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The Etruscan civilization flourished from 1000 B.C.E. to 100 B.C.E. between two rivers,
the Arno and the Tiber, in central-western Italy, and its prosperity was closely associated
with the abundance of resources Etruria was endowed with. Fertile land brought in
bumper crops. The long coastline and lagoons on the plain provided proper berthing
spaces for people engaged in fishing and trading. More importantly, Etruria was rich in
mineral deposits such as copper, iron, and tin. It was relying on those deposits that the
Etruscans gained control over the metal melting industry almost across the Mediterranean
region and established a trade network influencing the entire region. The booming trade
and the fusion of cultures constituted the foundation of the Etruscan civilization.

The origin of the Etruscans has been believed to be in Italy, Asia or the north, and
the issue is still being debated today. The beginning of the Etruscan civilization was the
Villanovan period. In the eighth century B.C.E., more and more Greeks were attracted to
southern Italy by the mineral deposits there, and maritime trade started to flourish. The
languages, cultures, and wealth brought by Greeks and Phoenicians led to the fast growth
of the Etruscan civilization, the emergence of the aristocracy, and the transformation of
villages into towns. The Etruscan city-states prospered during the Orientalizing period (725
B.C.E.-600 B.C.E.). City-states were mostly ruled by the monarch or the aristocracy but
they were just a loose alliance. Due to the frequent exchanges with the East, local art was
deeply influenced by Egypt and Asia Minor, and the most profound influence came from
the Greek culture. The Greeks brought the alphabet to Etruria and the Etruscans embraced
the Greek myths and customs. Etruria also exerted impacts on other regions in its
southward expansion. In 616 B.C.E., an Etruscan named Lucius Tarquinius Priscus became
the king of Rome. From then on, Rome was ruled by the Etruscans for about a century.

In the sixth century B.C.E., the Etruscan civilization reached its peak, spanning almost
the entire Apennines. In the following years, however, the Etruscans lost the war against
the Greeks for hegemony in the Mediterranean. The Etruscan king of Rome was also exiled
in 509 B.C.E., bringing an end to the era of the monarchy. The Roman expansion in Italy
signaled the decline of the Etruscan civilization. In the fourth century B.C.E., the Etruscans
were defeated by the Romans many times. In 280 B.C.E., Etruscan city-states forged
alliance with Rome; the Etruscan style of artworks was gradually blended with the Roman
style and eventually disappeared in the dazzling Roman civilization.

The Etruscan civilization was an outcome of the convergence of various cultures and
its artworks had a unique style. It was well-known in the Mediterranean for its metal
manufacturing and processing technologies, and the exquisite metal products ranged
from household utensils to luxuries, particularly those made of metal micro-particles.
The Etrusco-Corinthian pottery was developed based on the Greek style of art. The
Roman civilization was also heavily influenced by the Etruscan civilization. It was from
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the Etruscans that the Romans learned about the Greek culture. In addition, Etruscan
processes were used to build the city of Rome and Etruscan technicians were employed
for the construction of large buildings such as temples. It was the Etruscans who led the
Roman civilization to a “splendid time”.

Gone with the Etruscan civilization were its language, writing, and books. For a long
time, people could only learn about the fragments of this ancient civilization from the
records kept by the Greeks and the Romans. Until the Renaissance, scholars driven by
the interest in classical art started to re-examine the Etruscan civilization. Since the 19th
century, modern archaeologists have unveiled more about the civilization’s course of
development and researched deeper into the writing, art, and customs of the Etruscans.
This exhibition “The Etruscans: The Dawn of Ancient ltaly”, featuring the findings of
archaeological excavations in Tuscany, Italy, is intended to give people a full picture of
the Etruscan civilization, including its politics, art, religion, and the Etruscans’ everyday
life. One indispensable part of the effort to examine a local culture is to know more about
other civilizations of the world during the same period. The set-bells unearthed from the
tombs of early Western Zhou Dynasty in Yejiashan, Suizhou indicate that the State of
Zeng, located in today’s Hubei Province, already entered into the era of ritual and music
around 1000 B.C.E. The heyday of the State of Chu was right around the sixth century B.C.E.
Comparing cultures and fostering visitors” international vision has always been one of the
purposes of the exhibitions presented by Hubei Provincial Museum.

