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Abstract

Concentrating on the Erhai Lake, this study summarizes the results of recent ar-

chaeological fieldwork in and around Dali City as well as the research results previously
presented by archaeologists working on this region. On this basis, this study presents
and discusses the material recently excavated from the site of Yinsuodao in Dali.
Through stratigraphy and typological analysis, the material from the units T10 and T15 is
assigned to four main periods, seven phases, and eleven sub-phases, spanning the
whole cultural development of the Cang’er Region from the late Neolithic period to the
Bronze Age. Judging from particularities of ceramic quality, color, decoration, and
form, the site of Yinsuodao can be dated between 5000 and 2000 BP.
' After establishing the local cultural sequence and the chronological framework,
based on an analysis of the objects andfeatures of each period, this study makes some
suggestions about the cultural properties and social life of each period of the site of Yin-
suodao.

To establish the chronological sequence of the Cang’er Region, this studyconducts a
detailed analysis of the archaeological material from Yinsuodao and combines it with ma-
terial collected through survey work around Lake Erhai as well as other related archaeo-
logical finds. In this fashion, this study fills in gaps in the chronological sequence of
Yinsuodao site and also expands it, establishing that the chronology of Yinsuodao can
indeed be applied to the whole Cang’er Region. The study thus establishes the chrono-
logical sequence of the archaeological culture of the Cang’er Region, showing that it ex-
tents into the Iron Age.

Furthermore, this study also connects the cultural sequence of the Cang’er Region



Abstract

with the chronology and cultural sequence of prehistoric sites in surrounding areas.
Based on the '“C dates from Yinsuodao and the other sites in the surrounding region, it
becomes possible to asses the period of use of the site in question as well as its cultural
particularities. Based on the chronological sequence of the Cang’er region that in turn
builds upon the Yinsuodao chronology it becomes possible to estimate the spatial distri-
bution of the facies of each cultural phase.

After investigating into the cultural developments of the areas around Cang’er, this
study analyses the prehistoric environment and cultural background of the Cang’er Re-
gion. In a next step, this study conducts some long — distance comparisons, trying to es-

tablish the origins and long — term developments of the local cultures. Through a com-

parative analysis of over 25 assemblages of culturally or regionally representative sites -

throughout the Hengduan Mountain Range, it becomes clear that the origin of the prehis-
toric culture of the Cang’er region lies in the early cultures of the Hengduan Mountain
Range, expanding from there over the years, depending on the local circumstances, and
developing into the different local cultures in eastern and western Yunnan, finally be-
coming the complex network of cultural contacts and development as Sima Qian de-
scribed them in the “Biographies of the Southern Tribes” in the Shiji ( Historical Re-
cords)

Keywords: Yinsuodao, Canger Region, Chronology
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