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We Are What We Choose

by Joff Ty

1 As a kid, I spent my summers with my grandparents on their ranch in
Texas. I helped fix windmills, vaccinate cattle, and do other chores. We also
watched soap operas every afternoon. especially “Days of Our Lives.” My
grandparents belonged to a Caravan Club, a group of Airstream trailer owners
who travel together around the U. S. and Canada. And every few summers.
we'd join the caravan. We'd hitch up the Airstream trailer to my grandfather’s
car, and off we'd go, in a line with 300 other Airstream adventurers. 1 loved
and worshipped my grandparents and I really looked forward to these trips. On
one particular trip, 1 was about 10 years old. I was rolling around in the big
bench seat in the back of the car. My grandfather was driving. And my
grandmother had the passenger seat. She smoked throughout these trips. and ]
hated the smell. '

2 At that age, I'd take any excuse to make estimates and do minor arithmetic.
I'd calculate our gas mileage’—figure out useless statistics on things like
grocery spending. I'd been hearing an ad campaign about smoking. 1 can't
remember the details, but basically the ad said, every puff of a cigarette takes
some number of minutes off of your life: I think it might have been two minutes
per puff. At any rate, I decided to do the math for my grandmother. 1
estimated the number of cigarettes per days, estimated the number of puffs per
cigarette and so on. When I was satisfied that I'd come up with a reasonable
number, I poked my head into the front of the car. tapped my grandmother on
the shoulder, and proudly proclaimed, “At two minutes per puff. vou've taken
nine years off your life!”

3 1 have a vivid memory of what happened, and it was not what I expected. 1
expected to be applauded for my cleverness and arithmetic skills. “Jeff, vou're
so smart. You had to have made some tricky estimates. ligure out the number

of minutes in a year and do some division. " That's not what happened. Instead.

002
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my grandmother burst into tears. I sat in the backseat and did not know what
to do. @ While my grandmother sat crying, my grandfather, who had been
driving in silence, pulled over onto the shoulder of the highway®. He got out of
the car and came around and opened my door and waited for me to follow. Was
[ in trouble? My grandfather was a highly intelligent, quiet man. He had never
sald a harsh word to me, and maybe this was to be the first time? Or maybe he
would ask that I get back in the car and apologize to my grandmother. I had no
experience in this realm with my grandparents and no way to gauge what the
consequences might be. We stopped beside the trailer. My grandfather looked
at me, and after a bit of silence, he gently and calmly said, “Jeff, one day
you'll understand that it’s harder to be kind than clever. ”

4 What I want to talk to you about today is the difference between gifts and
choices. Cleverness is a gift, kindness is a choice. Gifts are easy—they’re given
after all. Choices can be hard. @ You can seduce yourself with your gifts if
you're not careful, and if you do, it'll probably be to the detriment of your
choices.

5 This is a group with many gifts. I'm sure one of your gifts is the gift of a
smart and capable brain. ®I'm confident that's the case because admission is
competitive and if there weren't some signs that you're clever, the dean of
admission wouldn’t have let you in.

6 Your smarts will come in handy because you will travel in a land of marvels.
We humans—plodding as we are —will astonish ourselves. We'll invent ways to
generate clean energy and a lot of it. Atom by atom, we'll assemble tiny
machines that will enter cell walls and make repairs. This month comes the
extraordinary but also inevitable news that we ve synthesized life. In the coming
years, we'll not only synthesize it, but we'll engineer it to specifications. I
believe you'll even see us understand the human brain. @ Jules Verne', Mark
Twain’, Galileo®, Newton”—all the curious from the ages would have wanted
to be alive most of all right now. As a civilization, we will have so many gifts,
just as you as individuals have so many individual gifts as you sit before me.

7  How will you use these gifts? And will you take pride in your gifts or pride
in your choices?

8 1 got the idea to start Amazon 16 years ago. I came across the fact that Web

’ 3 \Narsl f
usage was growing at 2, 300 percent per year. @ I'd never seen or heard o

ast, and the idea of building an online bookstore with

anything that grew that f
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millions of titles—something that simply couldn’t exist in the physical world—
was very exciting to me. I had just turned 30 years old. and I'd been married
for a year. I told my wife MacKenzie that I wanted to quit my job and go do this
crazy thing that probably wouldn't work since most startups don't. and I wasn't
sure what would happen after that. MacKenzie (also a Princeton grad and
sitting here in the second row) told me I should go for it. As a young boy. 1'd
been a garage inventor. I'd invented an automatic gate closer out of cement-
filled tires, a solar cooker that didn’t work very well. out of an umbrella and
tinfoil, baking-pan alarms to entrap my siblings. 1'd always wanted to be an
inventor, and she wanted me to follow my passion.

