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Jia Da-qun, A member of the Appraisal Group for Art Subjects of the Academic Degrees
Committee under the State Council of China, Dean of the Graduate Study Programs and
A Professor in Composition and Theory at Shanghai Conservatory of Music. As one
of the few composers living in mainland China, who receive commissions often from
abroad and has reputation in the world musical circles, he has composed many works
that have been performed throughout the world with great acclaim. His String Quartet
(1988) has won the grand prize in ‘The 12" IRINO Prize’ in 1991 in Japan and other
compositions, such as Rondo(1984), The Dragon and Phoenix Totem(1985), Two Move-
ments Symphony(1986-1987) and Symphonic Prelude --- Bashu Capriccio(1996) etc.
received awards in the composition competitions in China. Flavour of Bashu (1995)
was awarded as ‘The Chinese Classic Musical Composition of the twentieth-century’ by

Chinese government.
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A few words about

The Prospect of Colored Desert
JIA Daqun

West of the Desert
Appearing and vanishing from time to time, tiny figures of
camel reveal in the continuous and soft sandy wind.
Disappearing after an instant show, a little footprint were left

behind the singing from the bell on ship of the desert.

The Silk Road
It was tenacity that created the channels of commercial inter-
course for thousands of years.
It was soul that composed the symphony of cultural commu-

nication for an eon.



INSTRUMENTS 4 28

1 Chinese Sheng (36 pipes) 1 #E% (36% )

1 Chinese Pipa (Tuning of AD.E,A) 1 ¥EEE

Percussion (1 player) 1 47 &

1 Marimba 1 Z#®
4 Temple Blocks (play by Sheng player) 4 A# (A& HEEREE )
2 Bongos (small and middle size) 2 # X (/. %)
3 Tom-toms (small, middle and large size) 3 # & (/. F. k)
1 Tambourine 14 5

1 Bass Drum 1 kK#

1 Violin 1 /%

1Cello 1 A$#X%

Duration of the work: approximately 9 minutes
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The Prospect of Colored Desert

for Violin, Cello, Chinese Sheng, Chinese Pipa and Percussion
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This work was commissioned for The Silk Road Project, Inc.
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