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Research on Medical Disputes in the Republic of China.

Reflection on Harmonious Doctor-patient Relationship

Abstract

Doctor-patient relationship is the basic relationship during
medical practice. Good relationship should be friendly, mutual aiding
and trustful, and it should be based on rights,interests and purposes
of both sides. Compared with the ancient times, the doctor-patient
relationship had changed thoroughly in the Republic of China. The
doctors became specialists because of the specialization in hospitals
and specialized hospitals. Doctors were usually more interested in
diseases and pathological changes of the organs under treatment
rather than the social and psychological needs of the patients. These
were background that led to the conflicts, or disputes, between
doctors and patients, which were referred to as “medical disputes” in
the Republic of China.

Western Medicine was introduced to the Republic of China
under complicated social background. People from different social
strata had different views of Western Medicine. The government
supported it, for example, Sun Yat-sen firmly believed in it, and
Minister of Education at that time Wang Daxie even advocated
abolishing  Traditional Chinese Medicine. The mainstream
intellectual circle including famous people like Hushi, Liang Qichao,
and Yanfu propagated about Western Medicine actively and managed
to maintain influence of Western Medicine to society. However, it
took some time for the masses to get to know Western Medicine and
gradually accepted it. Little by little hospitals became the center of
medical practice because operations of ophthalmology and surgery
were advantageous at that time, and the number of general hospitals
and specialized hospitals increased. Due to many reasons, conflicts
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between doctors and patients occurred during medical practice, Even
disputes between doctors and patients were sued, which were called
cases in medical disputes. The periodicals and newspapers reported
and commented on them, which showcased the importance attached
to these incidents by society. 73 cases of medical disputes were
reported from 1929 to 1949.In 1934 alone, there were 21 cases.
“The year of 23 in the Republic of China” was called “The year of

”. The disputes mostly involved surgical operations

medical disputes
and took place mostly in medically developed areas, such as
Shanghai, Guangzhou, Wuhan, etc. Doctors were sued because
patients died after taking the prescribed medicine or having surgery.
In most cases, doctors were judged innocent, From a historical point
of view, this book dissects some typical cases, analyzes the
underlying reasons for the occurrence of these disputes, including
the responsibilities of doctors and the relationships among doctors,
Patient factors are also studied. In addition, this book discusses
some influence factors in medical disputes, such as the influence of
Medical Professional Guarantee Committee and National General
Practitioners’ Union, etc. The intervention of the judicial sectors
and lawyers and the intervention of the press are discussed too.

The author hopes that the study of the cases of medical disputes
in the Republic of China, together with the research on the influence
of social factors on the diagnosis and treatment of diseases may shed

some light on the problems of medical dispute today.
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