9 I was working at a financial firm in New York City with a bunch of very
smart people, and I had a brilliant boss that I much admired. I went to my boss
and told him I wanted to start a company selling books on the Internet. He took
me on a long walk in Central Park®, listened carefully to me. and finally said.
“That sounds like a really good idea, but it would be an even better idea for
someone who didn't already have a good job. ” That logic made some sense to
me, and he convinced me to think about it for 48 hours before making a final
decision. Seen in that light, it really was a difficult choice. but ultimately. I
decided 1 had to give it a shot. .1 didn’t think I'd regret trying and failing. And
I suspected I would always be haunted by a decision to not try at all. After
much consideration, I took the less safe path to follow my passion. and I'm
proud of that choice.

10 Tomorrow, in a very real sense, your life—the life you author from scratch
on your own —begins,

11 How will you use your gifts? What choices will you make?

12 Will inertia be your guide, or will you follow your passions?

13 Will you follow dogma, or will you be original?

14 Will you choose a life of ease, or a life of service and adventure?

15  Will you wilt under criticism, or will you follow your convictions?

16 Will you bluff it out when you're wrong, or will you apologize?

17  Will you guard your heart against rejection. or will you act when you fall in love?
18 Will you play it safe. or will you be a little bit swashbuckling?

19 When it's tough. will you give up. or will you be relentless?

20  Will you be a cynic, or will you be a builder?

21 Will you be clever at the expense of others, or will you be kind?
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22 ] will hazard a prediction. ® When you are 80 years old, and in a quiet
moment of reflection narrating for only yourself the most personal version of
your life story, the telling that will be most compact and meaningful will be the
series of choices you have made. In the end. we are our choices. Build yourself

a great story. Thank you and good luck!

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

1. Jeff Bezos: Jeff Bezos (born January 12, 1964) is an American entrepreneur who
played a key role in the growth of e-commerce as the founder and CEO of
Amazon. com, Inc., an online merchant of books and later of a wide variety of
products. Under his guidance, Amazon. com became the largest retailer on the
World Wide Web and the model for Internet sales. A # 2 « N &7

2. gas mileage: Gas mileage is the ratio of the number of miles traveled to the
number of gallons of gasoline burned. — An£-74 id Ff 47 5% 649 Z A2 GA b K #£ € 30

3. shoulder of the highway: (US) (called also hard shoulder of the highway in

=

Britain) It refers to the outside edge of the highway that is not used for travel. &
& o0 10 5%

4. Jules Verne: Jules Verne (1828-—1905) is a French author, who is often regarded
as the father of science fiction. He was born in Nantes, France, and ran away to
sea at the age of 11. After he was sent home in disgrace, he vowed to travel only
in his imagination. He carried out this pledge in more than 50 works that combine
scientific fantasy and exciting adventure. His collaboration with the publisher
Pierre-Jules Hetzel led to the creation of the Voyages Extraordinaires, a widely
popular series of scrupulously researched adventure novels including Journey to
the Center of the Earth . Twenty Thousand Leagues under the Sea . and Around
the World in Eighty Days. 15%) « JUIR#

5. Mark Twain: Samuel Langhorne Clemens (November 30, 1835 — April 21, 1910),
better known by his pen name Mark Twain, was an American humorist, novelist,
writer, and lecturer. & %, » vt/3

6. Galileo: Galileo Galilei (February 15, 1564 — January 8, 1642) is an Italian
physicist, mathematician, astronomer, and philosopher who played a major role in

the Scientific Revolution. His achievements include improvements to the telescope

and consequent astronomical observations and support for Copernicanism (< & J&

. "
i o3 . 3 b se ional astronomy" »
¢y 4 4t). Galileo has been called the father of modern observatione y

.. B “ cionce” . and “the father of modern
the “father of modern physics”, the “father of science ™, ind “the fa

science”, {mF) g - ﬁﬂf']_ﬁ_ - e —
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7. Newton: Sir Isaac Newton PRS MP (December 25, 1642 - March 20, 1727) was |
an English physicist and mathematician who is widely regarded as one of the most ;
influential scientists of all time and as a key figure in the scientific revolution. His ‘
book Mathematical Principles of Natural Philosophy, first published in 1687, |
laid the foundations for most of classical mechanics(£ $ /7 %), Newton also made |

