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Preface to Chinese Translation

I am extremely grateful to Ting Jen-chieh -- both for the
prodigious work entailed in translating my book and for his
considerable effort in bringing it to publication. This gratitude is
amplified by difficulties peculiar to the book. Chinese Sociologics
1s a challenging book to read in its original English, much less to
translate. As reviewer Andrew Kipnis notes, the book differs from
the vast majority of anthropological studies of the Sinophone world
for its focus on issues of general and comparative theoretical import
(Kipnis, 2002:186 ).

Kipnis also draws attention to the fact that the book’s
theoretical emphases on social reproduction and on the productive
effects of alienation are (to say the least) “unfashionable” (Kipnis,
2002 :186). Consequently, the book’s efforts to employ analysis of
elements of Chinese social life and culture so as to illustrate the
advantages of this theoretical perspective face the extra burden
of engaging and disputing more fashionable (what I would now
term “idealist” ) trends. In a nutshell, the book employs analysis
of Chinese social formations to address general anthropological
theory instead of (as much more commonly the case) employing
anthropological “theory” to enhance ethnographic description.

The foregoing circumstances account in part for the densely
figured argument. The book is not only “theoretical,” it is
theoretically disputatious and demands much of the reader, including
familiarity with a broad spectrum of contemporary theoretical
discourse and sufficient patience to work through the logic of its
own theoretical syntheses of psychoanalytic and practice-oriented
theory. I do not apologize for this difficulty; it is a consequence
of the book’s ambitions. But I do acknowledge them, and Ting
Jen-chieh’s accomplishment in taking on this challenge should be
understood in this light.
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Take for example the term “sociologics” in the book’s title. As
noted in the text that follows, I invented the term to highlight the
book’s shift away from predominantly idealist (i.e., “symbolic” or
“linguistic” ) understandings of “culture” toward a more dynamic
sociological view of social process. By the same token, “alienation”
figures importantly but idiosyncratically in the book’s theoretical
argument. In short, the book is not only theoretical, it is also
somewhat unconventionally theoretical. This preface is not the
appropriate place to rehearse a defense of this posture, but I note
them here in order both to prepare the reader for what follows and,
again, to acknowledge my gratitude to Ting Jen-chieh for taking on
such a formidable task.

I am, of course, very excited to see Chinese Sociologics made
available to Chinese readers. I am hopeful that it will draw attention
to some of the topics it raises and (inevitably) to provoke resistances
as well as alternative arguments. Indeed, in my own work in the
years since its publication, [ have continued to wrestle with a deeper
and more humane understanding of some of the topics initially set
out here. In particular, I hope to publish soon a book tentatively
entitled “Filial Obsessions.” I envision this book to be a rethinking
of Chinese patriliny, gender, and family process that builds from the
analyses presented in chapters 7 and 8 here.

Finally, I wish to express my gratitude to the Institute of
Ethnology, both for supporting the publication of this translation
and for years of sustaining collegial engagement. Beginning in
the 1970s when I first came to Taiwan to pursue my dissertation
research, several generations of directors have unfailingly
supported my efforts by providing affiliation, access to library
resources, research assistance, and letters of introduction. In
addition, I have enjoyed many years of collegial relations with the
Institute’s research fellows, too numerous to name, in innumerable
conversations and through participation in conferences, seminars,
and workshops. In the broadest sense, these collaborations have

made this book possible. Z
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