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There are too many conclusions of the past and prediction of the future at the
turn of the century. The booming of Asian economy and rising of China since
1970s made the west bank of Pacific a big busy construction site. During the
rapid urbanization and urban renewal, new buildings dazzled our eyes. So
many social, environmental and technical problems emerged and waited for
answering.

Relatively, the western architecture seemed silent at the same time. The main
stream of western architecture flew rationally while some seemingly “non-
rational” proposals were making the noise. Those exploratory architectures,
though small in number, astonished the world while their backing theory tended
to alienate the practice and split hairs.

All those architectural phenomena haunted me in the past twenty years.
Whenever having some ideas, [ tried to record them with my pen clumsily—
published or perished later. My writings are neither “theoretical” nor “research”,
but they provided references for busy colleagues from time to time.

Practical, applied and comprehensive in nature, architecture is so close to the
life world. Moreover, local knowledge, experiences and habits account largely
in this discipline. Architecture has its own paradigm and methodology in
research. However, these characteristics are often ignored or misunderstood
by those academic or university authority. “Trade” magazines may not enter
the ranking of “refereed” journals in university’s judgement. It is those “trade
magazines that greatly inspire and promote the development of architecture!
We need both contemplation and vocabulary.

My own writings fall into the following categories:
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Description and comments on contemporary architecture of mainland China
and Hong Kong. We are a member of this setting and of course have some
direct experiences.

Those prominent figures and works in the world surprised us and forced us to
understand. In the past twenty years, those capable Chinese scholars only
transported the western theory and works into China’s territory with positive
comments. | may be one of them. No intention of flattering, we still hope to
establish the paradigm of research in Chinese architecture. Because of the
readability of this kind of articles, several are selected in this book.

Building type studies are basic knowledge for design practice. In 1980s, I
once researched laboratory design and theater design while involving in the
practice and thesis for M.Arch degree. Around ten articles were published and
they gave colleagues a lot of pragmatic and useful references. The rapid progress
of technology in the past ten years made my studies a bit out of date. No article
in building type is selected in the book.

In the early 1980s, the tide of technology started to land in China. Design
methodology and quantitative study of architecture once haunted me and my.
fellow students. Quantitative study might be a way to figure out the old prob-
lem of “non-scientific” architecture. With the proliferation of computer and
information technology, most efforts in methodology seemed to be embodied
in various computer software and operation. At the same time, several “aca-
demic” journals of architecture and planning are still full of mathematical
formula and numerical description. They simply make practitioners confused.
In June 1999, [ participated the annual conference of Environmental Design
Research (EDRA) in Orlando. Some doctoral students described a hotel lobby
with complicated math matrices and functions. But the results are so simple,
such as some parts of the lobby will attract more activities. Those “discover-
ies” may be pointed out by a person with simple daily life experiences. We
hope that these explorations may only be a beginning which will finally lead
to some fundamental changes of our understanding. More extensively, those
macro level theoretical issues may also be transferred to pragmatic tools, e.g.,
Deconstruction. I would like to contribute more to this aspect.
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I have done ten translation works, translating those classic authors’ works into
Chinese language, including Robert Venturi, Christian Norberg-Schulz and
Chris Able. Language is naturally linked with thinking. There are tremendous
difference in expressing in English and Chinese languages. How can you in-
terpret the English originals with readable Chinese while keeping the original
meaning and rhythm? After [ worked in UK, USA and HK, translation from
English to Chinese word by word lost significance for me. No translation
work is selected in this book.

There are some book reviews and commentary essays, prompted by instant
emotion and interests. One or two such short articles are put in the book just
for amusement.

Some English writings have been submitted to international journals and con-
ferences since 1992. In humanities, social science and design, there are still
some obstacles (not merely in language) for Chinese scholars in the interna-
tional forum.

Some complementary notes for the selected articles.

The macro level contemplation seems self-indulgent and too far from practice,
but it is indispensable for a correct direction and for architectural circle as a
whole. “Chinese Architecture at the Turn of the Century” was awarded by
Architectural Journal in 1989. It will never be out-of-date to relate economy,
environment with architecture.

“Symbolism of Traditional Chinese Architecture”, written in 1989, concludes
my understanding of traditional architecture and its intention in symbolism.
The article expounds the ubiquitous symbolism in four levels: landscape-settle-
ment-building-articulation.

“Comments on Architectural Design of Xing Tonghe”, was written for his
monograph in 1998. My past experiences in Shanghai were integrated in the
article. It is not easy to comment on our contemporary parallels in terms of
standard and vision.
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In 1989, World Architecture of Beijing held an election of excellent build-
ings in 1980s, Hong Kong Bank won the highest vote. I was invited to write
an article on this glamorous high-tech bank, which was so dear to me, as I
wandered around it whenever [ had time during my study in Hong Kong.
“Urban architecture of Hong Kong™ was written in 1997 for a special issue
of The Architect when Hong Kong’s sovereignty returned to China. The
article depicts the housing, urban infrastructure and constraints in building
design. The housing price in Hong Kong escalated drastically in 1997 when
[ was writing the article. My small flat of 725 sq.ft reached US$1,400 per
sq.ft in sale! My worries were revealed in the article.

Building of City University of Hong Kong (Phase I) was completed in 1990,
and I immersed within day and night in the past five years and have some
understanding of such governmental funded and functional building. Its
aesthetics is derived from its comfort, convenience and pragmatics. The
article “Building of City University” records such feeling of mine.

