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Preface

Dr. HailinNing’s The Role of News Image in Modern Communication
belongs to the special intellectual category of important contributions to visual
studies. This book has far reaching consequences: it transcends the more imme-
diate object of visual studies, namely the understanding of specific images, the
analytic and methodological discussion about visual interpretation, or even the
intention of strictly thinking about the mechanisms of photojournalism.

The Role of News Image in Modern Communication is more than this. It
presents a forceful and exemplary discussion on the universal centrality of vi-
sual images in news and, by extension, in daily life.

However crucial the concepts of Habermas may have been for the recogni-
tion of the public sphere, visual images are oddly absent in his classical work,
Structural Transformations of the Public Sphere. The same gap, the same ex-
treme emphasis on the argumentative, the logical, the purely verbal and the per-
suasive nature of media messages can be seen in other contemporary authors.
This is the case with Adorno and Horkheimer’s political critique of Culture
Industry. Furthermore, the problem can also be recognized in Althusser’s defi-
nition of ideological constructs as means of addressing, shaping and alienating
the consciousness of social actors.

The hiatus just pointed out has its causes: Habermas, Adorno, Hork-



heimernd Althusser are part of the rhetorical tradition that goes way back to the
Greek world. Without mentioning the Greek philosopher, these three modern
thinkers carry an enormous intellectual debt to Aristotle’s quasi-logical, non-
visual assessment of the nature of persuasion in civic discourse. We must for-
give the great Greek philosopher, since, as a result of restricted technological
resources, Aristotle could never fathom the centrality of images in political and
all other forms of visual configurations that would be the case in Modern Com-
munication.

One of the many outstanding features of Dr. Ning’s The Role of Images
in Modern Communication is the relentless courage to contribute to the great
traditional thinkers on Mass Media, but from a different perspective, attempting
at transforming the persistent silence, however occasionally broken, on the cen-
trality of visual images in the contemporary world.

Anyone in this linked and globalized universe knows that countless num-
bers of photographs circulate in the Internet, creating an unprecedented web of
visual clues. Communication Studies has to face the challenge of bold theoriz-
ing on images.

Because of all this, because of its subtle interest in the dynamics of visual
forms, I salute with great enthusiasm Dr. Hailin Ning’s The Role of Images in

Modern Communication.

5,/2./6@,, -
e

Eduardo Neiva, Ph.D.
Professor of Communication Studies
Department of Communication Studies

The University of Alabama at Birmingham
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