¢ seminal contributions to optics and shares credit with Gottfried Leibniz for the |

invention of the infinitesimal calculus ( £ % 4> #& #2 4~ ). Newton's Principia |

formulated the laws of motion and universal gravitation that dominated scientists’ x

view of the physical universe for the next three centuries. It also demonstratedi

that the motion of objects on the Earth and that of celestial bodies could bei

described by the same principles. By deriving Kepler's laws of planetary motion |

¢ from his mathematical description of gravity, Newton removed the last doubts
- about the validity of the heliocentric(vA £ '8 # # .3 & )model of the cosmos. ¥ j*
o

8. Central Park: It is a public park at the center of Manhattan in New York City.
The park initially opened in 1857, on 778 acres of city-owned land (it is 840 acres
today). In 1858, Frederick Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux won a design |
competition to improve and expand the park with a plan they entitled the
Greensward Plan. Construction began the same year, continued during the

American Civil War, and was completed in 1873, Central Park is the most visited
urban park in the United States. ¥ 3=, R

VOCABULARY

applaud /o'plo:d/ wvt. express approval of | conviction /kon'vikfon/ n. a strong belief
or support for (something or someone) or opinion "& & 4913 P
A convince /kon'vins/ vt. to make someone
author /'0:05/ wr. 1) be the author of feel certain that something is true {& #
(something, such as a book) %4 5,5 4 1z
2) create &AL, 4% detriment /'detrimont/ n. (formal) something
caravan /'keeroveen/ n. 1) a group of that will cause damage or injury to
people with animals or vehicles something or someone i &
travelling together on a long journey dogma /'dogma,/ n. a belief or set of beliefs
especially through the desert & 47FA 2) that is accepted by members of a group
large covered vehicles (such as cars or without being questioned or doubted 4%
wagons) A #F %&£ FEE




entrap /in'treep/ wt. catch (someone or

something) in a trap or in something like
atrap R IEANEE (R AR LESF)

gauge /ged3/ vt. 1) make a judgment about
(something) 4% i+, #] £ 2) measure
(something) exactly 44 # 3| &

haunt /hoint/ vi. keep coming back to the
mind of (someone) especially in a way
that makes the person sad or upset (&
BLUEICF) B S k ARE N Ak

hazard /'heezod/ wt. offer ( something,
such as a guess or an opinion) even
though you may be wrong “FA242 i, &
%

inertia /1'na:fjo/ n. 1) a feeling of not
having the energy or desire that is
needed to move 1 2) (physics) a
property of matter by which something
that is moving goes at the same speed
and in the same direction until another
thing or force affects it [ &

marvel /'ma:val/ n. someone or something
that is extremely good, skillful, ect. &
T AT HARFE

original /a'ridzenal/ adj. 1) able to think
of or make new and creative things A J&
B, HiRA M 2) not like
others, new, different, and appealing /2
B AT 6 ARR) 6, AT

plod /'plnd/ v. 1) walk slowly and usually
heavily L & 4 1% 347 £ 2) progress or
develop slowly %1% ¥t 4T

proclaim /pra'kleim/ wt. say or state
( something ) in a public, official, or
definite way, to declare or announce
(something) &4, 7%

puff /paf/ n. 1) an act of breathing

Unit One  Career. Development...|

something (such as smoke or medicine)
into your lungs &= % 2) a movement
of gas, smoke, or air that can be seen or
felt (—)ek, (—)*®, — R A&

ranch /reentf/ n. 1) a large farm especially
in the U. S. and Canada where animals
(such as cattle, horses, and sheep) are
raised (LiF £ B . mE X6 X4 2)
(chiefly US) a farm for a special crop or
a kind of animal( %) (& L 69) 4 3% ;
(X —1Hme R

realm /relm/ n. an area of activity,
interest, or knowledge 4%

reflection /ri'flekfon/ n. careful thought
about something £ %, B4

relentless /ri'lentlis/ adj. 1) remaining
strict or determined R & R % # 2)
continuing without becoming weaker,
less severe, etc. HF4Lay, K IE) BT 69

