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Chapter 1

arly in the month of October, 1815, about an hour before sunset, a man who

Ewas travelling on foot entered the little town of D—.

No one knew him. He was evidently only a chance passer—by. He seemed very
much fatigued.

The man bent his steps towards an inn, which was the best in the countryside. He
entered the kitchen, which opened on a level with the street. The host, hearing the door
open and seeing a new—comer enter, said, without raising his eyes from his stoves.
"What do you wish, sir?"

"Food and lodging," said the man.

"Nothing easier," replied the host. At that moment he turned his head, took in the
traveler's appearance with a single glance, and quickly declared, "I cannot receive you,
sir."

The man half rose. "What? Are you afraid that I will not pay you? Do you want me
to pay you in advance? I have money, I tell you."

"What then?"

"You have money..."

"Yes," said the man.

"And L," said the host, "have no room."

The man resumed tranquilly, "Put me in the stable."
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"I cannot."

"Why?"

"The horses take up all the space."

"Very well!" retorted the man, "a corner of the loft then. We will see about that
after dinner."

"I cannot give you any dinner."

This declaration, made in a measured but firm tone, struck the stranger as grave.
He rose.

"Ah. But I am dying of hunger. I have been walking since sunrise. I pay. I wish to
eat.

"I have nothing," said the landlord.

The man burst out laughing, and turned towards the fireplace and the stoves,
"Nothing! And all that?"

"All that is engaged."

"By whom?"

"By the guests here."

The man seated himself again, and said, without raising his voice, "I am at an inn;
I am hungry, and I shall remain."

Then the host bent down to his ear, and said in a tone which made him start, "Go
away!"

The man dropped his head, picked up the bag which he had deposited on the
ground, and took his departure.

He chose the principal street. He walked straight on, keeping close to the houses
like a sad and humiliated man. He walked thus for some time. In this way he came to
Cathedral Square, then walked down the street to a small, low house, which stood be—

side the church.
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Chapter 2

hat evening, the bishop, after his walk through the town, remained shut up

Trather late in his room. He was busy over his work, which was never complet—
ed, unfortunately.

At eight o'clock, he was still at work, writing with a good deal of inconvenience
upon little squares of paper, with a big book open on his knees, when there came a tol—-
erably violent knock on the door.

"Come in," said the bishop.

It opened wide with a rapid movement, as though some one had given it an ener—
getic and resolute push. A man entered. It was the pitiful traveler. He entered, ad—
vanced a step, and halted, leaving the door open behind him. He had his bag over his
shoulders and a violent expression in his eyes. The fire on the hearth lighted him up.
He was hideous. It was a sinister apparition.

The bishop fixed a tranquil eye on the man.

The man rested both hands on his staff, directed his gaze at the old man, and
without waiting for the bishop to speak, he said in a loud voice, "See here. My name is
Jean Valjean. I am a convict. I have passed nineteen years in prison. I was liberated
four days ago. I have been walking for four days since I left Toulon and traveled a
dozen leagues today on foot. This evening, when 1 arrived in these parts, I went to an
inn, and they turned me out. I went to another inn. They said to me, 'Be off,' at both

places. No one would take me. I went to the prison; the jailer would not admit me. And
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