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To Chinese Architecture

Jin Lei

This year marks the 64th birthday of the People’s Republic of China and is destined to be inspiring and thought-provoking, Determined to make an inventory of
history, we have suceessfully planned and published the seven-volume series 60 Years of Chinese Architecture in 2009, with the support of Academician Ma Guoxin
and Senior Editor Yang Yongsheng. Now the series have left influences in the cireles of architecture and archirectural culture in China. As the Nartional Day is
coming, we take an overview of Chinese architecture: although development has become an inevitable trend, Chinese architecture tends to resist ravages of age over
the last 64 vears. We would like to ask: how can we judge and cultivate cities” temperament® During our two visits to Chongging Architectural Design Institute
in March and August 2013, we discussed Chongging’s cultural and architectural features with local experts from the architecture and culture circles. | was deeply
impressed by the conclusions: the temperament of a city depends on the quality of urban management team as well as the cultural preference and innovative design
of urban architects, and requests a cultural renaissance which can integrate tradition and modern. Beijing is going to hold the 20th Architecrural Design Scheme
Exhibition of Beijing City Planning and the Twentieth Anniversary Summative Submirt in 2013, In the trend of globalization, Beijing lost its own feature: it lacks of
uniqueness as an oriental city and cannot distinguish itself from other cities as it should do. With the diversification of social interest subjects and ideological trends
of architectural culture, China especially Beijing should rethink the direction of architectural design: how can they deserve a new course of Chinese archirecture. In

2013, the Architectural Society of China (ASC) celebrates its 60th anniversary. Therefore, there are lots of matters worth discussing and thinking about.

With the 64th and 63th anniversary celebration of PR.C. just around the corner, we should notice thar Chinese architecture is “aging” when thinking of and reviewing the so
called “Top 10 Buildings™ in Beijing and many other cities, At the same time when we pay our respects to the time-honored Chinese architecture thar may revoke our memories
of cities” history, we find more valuable spirits of Chinese architecture. This perhaps explains why we want to “memorize the architecture of China” especially the value of every
heritage vear by vear. Recently, it has became a hot topic that Jinan is planning to spend huge investment rebuilding the former Jinan Railway Station demolished in 1992, It
reminded me of many decorated archways standing in Beijing for ages. The revival of Pailous brings the history and memories back: bur misunderstanding their reconstruction
may lead to nowhere but just “pailou topics”™. Compared with those landmark Pailous such as Dongsi Pailou. Xisi Pailou, Dongdan Pailou, Xidan Pailou and Five Gateway
Pailou (on the Qianmen Street). the white marble Pailou named Detending Peace, standing at at the south gate of Zhongshan Park, enjoys a longer history. It used to be
the Kettler Monument carrving the humiliating Boxer Protocol. Atter the World War 1, it was moved to Zhongshan Park and named “Triumph of Righteousness™ (Gongli
Zhansheng). When the Asia-Pacific Peace Conference was held in Beijing in 1933, it became Peace Defending Pailow. It is a witness of Beijing history, as well as an important
scenic spot of Chinese architecture, Carrently; there are insiders who believe architecture is closely related to social life and carrent architecture represents Chinas architectural
context in the twenticth century especially after the founding of People’s Republic of China. However, the perspective of architectural heritage asks us to stick to our direction.
On September 2nd, 2013, the 102-year-old winner of 1991 Nobel Prize in Economices, Ronald Harry Coase passed away. His heritage is the multi-structural innovation of
China’s economic system. His last words are “it is even harder to render thoughs to reality than to take me into an everlasting sleep.” | think it may be i blessing and homage to

the long course of Chinese architecture. Or perhaps, the emotions in the words are for the hometown we can never lose.
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