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To my wife Guiguite,
Enfin! —
and my daughters Claudine and Isabelle,

who grew up with “Dostoevsky. "
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| see in criticism a fervent effort to bring out the full
power of the chosen work. It is just the opposite, then,
to what Sainte-Beuve does when he takes us from the
work to the author and then sprays him with a shower of
anecdotes. Criticism is not biography, nor is it justified
as an independent labor unless its purpose is to complete
the work. This means first of all that the critic is
expected to provide in his work all the sentimental and
ideological aids which will enable the ordinary reader to
receive the most intense and clearest possible impression

of the book.

José Ortega y Gasset, Meditations on Quixote
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