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Abstract

Abstract

Since the opening -up and reform of China in 1978, China has been on the way of
economy -oriented development, experiencing a shift from planned economy to market e-
conomy. During this period, the tourism industry of China, as an emerging industry,
has developed a lot. With maturity of three big markets in tourism industry, and
emergence of new forms of tourism, tourism is becoming increasingly popular and
playing a strategic role in the nationally economical development of China.

With the emergence and development of tourism industry, higher tourism education
in China is also developing accordingly. In September of 1979, Shanghai College of
Tourism was founded, marking the emergency of higher tourism education in China. In
the early period of the 1980s, National Tourism Administration of China, in cooperation
with Beijing International Studies University and Nankai University, opened
undergraduate tourism education. With the rapid development of tourism industry,
tourism market has an increasing demand for tourism professionals, which leads to estab-
lishment of more and more tourism colleges and universities. Correspondently, the
number of tourism professionals keeps on going up rapidly. So far, higher tourism
education has formed a comparatively complete system of education, ranging from two-
and-three year junior colleges to four-year universities, and some colleges and
universities also offer graduate programs leading to the master’s or Ph. D. degree.
Tourism colleges and universities have sent a great number of qualified professionals to
the market, contributing a lot to the development of tourism industry. What’s more,
tourism colleges and universities have also obtained great achievements in the academic
researches, playing a very critical role in the scientific development of tourism industry.

Higher education of tourism is categorized into three levels: two-and-three year

programs, undergraduate programs and postgraduate programs. In spite of the



differences in educational models and objectives, curriculum design and teaching
content, the higher tourism education at different levels aims at cultivating “ qualified
tourism professionals”. For two-and- three year programs, the educational objectives is
to cultivate skilled professionals for tourism markets. And the educational objectives of
undergraduate programs is to not only cultivate skilled professionals, but also provide
students for postgraduate programs. And for postgraduate programs, the educational
objectives emphasize application, academic researches as well, being on the top of
“pyramid” of higher tourism education. In a word, the higher tourism education has
made many breakthroughs, and is becoming a very striking force in the field of higher
education in China.

In spite of these great achievements, there are still a lot of problems which should
be taken into deep consideration as a result of over expansions of the numbers of tourism
colleges and universities. The first problem is how to improve the teaching quality,
which is caused by the immaturity of tourism education in China, for examples: the
undefined objectives of education, the unscientific classification of different courses and
so on. The second problem is that the academic researches of tourism are not very deep-
going, leading to the immaturity of tourism education in China. So, great efforts should

be made in order to solve these problems.

Key Words: tourism tourism industry higher tourism education consideration
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