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It is a bright spring morning. A Tortoise walks by and meets a Rabbit.

Tortoise: Hithere, Mr. Rabbit.
Beautiful day, isn't it?
Rabbit: Aren’t you “the Slow Tortoise”?

The Tortoise is a little mad, but he doesn’t show it. The Tortoise still tries to be

nice to the Rabbit.
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Tortoise: Yes, I'm Mr. Tortoise.
I’'m happy to meet you.
Let’s be friends.
Rabbit: No, thank you.
| don’t want to be your friend.
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Tortoise:
Rabbit:

Tortoise:

How come?

Your legs are too short.

You can’t jump.

And you are too slow.

My legs may be short.

And | may be slow.

But | can still beat you in a race.



25.The Rabbit and the Tortoise
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Rabbit:

Tortoise:

Ha/Ha/Ha!

That’s funny!/

How can you beat me?
| am much faster.

| can beat you for sure.
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Rabbit:  No, you can’t!

Tortoise: Yes, | can!

Rabbit:  No, you can’t!

Tortoise: Yes, | can!

i Let’s have a race now.
Then you'll see.
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Rabbit: Now?

Okay!/Why not?

| will win for sure.
Tortoise: Let’s make a bet.

If I win,

you must carry me on your back.
Rabbit: | promise.

But if | win, you must carry me.
Tortoise: Fine.
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The other animals in the forest hear about the race and gather to see

the Tortoise and the Rabbit run. The race is about to start.

Tortoise:  See the mountain top?

Rabbit: Yes.
Tortoise: The first one to reach there, wins.
Okay?

Rabbit: Okay.
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The Fox is the starter.

Fox: Stand behind this line.
Are you both ready?

Tortoise: Yes.

Rabbit: Me too.
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