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The bookmark-me program at HKUST gives me a chance to pay
tribute to my professor and mentor from some thirty years ago.
Professor Chou Fa-kao was a world-renowned linguist who came to
Hong Kong in the 1960s and helped promote the study of Chinese
language with a particular focus on Cantonese. In those early years,
this was a field relatively unexplored. It was largely due to his
inspiration, encouragement, and guidance that I took my first step
into the field and began my career as a student of the Cantonese
language. In retrospect, it was perhaps because of that passion for
language and Cantonese that I finally decided to return to Hong Kong,
where it all began. And, so, it gives me great pleasure to dedicate to the
late Professor Chou my first book, a comprehensive study of Cantonese

grammar.
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