seduce /si'djuis/ wvt. 1) lead away from

duty, accepted principles, or proper
conduct "RAE , iFeeeeee A i& 2) persuade
(someone) to do something #LIR

sibling /'sibliy/ n. (formal) a brother or
sister L&, 484k, FAE

specification / .si)esm'kexfan/ n. a detailed
description of work to be done or
materials to be used in a project #i£ il
iR

startup /'stat;ap/ n. a new business -
3], #7 Ik i 4k

swashbuckling /'swoibakly/ adj. being

exciting

brave and having many

adventures #4442 M b9
synthesize /'sin@isaiz/ vt. ( formal) make

( something ) by combining different

things 4546, &
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tinfoil /'tin/foil/ n. a thin sheet of shiny
metal that is used especially for cooking
or storing food 44

trailer /'treilo/ n. (chiefly US) a vehicle
that can be pulled by a truck or car and
that can be parked and used as an office,
vacation home, ete. (%) (A F 47
WEHER(RITEE) . HEEFHX 5
Y3

tricky /'triki/ adj. 1) (of persons or their
actions) deceptive #&it % 3% 69 2) requiring
skill or caution, difficult to do or deal with
BEHOTH AT

vaccinate inject a

/'veeksonert/  wt.

substance into a person or animal to

A

-

protect against a particular disease

""" PR (R H)
wilt /wilt/ vi. 1) lose energy, confidence.
effectiveness, etc. £ & % F A (3 A 13
W), B 4, iB 4 2) become weak and
tired especially because of hot weather
O B ZERK, LHFERE
windmill /'windmil/ n. a structure that
has parts which are turned around by
the wind and that i1s used to produce
power, pump water, etc. K F &, K F
1)
(someone or something) very much or

too much 2 #., 38 % 2) show respect

and love for a god especially by praying.

worship /'wa:1p/ wt. love or honor

having religious services, etc. # &, 13
%

PHRASES AND EXPRESSIONS

1. a bunch of (somewhat informal) a
group of people or things that are
together or are associated with each
other in some way (usually singular)
—#%

2. bluff it out
something or that you know or have
something #3569 F L 5 0kt £

3. come in handy
WA A

4. come up with

pretend that you will do

very useful or helpful

get think  of
(something that is needed or wanted)
8

figure out

such as a reason or a solution) by thinking

A, 3ok

or

n
.

understand or find (something,

008

6. from scratch from a point at which
nothing has been done yet A 3k ff(#2 , A
I 45

7. give it a shot
something (3f EX)XEAMEF

hitch up

(informal) attempt to do

attach, fasten, or connect
(something) with a hook, knot. etc
(R A5 BAE RS

9. in that light in a way of showing or

understanding something or someone ¥4

AR 77 X,
10. make sense have a clear meaning #
11. play it safe  be careful and avoid risk

or danger ¥/t T ¥

pull over move a vehicle to the side of
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o

4]

the road and stop F 3| %4142 F
roll around 1) turn over one or more
times /& 3 2) (also British roll about)
(informal) to arrive or happen again (3f JE

EWP

14.

7\
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take ... off 1) subtract, deduct 3o
%, % 2) spend (an amount of time)
away from a job or activity A T 4 &}
8] (3 E A8 FH) Pk (Rt 1)), 4k
B IR

SENTENCE ANALYSIS

While my grandmother sat crying, my
grandfather, who had been driving in
silence, pulled over onto the shoulder of
the highway.

“who had been driving in silence” /& 3F
PR &) M & M 8, 15 45 8 4T 38 my
grandfather, &1 3% &F =T VA VE A AT & 144
&7 f£ grandfather Z 37,

[# ] &g e ARE Rizet, 20
—HBEREFENAL L FIRET %
i,

You can seduce yourself with your gifts
if you're not careful, and if you do. it'll
probably be to the detriment of your
choices.

A E“and if you do” &) & LA 27T
J& &) BAIEF R T KA B 9%,

[F ] g R — RS, 4R T B AR R AT
HE VX TH AT E B R M d 0 ik 4E,
I'm confident that’s the case because
admission is competitive and if there
weren't some signs that you're clever,
the dean of admission wouldn't have let
you in,

[ ] # 2P vhda s #0452 B AN
S N S INECE  NF ED L
B AR R TN FR

Jules Verne, Mark Twain, Galileo,

Newton—all the curious from the ages
would have wanted to be alive most of
all right now.

