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the Office for National Statistics EZx4t11/E in favour of #&A%
economic downturn &¥AE25S private sector FAE
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The number of stay-at-home fathers reached a record

O XA T, FB KK

high last yvear, new figures show, as families saw a rise in LR BEEA S, BRE
female breadwinners.® Men now make up nearly 10 percent ik EA Bt &,
of those who care for children while their partner goes out to
work, official employment statistics revealed today. There were
227,000 men staying at home to look after family between
September and November last year, a rise of 19,000 compared
to the same period in 2011 and the highest increase since
figures began in 1993.

Experts suggested that the shift was down to men @ L B 6 X RYFsNE . tosing Hheir
losing their jobs in the recession and either failing to find s, BAHETIRE R

BXFFRAERE-HX
new employment or deciding that it did not make financial WEERE.
sense for them to return to work if their partmer was a high
carncr. “Overall more than 2.3million people are classed as
“economically inactive” because they are at home looking after
children, the Office for National Statistics said. The number
of women staying at home saw a small rise over the period to
v
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reach just over 2.1million, but has been higher in the past.

The ONS said the figures reflected a growing trend
where it was more common for the man to stay at home
while his spouse went out to work.® A recent European
Commission report said couples where both the man and
woman earn money “lost ground” during the economic
downturn in favour of female breadwinners, who increased
their share to almost 10 percent.

Jenny Garrett, the author of Rocking Your Role, a
guide for women who earn the main salary in their family,
welcomed the trend.® “The figures don’t surprise me. I think
it’s a lot to do with the sectors that have been hit most by the
current economic climate, which in the private sector were
quite male dominated,” she said. “Many men are now having
to think about whether to retrain or possibly take a job that
is not as highly paid, and asking whether it is worth if their
partner is in a good job.”
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in the face of @il celebrity hangout & AR
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on feedback from restaurant patrons RIEEZHIRIR
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New York’s vaunted restaurant scene is in for some lean
e uF ‘] kﬂ\ﬂm lean twmes

sating out less T WA A 8, & & W times, according to the newest Zagart survey released on
PR E W, 52 A % LR A

ﬁ;zﬂéﬁ roorn g Tuesday, with price hikes coming at a time when diners say
W ' ! -

they are eating out less often and spending less in the face

of dire economic conditions.®
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=, & RN EEENE Restaurants are clearly feeling the pinch from the
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economic crisis,” said Tim Zagat, founder of the survey
now in its 30th year which bases its food, decor and service
ratings for some 2,000 restaurants on feedback from
restaurant patrons.® But he added that the industry would
weather the hard times, just as it did following the 1987
stock market crash and the September 11 attacks.

[he pullback was not limited to diners, either, the
survey found. Restaurant openings declined for the first
tme since 2003, down to 119 from last year’s 163, and
I87 just three vears ago.® Nearly 40 percent of the survey’s
38,000-plus respondents said they were coping with the shaky
economy by eating out less often, and by patronizing less

expensive restaurants.

All this in a year in which Zagat found prices up 3.3
percent, or far more than the one percent annual hike that

prevailed over the past six years.® High-end diners were
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hit even harder, with a nearly 10 percent tab increase.
The average tab in New York was $40.78, still less than
the steepest U.S. total of $44.44 in Las Vegas, and far
behind other world capitals such as Paris, Tokyo, and even
Toronto. The bracing findings were one explanation for a
spate of new burger, pizza and barbecue places that popped
up this year, the survey noted. Even celebrity chefs such
as Alain Ducasse and Jean-Georges Vongerichten opened

bistros or noodle shops.

Any good news mostly centered around establishments
that topped the ratings.® Per Se nabbed the top spot for the
first time for both food and service, with diners citing an
“unforgettable, transcendental gastronomic marathon”—
with an average $303 tab to match. The ratings cellar was once
again reserved for theme restaurants like American Girl Place
or Hard Rock Cafe, but celebrity hangout Elaine’s scraped

bottom with even lower marks for service and decor.
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