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——A Storyteller . Mario Vargas Llosa

“For his cartography of structures of power and his trenchant
images of the individual’s resistance ,revolt, and defeat. ”
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Mario Vargas Llosa is a famous writer and poet and
holds dual citizenship in Peru and Spain. He wrote
novels, plays, essays, poetry, literary criticism, political
commentary essays, also directed stage plays, films and
radio and television program hosted and once into politics.

He is the representative of “ Latin American literary

explosion” and magical re-
alism. Focusing on work
structure and narrative te-
chniques, he was known as
“ structural realist mas-

ter .

Because of “The Ti-




me of the Hero” published in 1963 and “The Green House” published in 1965, he has
twice won the Spanish literary criticism award, and won the Nobel Prize for Literature
in 2010.

TEB - EURDY - BEEE, RIS AP W E A R E R
Ao MBStV Bl BOCREE % SO Bae 23, SRt A R
B, R REATYE, B Y —ER GBI R HSRICERE" MBI %k
EXREA. BT EEEROSBMFRERTT, B S5 REX
KIF” o

1963 £ HRRAOC SEAER RO A1 1965 4 RRHICERES 1) , BB /RN - g
PR R EIR TS T TG SRR, I T 2010 SE3R1E DURSCHR

LER - RN - B FEEIFOERRT R L, etk o) BAEHIT R
HRFRTE2HGBFEHLAAEHFEIRIALET L ERARGEN,
2010 5S4 FEHRATEARIFE, TAAMN—REAKT — FXELF KT
Koy R LR

Delivered on Dec. 10, 2010

I am a storyteller, so before I propose a toast I will tell you a story.

Once upon a time, there was a boy who learned to read at the age of five. This
changed his life. Owing to the adventure tales he read, he discovered a way to
escape from the poor house, the poor country and the poor reality in which he
lived, and to journey to wonderful, mesmerizing places peopled with the most
beautiful beings and the most surprising things, where every day and every night
brought a more intense, more thrilling, more unusual form of bliss.

He so enjoyed reading stories that one day this boy, who was now a young man,
took to making them up himself and writing them. He had a hard time doing it, but it
brought him pleasure and he delighted in writing tales as much as he delighted in

reading them.




The character in my story, however, was very aware that the real world was one
thing and the fancy world of dreams and literature quite another, and that the latter
only came to light when he read and wrote stories. The rest of the time, it vanished.

Until one day, in the wee hours of the morning, the protagonist of my story
received a mysterious call in which a gentleman with a name that defied all
pronunciation announced to him that he had won a prize and that in order to receive it
he would have to travel to a place called Stockholm, the capital of a land called
Sweden (or something of the sort).

To his total bewilderment, my character then started to experience in real life
one of those stories that until then he had only found in the unreal and ideal realm of
literature. He suddenly felt like the pauper must have felt when he was confused
with the prince in Mark Twain’s The Prince and the Pauper. He is still there, quite
startled, not knowing whether he is dreaming or fully awake, whether what is
happening is for real or a lie, whether what is occurring is life or literature,, because
the border that separates the two seems to have totally vanished.

Dear friends, now I can propose the toast I had promised. Let us toast to
Sweden, that strange kingdom that seems to have performed, for a privileged few,
the miracle of turning life into literature and literature into life.

Cheers and thank you very much!
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1 first became acquainted with the Amazon jungle( AA#K ) halfway through 1958,



thanks to my friend Rosita Corpancho. Her function at the University of San Marcos
was vague ( #5f] 1) ; her power unlimited. She prowled ( 7% 1T) among the
professors without being one of them, and they all did whatever she asked; thanks to
her wiles, doors of officialdom ( & 3% ) stuck shut were opened and paths of

bureaucracy smoothed.
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expedition to the Alto Marafién that’s been organized gt |1
by the Institute of Linguistics for a Mexican S T [] iW T E l, I, E ﬂ

anthropologist,” she said to me one day when I ran

“There’s a place available for someone on an i &
/

into her on the campus of the Faculty of Letters.
“Would you like to go?”

I had finally managed to obtain the fellowship to
Europe I'd coveted and was to leave for Spain the
following month. But I accepted without a moment’s
hesitation.

Rosita is from Loreto, and if you listen carefully you can still catch in her voice
an echo of the delightful (4 A itk f£)) singsong accent of eastern Peru. She
protected and promoted—as no doubt she still does—the Summer Institute of
Linguistics, an organization which, in the forty years of its existence in Peru, has
been the object of virulent( @ /1]) controversy. I understand that as I write these
lines it is packing its bags to leave the country. Not because it has been expelled,
but on its own initiative, since it considers that it has fulfilled the mission that
brought it to Yarinacocha, its base of operations on the banks of the Ucayali, some
ten kilometers from Pucallpa, from which it has spread into nearly all the remote ( &
i) folds and corners of Amazonia.
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