(1) “the+H &8 Rk —EARF,
the curious #“ & i# 47 F S 4 A7, 4577
iR 9158 « LRAFHA,

(2) “would have wanted” 2 3} it & &
i FILE F 6 R

(L] 158 - LRA, G5 » kiR, 4o
A o, 2 A —— P A AR 2 L A 208
HAAA LB E R I

® 1'd never seen or heard of anything that

grew that fast, and the idea of building
an online bookstore with millions of
titles—something that simply couldn’t
exist in the physical world—was very
exciting to me.

X —A and &4 A7) 6 F AL
A4 6 — A6 F 8y 235 £ the idea, 7R
& 714 % was very exciting to me,
2 b g N iE i — 7 LA the idea,
ETAEVE S FEL/ R LE f
Jotb ikt A G, SlEEEILE VR
Jgéﬁlﬁli#/géﬁﬁ%fk‘ﬁ%éﬁ'#- i3]
A XA K 7 {5 4 524 R BAR K R kA
1.

When you are 80 years old, and in a

quiet moment of reflection narrating for



only yourself the most personal version 2 ehat ), B — A A AT RO If

of your life story, the telling that will HEGOALEK T LS EZHAE . RA
be most compact and meaningful will be T EG AR LK, Sk AR R 0 — & 7))
the series of choices you have made. B E P,

(] H4R1A7180 % at, £ lLEAE

EXERCISES @

I. Understanding the text

1. Answer the following questions based on the information provided in the text.

1) Why does the author tell us a story in his childhood at the beginning of the text?

2) What is the author’s opinion about gifts and choices? What is yours?

3) Why is the author so sure that one of the students’ gifts is the gift of a smart and
capable brain?

4) What choice did the author have and what path did he take in his career development?

5) According to the author, what is the most compact and meaningful telling in our
reflection when we grow old?

2. Read the following statements and decide whether they are true or false, Write T for true
and F for false in the blank.

1D The Caravan Club my grandparents belonged to consists of people who travel
together around the world.

2) Every few summers the author would take a taxi to grandfather’s car and join
the caravan.

3) The author was good at calculation when he was a child.

4) After the author’s grandma burst into tears, his grandpa stopped the car and
said some harsh words to the author for the first time in his life.

5) According to the author. choices are more important than gifts,

6) All the curious from the ages would have wanted to be alive most of all right
now because as a civilization. we have so many gifts.

7) The idea of building an online bookstore was very exciting to the author since

it couldn’t exist in the physical world.

8) The author’s wife wanted the author to be an inventor,
9) The author's boss thought the author’s idea of starting a company selling

books on the Internet a really good idea for the author.

10) The author took pride in his choice of following his passion rather than his

gifts.
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II. Vocabulary

1. Find from the four choices below each statement the fittest to fill the blank in the

statement,

1) We live in a society that money.
A. reveres B. praises C. worships D. cherishes
2) The tornado dozens of lives.
A. proclaimed B. claimed C. published D. said
3) Displaying art in a bar or cafe is a business considering the potential hazards

involved with combining food, drink, smoke and precious works of art.
A. sly B. tricky C. cunning D. complex

1) Gusev deduced that Volkov was in love with a woman who'd been sent to him
for political purposes.
A. attract B. entrap C. cheat D. deceive

5) Seminar participants learnt that in Hong Kong, political accounts for the
limited public influence in cable TV (CATV), while in Korea, the government is
keeping tight control on its own CATV networks.
A. ignorance B. frustration C. sluggishness D. inertia

6) No one at this stage is prepared to a guess at the outcome of the poll on

February 25.

A. hazard B. submit C. recommend D. propose
7) The government in the face of such powerful pressure.
A. faded B. sank C. despaired D. wilted
8) Their religious prevented them from taking up arms.
A. persuation B. opinion C. principle D. convictions
9) However I did get a bit cheesed off with the movie’s rather pace.
A. steady B. routine C. plodding D. dull

10) One issue dominated above all others—the environmental damage caused by our
search for, and profligate use of, energy.

A. progressing  B. relentless C. severe D. rigid

2. Fill in the blanks of the following sentences with phrases in their proper form from the

hox. Remember there are more phrases than blanks.

come up with

bluff it out -~ play it safe figure out
give it a shot in that light take some excuse  hitch up
from scratch make sense come across come in handy

1) The driver his horses to the wagon.