“The Etruscans: The Dawn of Ancient Italy” is a continuation of the exhibition “A
Splendid Time: The Heritage of Imperial Rome” held in 2012. The exhibition series are
expected to help the visitors better understand the early civilizations in Italy and promote
the mutual understanding of the two peoples. | would like to thank friends of all sectors
for the efforts you have made for this exhibition.

May the exhibition achieve a full success!

Fang Qin
Director, Hubei Provincial Museum
Director, Hubei Provincial Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology
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Who were the Etruscans? Due to the lack of written records, as many other ancient
civilizations, the Etruscan culture is surrounded by mysteries. Around the 9th century
B.C., Etruscans started to settle down in central Italy, and by the 5th century B.C., their
society had taken shape. As cities sprang up and large constructions and commemorative
sculptures appeared, large bronze workshops emerged, too under the influence of the
Greek-lonian and Athenian styles. In the 4th century B.C. when the Etruscans were forced
to bow their heads to the Romans, their culture began to decline and was ultimately
assimilated. It is generally believed that the European civilization today owes its origin
mainly to the Greeks and the Etruscans, and more directly to the latter. After nearly a
thousand years of development and prosperity, the Etruscan civilization faded away into
profound historic mysteries. The Etruscans, as a race, have disappeared, leaving nothing
but traces of roads, bridges, dilapidated cities and a number of tombs.

The Etruscans were full of vitality. They enjoyed life; loved great food, wine and arts;
and valued freedom and wisdom. They were passionate and romantic; even their graves
were permeated with joy. The Etruscans worshipped pure natural forces, grasped the truth
of life, freed themselves from the burden of rational thinking, and maintained more vitality
and goodwill. They understood the dynamic rhythm of life and the transient yet eternal
charm of innocence which after thousands of years and human damages can still be seen
and felt today. The Etruscans led a plain and simple life as natural as breath for centuries,
unassumingly and unaffectedly. However, cultural richness and elegance did not promise
strong military force; on the contrary, fine arts and an elegant lifestyle were always
subdued by mighty warriors. The tragedy of the Etruscans was that they captured the hearts
of the Romans and drew out the monster of greed. The Etruscans had huge impact on the
Roman culture, giving them their lifestyle and customs, and probably their writing system
and digits, too.

Although there were very limited information about the Etruscans in documents in
both Greek and Latin, numerous archaeological findings and in-depth studies made in
recent years have given us a clearer picture of what the Etruscans went through from the
9th to the 1st century B.C. Here, together with Hebei Museum, Guangdong Museum and
Emperor Qinshihuang's Mausoleum Site Museum, we brought in the special exhibition
of The Etruscans: The Dawn of Ancient Italy from Casa dei Carraresi Museum, ltaly in the
hope that the display of a large number of relics of the Etruscans will dissolve the historic
mysteries and unveil to us the unique culture, arts, religions and ethnic characteristics of
the Etruscans.

Chen Hao
Director of Zhejiang Provincial Museum
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During the 1,000 years before the Common Era, cultures nurtured in basins of the
Yellow and Yangtze Rivers in the Western and Eastern Zhou Dynasties as well as Qin and
Han Dynasties continuously emitted the brilliant light of Eastern civilization. Meanwhile,
in the central west part of Apennine peninsula in the remote Western world, the
mysterious and colorful Etruscan civilization also originated and developed. The Etruscans
who created the civilization settled down between Arno and Tevere rivers, developed
agriculture, and built villages and cities. Their customs, religious ceremonies, architecture
and cultural art had exerted a prominent and profound influence on the ancient Roman
civilization. For example, Roman numerals and Latin alphabet were created and widely
promoted by ancient Roman people on the basis of studying and inheriting the results of
the Etruscan civilization. Thanks to joint efforts of Chinese and Italian cultural heritage
institutions, the brilliant physical culture created by such an old civilization comes to
the East and will unveil its mystery to start a dialogue on museums between Eastern and
Western civilizations.

