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weword

For long forgotten and adjourned, Africa has recently raised a new
and sharp interest in the main world powers. This sudden interest, which
has intensified in the last couple of years, is driven by the vast energy
and mineral resources of the African continent and by its potential for
development. As more and more countries set foot in the region there is a
new attention on China’s role and engagement in that part of the world and
there is no lack of recent literature on the subject. The approaches are very
diverse and if some are more skeptical, others praise factors that particularly
shape China’s current move to Africa such as a focus on development
cooperation and on establishing strategic partnerships. These would also
add that China has had a very positive and influential role in Africa through
aiding many countries to solve imminent problems and to assist with

knowledge transfer.

015 =



