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Preface
i

Sun To-Ze (1913-1975) was born in Shou County, Anhui Province. She was one of the
most important painters to move to Taiwan with the government of the Republic of China. In
1931, she was admitted to the Department of Art at the National Central University in Nanjing
with a score of 100 for sketching. Afterwards, she scored over 90 points for all the skills tests
in school. Her talents were highly praised by her instructor, Xu Bei-Hong, who wrote, “To-
Ze has been studying painting for only three months, and yet she has shown infinite wisdom
and outstanding talent, something | have rarely seen before.” In 1935, Sun graduated from the
National Central University. In the same year, the Chunghua bookstore published A Collection
of Sun To-Ze’s Sketches for her.

After graduation, Sun To-Ze taught at the Anhui Provincial An-Qing Girls’ High
School and Anhui Provincial An-Qing Junior High School. At the beginning of the Second
Sino-Japanese War, she taught temporarily at the Guangxi Provincial High School, giving
lectures on painting of scenery and still life on summer courses for art teachers. Afterwards,
she refuged from the war to Lishui, Zhejiang Province, and worked as a painting teacher at
Zhejiang Provincial Temporary United Primary and High School and Normal School. In 1948,
she returned to Hangzhou, Zhejiang, and taught at the National College of Art in Zhejiang
Province (This was the name given to the institution resulting from the war-time merger of
Hangzhou College of Art and Beiping College of Art). In 1949, she migrated to Taiwan with
her family and taught at the Taiwan Provincial Normal College (now National Taiwan Normal
University) until retiring in 1971. In 1963, she was invited by Chang Qi-Yun, the founder of
Chinese Culture College, to plan and organize the Department of Fine Arts at that college on
Yangming Mountain, Taipei, and became the first head of that department.

Sun To-Ze’s works reveal her outstanding talents and expertise in both Chinese and
Western painting. In school, she majored in Western painting. Her paintings show solid
sketch lines and delicate texture in shading. Besides charcoal pencil portraits, she also tried
ink wash painting with a brush. Her oil paintings of outdoor scenery were inspired by nature.
As she stated, “I adhere to Mr. Xu Bei-Hong’s instruction, admire nature, and regard the
Creator as a mentor. | intend to be as realistic as | can.” She faithfully followed Xu Bei-Hong’s
realistic painting style. In her later Chinese ink wash paintings, she applied the concepts



and techniques of western painting enriching Chinese painting. She also developed a new
path for Chinese painting with a solid, realist foundation. Sun To-Ze’s Chinese paintings,
landscapes, figures, flowers and birds were all painted with perfect techniques, especially
geese. Even though she introduced realist techniques to Chinese painting, she retained the
lofty poetic aura of literati painting. For this, the aesthetician Zong Bai-Hua once praised her,
saying, “She combines the solid texture of Western painting with the gradation of ink wash
painting, which is a brand new way of being both substantial and intangible.”

- Additionally, in her art career, Sun To-Ze devoted half of her lifetime to fine arts
education, having students all over the country. While teaching, she neither cared the
students' background, nor forgot to give them a helping hand. Throughout her life, she
regarded the pursuit of the beauty of truth as a career, producing outstanding talents for
members of the art circle in Taiwan such as Liu Guo-Song, Zhuang Zhe, Xie Li-Fa, and so on.
Apart from promoting art education, Sun was also enthusiastic about international cultural
exchange. She was twice awarded Fulbright Scholarship by the United States Department
of State. She also gave lectures at the University of North Carolina in the United States. Sun
spared no effort in promoting Chinese culture and international exchange that she brought
works of modern Chinese ink wash painting to many foreign countries, holding exhibitions
and giving speeches. She contributed greatly to fine arts and cultural education, in which she
played an indispensable role.

Sun To-Ze had experienced war and was forced to leave her hometown and wander
from place to place. Her life was short but rich. Her passion for art never faded. Her few
surviving works are fine ones, executed with delicacy and sincerity and well worth viewing.
This year (2013) is a centenary of her birth. We have selected more than one hundred of her
oil paintings, sketches, ink wash paintings, calligraphy, photos, and documents to share with
the public. In this way, we hope to present the essence of Prof. Sun’s art career, commemorate
her well-acknowledged but less discussed artistic talent, and show her multi-faceted painting
styles.
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Director, National Museum of History
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charge of National Central University, several female artists with great
ments studied there. The most renowned artists were Shen Tsu Fen,

‘ dEVQQEd to Chinese painting, exploring a new
a prosperous future for her painting career.
sg it can never stay in the same place and will

abje and mutually supportive. It will be much
3 painting with such a solid foundation in western

Lo Chia-Lun (Educationist and Historian)
(The original article was written in 1950s)
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