As two greatest countries of ancient civilizations in the world, China and Italy have
had a long history of mutual communication. As early as the Eastern Han Dynasty, people
from both sides began direct contact and led the communication and exchanges between
Eastern and Western countries. In the past 2,000 years, Guangdong, a major province in
the coastal area of China, had always been an important starting point of the Maritime Silk
Road and played a significant role in trade and cultural communication between China
and foreign countries. In recent years, economic, cultural and social communication
and cooperation between Guangdong and ltaly developed rapidly. In 2011 they signed
a memorandum on strengthening communication and cooperation between them.
Guangdong Museum has introduced The Colden Age of Neapolitan Art: Masterpieces
from the Museum of Capodimonte in Naples and many other quality exhibitions from
Italy, which have attracted great attention and won wide acclaim in the society. Now show
The Etruscans: The Dawn of an Ancient Civilization will be held in Guangdong Museum,
and we firmly believe it will bring Guangdong audiences closer to the Western civilization
and offer them a new and extraordinary chance to deepen their understanding.

I hereby would like to extend my sincere gratitude to Soprintendenza per i Beni
Archeologici della Toscana, Casa dei Carraresi Museum, Treviso, and National Museum of
Archeology, Florence, for their loan of some of the precious Etruscan treasures. My thanks
also go to Hubei Provincial Museum for its hard work in coordinating this exhibition.

Wish the exhibition a great success!

Wei Jun
Director of Guangdong Museum
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Following A Splendid Time: The Heritage of Imperial Rome in 2013, Hubei Provincial
Museum, Zhejiang Provincial Museum, Guangdong Museum, and Emperor Qinshihuang’s
Mausoleum Site Museum will, in succession, stage another grand exhibition, The
Etruscans: The Dawn of Ancient Italy. Today, it is unveiled at Hubei Provincial Museum
as the first session. As the second special exhibition staged with joint efforts of several
domestic museums, it showcases our pioneering spirit, international outlook, and scientific
understanding of development, and marks our shared goal and vision of contributing to
the building of a culturally strong country, promoting the prosperity of the socialist culture,
and serving the general public.

The Etruscan civilization lasted from the 10th to the 1st century B.C. (from mid- and
late West Zhou Dynasty to West Han Dynasty in ancient China) in the Apennine peninsula
and had a profound influence on ancient Rome and the Western civilization that followed.
This exhibition will present over 300 items from the Museum of Archeology, Florence and
several other museums in Italy, including various daily items, gold ornaments and delicate
stone carvings. Bearing strong exotic features, these items will reveal to us the history of
the Etruscans of nearly a thousand years from their emergence till the final assimilation
into the Roman Empire. With this special exhibition on show, Hubei Provincial Museum
will provide visitors with both an understanding of the mysterious Hubei culture and the
experience of a charming exotic civilization. Human civilization, inclusive and diverse as
it is, plays an important role in promoting shared development of the entire human race.
Let’s have an excellent tour across Eastern and Western cultures and enjoy the special
splendor of a civilization totally different from our own.

As an archaeologist, I'm sincerely grateful to my Italian peers. Without their hard
work, such a grand exhibition will not be possible. On behalf of Emperor Qinshihuang’s
Mausoleum Site Museum, my heartfelt thanks also go to Hubei Provincial Museum and
Casa dei Carraresi for their generous contribution which helped present the fabulous
Apennine civilization 3,000 years ago to visitors in the East today.

Wish The Etruscans: The Dawn of Ancient Italy a great success in Hubei Provincial
Museum and look forward to staging it in Emperor Qinshihuang’s Mausoleum Site
Museum which is the center of the Qin culture.

Cao Wei
Director, Emperor Qinshihuang’s Mausoleum Site Museum
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