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Copyright Trade Business and
Development in the Digital Age

Richard Mollet
CEO of British Publishers Society

Similarity and Difference: the Innovation and Development

of Copyright in the Digital Age

We were looking forward to the attendance of China as the Market Focus at
London Book Fair, in April 2011. Again, this event passed with great success
and I believe all of the British publishing fraternity found it a highly interesting
and rewarding engagement. It was a pleasure to host China and I hope that the
bonds forged between our two countries before and during the Book Fair will stand
us in good stead for very many years to come.

I am going to speak today about the development of copyright in the digital
age and so to set the context I would like to briefly provide some background de-
tails on the current state of the British publishing market.

In 2011 the UK book market was worth some £ 3.2 billion. Digital sales
formed 8% of that total and increased 54% on the previous year, when they were
only 5% of sales.

Growth varied across different sectors, but the stand-out performance was in
consumer ebooks which grew by 366% between 2010 and 2011 and now stand at
£ 92bn. But even in the 8 months of this year, although our official figures are
not yet in, publishers are reporting that in some titles and genres digital sales are

around 40% - 50% of the total. Amazon recently announced that their sales of

10



