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PREFACE

Almost four decades ago, Roy C. Macridis and I brought out the first edition of this book. Our aim
was to introduce students to major approaches in the field of comparative politics, especially those
reflecting new theories and concepts. We kept successive editions up-to-date by including choice
articles and essays from a wide range of professional journals and books. The extraordinary longevi-
ty of this book is a tribute to the creativity, vigor, and significance of the work being done by stu-
dents of comparative politics and, I should like to think, a vindication of our original conception of
the discipline.

Roy Macridis and I met regularly to argue, disagree, and then generally agree (or agree to dis-
agree) in appraising trends within the discipline. Roy passed away in 1991. I decided to respect his
memory by continuing, now for the second time, to update this volume, which has proven so use-
ful to generations of students and teachers; but without Roy it is not as much fun.

As in the past I have sought to furnish selections from recent literature while retaining classic
statements. The readings provide tools of analysis as well as substantive studies that illustrate their
utility. In selecting materials, I have endeavored to avoid bias in favor of any single school, theory,
or concept—instead offering a balanced overview of approaches.

Faithful readers will note several changes in the structure of this book. In seeking to understand
the ongoing transformation of global society, it is important to maintain contact with the founders
of the modern discipline of comparative politics. Two thinkers stand out among these founders: Max
Weber and Emile Durkheim. I have added, for reasons explained later, the authors of 7he Federalist
Papers. The founders offer models of comparative political analysis: a perspective on the long-term
changes in state and society that have accompanied the emergence of modern science; the use of the
comparative method in identifying and accounting for differences and similarities; and the need
always to relate inquiry to significant issues. Hence, an extended treatment of The Federalist Papers,
Max Weber’s study of capitalism and rural society in Germany, and Emile Durkheim’s Division of
Labor is presented in the introductory essay. All methodological questions in comparative politics
can be clarified by reference to these classic works.

The central concern of the founders was the nature and meaning of modernity, marked by the
end of feudalism and the outbreak of political revolutions in the late eighteenth century, and its
impact on all facets of political systems (legitimacy, political dynamics, decision-making, and per-
formance). It seemed to be appropriate, then, to move to the front of this collection the analysis
of political change. Theoretical issues that run through all the selections may thus be examined at
the outset.

About half the readings are new to this edition. They reflect the dramatic events of the past
decade: the collapse of the Soviet Union and other communist systems in Europe; the struggle of
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former communist nations to create democratic institutions and a market economy; the explosion
of ethnic conflict and the resurgence of religious fundamentalism. I have therefore expanded treat-
ment of transition from authoritarianism to democracy and taken a closer look at relations between
the state and civil society, without neglecting problems of established democracies and industrial
societies. I hope this collection of writings will encourage a new generation of readers to explore and
analyze the major issues of our time in a comparative perspective.

My thanks go to friends and colleagues who have used this book in the past, and have offered
their advice and support. I would like to thank Professor George Vernardakis from Middle Tennessee
State University for his suggestions. I am grateful also to Susan G. Alkana, editorial consultant to
Harcourt College Publishers, for her help in getting this new edition into production.

It remains difficult to do justice to all points of view within the confines of one volume, and
responsibility for final choices necessarily is mine. I am grateful, of course, to authors and publish-
ers for granting their kind permission to reprint.

Bernard E. Brown
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