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Prelude

It all began during the celebrations of the 50th founding anniversary of the People's
Republic of China, an occasion with added jubilation when the Chinese nation was greeting
Macao's projected return and the upcoming of the new century. Ever since then, Beijing has
presented to the world a night view never so dazzling and magnificent.

The state policy of reform and opening to the outside world and the progress China has
made in her modernization endeavor provided Beijing with an opportunity and necessary
conditions to beautify her night by starting a lighting project. The Beijing Municipal Com-
mittee of the Chinese Communist Party and the Beijing Municipal Government attached
great importance to the lighting project. In fact, the project was taken as one major task to
promote urban construction and management to make Beijing commensurate with her nature,
functions and status and able to fully display her demeanor as a modern metropolis and the
tremendous achievements she has made under the reform-and-opening policy. This task
has been performed with flying colors, so successfully done that the Chinese capital has
come to be endowed with a unique night view that is summarized as "stately, unaffected,
magnificent and dazzling." To be specific, the city has largely built up a complete system of
festival lighting, a system that is technologically advanced while culturally and artistically
expressive, a system good enough to enhance the festival atmosphere of jubilation, vigor,
harmony and joy. The Tian'anmen area, the venue of national festival celebrations, is the
center of this system. The Chang'an Avenue, along with its east and west extensions, and the
streets that form the north-south axis of the city are the focus. Other important or busy
streets (or areas) are also sites of the new night view. Moreover, with exotic lighting installed,
ancient buildings, landmark buildings and modern high rises are able to display their dis-
tinguishing features.

Credit should be given to the Party Central Committee and State Council for their atten-
tion and assistance to Beijing in her urban construction, to institutions and individuals in-
volved in the project -- Party committees and governments at various levels in Beijing, cen-
tral government departments, experts, workers and administrators, and to all Beijing citi-
zens for their support and understanding. Our thanks go to all those who have contributed
to the success of the city's lighting project, in particular to the photographers, writers and
editors for their photos and texts in the album that enlivens the festival night of Beijing in all
its glory and will forever keep it alive.

At the threshold of the century, we are building a still more magnificent future for Beijing
by dint of intensified effort to implement the reform-and-opening policy and promote her
modernization. "Lanterns usher in events of still greater importance, and lights signify a still
brilliant Beijing." As the saying goes, we will, with a still higher enthusiasm and in a down-
to-the-earth manner, improve the city's festival lighting. Beijing will become even more beau-

tiful and magnificent, as she is joining the rank of modern, international metropolises in

7R A
Jia Qinglin*

“The athor is member of the Political Bureau of the Chinese Communist Party Central Committee and secretary of the Beijing Municipal Cammittee of the Chinese Communist Party.

step with China's modernization.
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