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Foreword
LANDSCAPE - URBANIZING CHINAR
MODELS FOR A HIGH DENSITY PASTORAL CITY

That modernization needs urbanization is not guestioned in China
today - it is understood as a given. Though the first wave of
modernization focused on industrial productivity, Mao described cities
with smoking chimneys as the industrial heartbeat of the nation. In
the current wave, it has been the fact of cities: their agglomeration
of globalized commerce and exchange that is the country's measure
of its modernity. In a society which has already housed more than
1/3 of its population in 100 cities with over one million inhabitants,
a figure that will double in the next generation, it is critical to ask
what could be the generative methods and critical criteria for the
ecological design of metropoles nationwide? Since the speed of
development during the first 30 years did not leave much room for
critical rethinking of urban planning models, with grave ecological
consequences for the country, it is a welcome hypothesis that this
studio poses: recognizing research in urban ecologies as the key to
‘design for survival',

Methods favored by landscape urbanism have made a strong case
for considering rural strategies to establish ecological patterns for
development. The Foothills Strateqy, Professor Kongjian Yu's proposal
for a new approach to urbanization in China, maps one such future
for Qinglonghu, in the Fangshan District, southwest of Beijing. The
brief proposes to preserve the remaining productive coastal plains
for agriculture while occupying the foothills. This proposition that
the foothills could be part of a pattern of high density mega cities,
connected by high-speed rail transportation, makes this concept
distinct from current European models of pastoral urban form and
land use, with their limits on density. Here the strategy does not
guestion the inevitable growth of large megalopolis, but suggests
to further agglomerate satellite cities totaling 30 million more
inhabitants for Beijing - with feasible models for their expansion
into a necklace of mega cities with organizational ecologies that
generate new high density pastoral urban formations.

Spatial planning is led by the performance analysis of topographic
form, water resource management, existing biota, and tuypologies
for urban infrastructures, such that patterns of the collection
and distribution of essential urban resources, such as water, lead
the development of urban form. While planning for 30 million more
residents within the territory of the Beijing Municipality, a new
rural urban form finds dynamic strategic coincidences in the studio
projects. Generating new patterns for urban density students
are invited to consider new urban typologies in their landscape
ecologies, topographic landforms and other geographic particulars,
and to imagine their new potential urban locality.

In one project the students imagined a new urban form well
connected by high-speed transit to the rest of the mega city,
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and proposed to maintain its industrial mining sites, for some
time, slowly remediating these sites for orchards and recreational
uses, to create a syncopated temporal dynamics in a hybrid of
industry and agriculture. Another projected new forms grey-water
purification wetlands combined with public spaces, in relation to
a sequence of public waterways that organized its urban form.
These special projects succeeded in going beyond familiar models
of urban design and used performative conditions of resource
management to organize and shape hybrid urban spaces, revealing
a new dynamic pastoral city formation.

This studio has brought together the inspirational input of a richly
diverse group of students and professors. The mix of students
from departments of landscape architecture, urban planning and
design as well as architecture formed collaborative groups. Faculty
with focused interest around problematics of urban planning and
urban landscape lead the studio. Professor Kongjian Yu, Dean of
the Graduate School of Landscape Architecture, Peking University,
shared his knowledge of traditional and emerging issues in Chinese
urbanization. Adrian Blackwell, a visiting critic in landscape
architecture and urban planning from the University of Toronto,
artist and urban designer, offered his deep professional knowledge
of China's development and design culture, Stephen Ervin, lecturer
in the department of Landscape Architecture at the GSD and
Director of GSD's Computer Resources department, brought
special interest in the applications of computing and information
technology in design and planning to the studio.

This publication collects the creative effort of the students and
their instructors in addressing very timely issues in the design
of new cities in China. However it also registers a more general
current concern with topics of interest in landscape urbanism’'s
design strategies and methodologies for ecological urbanism of
what | understand to be a paradigmatic high density pastoral city.

The privilege of such diverse and focused instruction must remain
valuable for the students who participated in the studio, and a
treat for those of us who witnessed their dynamic creative minds
at work.

Homa Fardjadi

Principal Fardjadi Architects
Professor in Practice of Architecture
University of Pennsylvania
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