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Gone with the Wind

Chapter 1

carlett O'Hara was not beautiful, but men seldom realized it when caught by

Sher charm as the Tarleton twins were. In her face were too sharply blended the
delicate features of her mother, a Coast aristocrat of French descent, and the heavy
ones of her florid Irish father. But it was an arresting face, pointed of chin, square of
jaw. Her eyes were pale green without a touch of hazel, starred with bristly black lashes
and slightly tilted at the ends. Above them, her thick black brows slanted upward,
cutting a startling oblique line in her magnolia-white skin—that skin so prized by
Southern women and so carefully guarded with bonnets, veils and mittens against hot

Georgia suns.

At this time, sixteen-year-old Scarlett O'Hara jumped down from her father's
carriage and stood still for a moment. She made herself calm, smoothed her hair, and
looked at her surroundings.

Scarlett and her father and sisters had just arrived at a large plantation called
Twelve Oaks, which belonged to the Wilkes family. The O'Haras also owned a nearby
plantation which was called Tara. It was not as old or beautiful as Twelve Oaks, but
Scarlett loved it just as much.

It was a beautiful spring day in the year 1861, and the Wilkes family was having a
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Gone with the Wind

barbecue party. As Scarlett looked around, it seemed to her that all the people in the
American state of Georgia had been invited. The large, green lawn in front of the
house was filled with talking and laughing. It was too early for the barbecue meat to be
eaten, but the wonderful smell of roasting pork and chicken filled the air. As Scarlett
stood in front of the carriage, watching her father and sisters greet the others, she could
hardly wait for the party to begin.

On this day, Scarlett had chosen her best dress and done her hair especially nice—
ly, because today was not like other days. This was the day that Scarlett would finally
tell Ashley Wilkes the truth about herself: that she was in love with him!

When she entered the Wilkes' house, the first thing Scarlett did was to look for
Ashley, but she did not see him anywhere. However, her friends Stuart and Brent Tar—
leton had seen Scarlett arrive, and they went over to say hello. Stuart and Brent, who
were twins, were cheerful, handsome boys who had been interested in Scarlett for
years. They were clearly happy to see Scarlett, and she promised them many dances.
However, her mind was on Ashley.

Scarlett could not believe that there was ever a time when she did not love Ashley
Wilkes, the oldest child of the wealthy and respected Wilkes family. Scarlett and Ash—
ley had known each other since they were children; their fathers were very good
friends. Scarlett had not paid much attention to Ashley when they were growing up; she
had thought he was too quiet and serious. And Scarlett was neither quiet nor serious!

But one day two years ago, Ashley had returned from a long stay in Europe and
had come to visit the O'Haras. Scarlett had been sitting on the porch with her younger
sisters, Suellen and Carteen, when he rode up on his horse. When she saw him, Scar—
lett felt her heart begin to pound.

He had alighted and tossed his bridle reins to a pickaninny and stood looking
up at her, his drowsy gray eyes wide with a smile and the sun so bright on his blond

hair that it seemed like a cap of shining silver. And he said, "So you've grown up,
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Scarlett." And, coming lightly up the steps, he had kissed her hand. And his voice!

She would never forget the leap of her heart as she heard it, as if for the first time,
drawling, resonant, musical.
She had wanted him, in that first instant, wanted him as simply and unreasoningly

as she wanted food to eat, horses to ride and a soft bed on which to lay herself.

For two years he had squired her about the County, to balls, fish fries, picnics
and court days, never so often as the Tarleton twins or Cade Calvert, never so importu—
nate as the younger Fontaine boys, but, still, never the week went by that Ashley did
not come calling at Tara.

True, he never made love to her, nor did the clear gray eyes ever glow with that

hot light Scarlett knew so well in other men.

And yet—and yet—she knew he loved her. She could not be mistaken about it.
Instinct stronger than reason and knowledge born of experience told her that he loved
her. Too often she had surprised him when his eyes were neither drowsy nor remote,
when he looked at her with a yearning and a sadness which puzzled her. She knew he
loved her. Why did he not tell her so? That she could not understand. But there were so
many things about him that she did not understand.

He was courteous always, but aloof, remote. No one could ever tell what he was
thinking about, Scarlett least of all. In a neighborhood where everyone said exactly
what he thought as soon as he thought it, Ashley's quality of reserve was exasperating.
He was as proficient as any of the other young men in the usual County diversions,
hunting, gambling, dancing and politics, and was the best rider of them all; but he dif-
fered from all the rest in that these pleasant activities were not the end and aim of

life to him. And he stood alone in his interest in books and music and his fondness for
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