In 1999, my project on the urban renewal of Hong Kong got supported by
the Strategic Research Fund from my university. We have some resources
to explore the topic in the aspects of public space, policy and organic renewal.
One background introduction is put in this book and some more detailed
research will follow.

Four articles “Architecture in the Structured Civilization”, “Field Theory in
Architecture, An Interpretation” are adapted from my doctoral dissertation
of 1990. Although somewhat farfetched in reasoning, these articles were
derived from large number of references in philosophy, aesthetics, science,
technology, and urban architecture. Ideas sparkle here and there. “Semantic
Scale Rating of Perceived Built-Environment” took references from semantic
experiment of western literature. The method was mainly used in aesthetics
and psychology before, and also occasionally used in post occupancy evalu-
ation for buildings. Ten years after my article published, there is no substan-
tial change in this method world wide.

In the process towards modernization, laboratory for scientific research is
so important. However, most labs are workshop only, with very little archi-
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tectural significance. Louis Kahn’s design of laboratory, on the contrary, cre-
ated a new generation in modern history of architecture. My study moved
from laboratory design to the world of Kahn. “Louis Kahn’s Laboratory De-
sign and Ideas”, published in World Architecture of 1981, has moved a lot of
students and colleagues in China. It was the first article to introduce Kahn in
mainland China, and it was also one of my early publications— for both rea-
sons I treasure it.

In June 1988, an exhibition and seminar of Deconstruction was held in Mu-
seum of Modern Arts, New York. Editor Zeng Zhao-feng, with his real insights,
soon organized a special issue in World Architecture, No.3, 1989. It might be
the first time the term and translation of “Deconstruction” came to both sides
of Taiwan Strait. | was fortunately one of the authors in this issue, alongside
with such respectable predecessors and Chinese theorists—Professor Wang
Tang and Zhang Qingnan. The article appearing in this book is a revised version,
published in Chinese Architect of Taipei later in 1990.

Chinese Architect of Taipei entered the libraries of mainland China in 1980s.
This journal of Chinese language differed from those mainland publications
with its high quality page design and printing. In 1989, my article “Way of
Change and Way of Architecture” was used in its August issue. The academic
exchanges between both sides of Taiwan Strait also became frequent since
then. In the summer of 1992, Professor Wei Zu-rong of Chung-Yuan Christian
University visited Shanghai. My article “Rich West and Poor East” was intro-
duced to Taipei’s Space via Wei. A series of “interpretations” of overseas ar-
chitecture were published in Space till 1998. These articles record what I saw
and thought when facing those renown or exotic buildings. “American
Architecture, An Interpretation” extends the unfinished story of Louis Kahn
in San Diego. Several articles about American housing were also produced,
only one is selected in this book.

In 1995, I returned to Hong Kong after years’ working in UK and USA. At the
City University of Hong Kong, I spent two years and developed the notes of
building practice in China into a book. The preface of Building Practice in
China was in this book. As there are too many pages, we have to withdraw it
in the last minute.
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Twenty years ago, there was only one decent architectural magazine Architec-
tural Journal in the vast China, while the proliferation of publication today
makes it impossible to go through all of them. My writings are fragmentary,
and this book only collects a small portion of what I wrote. These articles,
however, reflect the evolution of Chinese and world architecture in the past
twenty years from a special angle. To keep the original meaning and manner,
this book only does a little technical revision, and also adds illustrations—
making the book half “contemplation” and half “record”.

[ am neither a theorist nor professional writer. All of the text was produced in
haste of my spare time. It is part of my survival state to dialogue with masters
and with design.

My particular thanks are due to George Lam, Director of Pace Publishing
Ltd., who gave me an opportunity to refresh my past memories and collect
lost writings. In the past twenty years, my teachers, schoolmates, students and
colleagues in Shanghai, Hong Kong, UK and USA gave me wisdom,
knowledge, inspiration, information, and also forgave my superficies and
ridiculousness— my heartfelt appreciation! \

I read a book Scientists Talking About 21st Century when [ was young. It was
so magnificent and remote for a child who was in a turmoil and barren era.
Entering the 21st century, although chaotic as before, the world is however in
progress. Let us continue to contemplate, cultivate and contribute to the pros-
perity of architecture.

Charlie Q. L. Xue

October, 2000
Tat Chee Yuen, Hong Kong



[Abstract] The arricle, writren in
1988, predicrs the development
of Chinese archirecture at the
turn of the 21st cenrury. The
article covers the following

Qspecs:

The grear era brings opportunity
for the country when the former
stare-run business was
commercialized. This frend
grearly morivates people and
consfrucrion industry

The lack of invesrment,
resources, environment and
gradual loss of arable and
buildable land make the
country in an embarrassed
srare, With the cruel
compeition for investment and
development, the narural
resources and land are
drasrically deplered. The labour
intensive manufacturing sfill
dominares the narional
economy and if will inevirably
dereriorare the environment
The development of
archirecrure depends on the
enhancement of rotal cultural
and educarional levels of
dirizens. The end-users and
developers will guide the
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building preducts with their

increasing demands on quality

The rising of postscience will
implicitly and silently broaden
ourview on archirecture. Post
modernism is actually @
reflection of post science in
archirecrure

Architectural Journal, Beffing, No.d, 1989
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