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This was a very typical time. | was single. All you needed was a cup of tea,
a light, and your stereo, you know, and that's what | had.
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Don't compromise.

—Retreat , Pajaro Dunes
September 9, 1982
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We didn't know what the hell we were doing,
but we were very careful observers and learned

quickly.

—The Seeds of Success
Time Magazine, February 15, 1982
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I've got to learn to keep my feelings private.

— The Seeds of Success
Time Magazine, February 15, 1982
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As you start to interact with some of these
people, you find they're not a lot different

than you. The people actually making these
decisions everyday, that're sorta running the
world, are not really very much different

than you. And they might have a little more
judgment in some areas, but basically they're
the same. And, once you realize that, you

start to feel you have a responsibility to do
something about it, because the world’s in
pretty bad shape right now. And, I guess, one
of the things that motivates a lot of people

that I've seen, that actually get out and do
something in any different field, is that we all
sort of eat food that other people cook, and
wear clothing that other people make, and
speak a language that other people evolved, and
use someone else’s mathematics, and we're sorta
taking from this giant pool constantly. And
the most ecstatic thing in the whole world is to
actually put something back into that pool.

—Speech to the Academy of Achievement
June 26th, 1982.
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We all have a short period of time on the
earth...We probably only have the opportunity
to do a few things really great and do them
well. None of us has any idea how long we're
going to be here, nor do I, but my feeling is I've
got to accomplish a lot of these things while I'm
young,.

—Private Gathering With Sculley, 1983
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When you want to understand something that's
never been understood before, what you have
to do is construct conceptual scaffolding...all
of a sudden, as the scaffolding gets set up high
enough, it will all become clearer and clearer
and that's when the breakthrough starts. It is
a rhythmic experience, or it is an experience
where everything's related to everything else
and it's all interewined. And it's such a fragile,
delicate experience that it's very much like
music.

—The Bang Behind the Bucks, The Life Behind the Style
Newsweek, Fall 1984
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I'm the only person I know that's lost a
quarter of a billion dollars in one year. It's very
character building!

—The Bang Behind the Bucks, The Life Behind the Style
Newsweek, Fall 1984
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My main reaction to this money thing is that
it's humorous, all the attention to it, because
it's hardly the most insightful or valuable thing
that's happened to me.

—Playboy, February 1985
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When I went to school, it was right after the
Sixties and before this general wave of practical
purposefulness had set in. Now students aren't
even thinking in idealistic terms, or at least
nowhere near as much. They certainly are not
letting any of the philosophical issues of the
day take up too much of their time as they
study their business majors.

—Playboy, February 1985
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We're just enthusiastic about what we do.

—Playboy, February 1985
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Remember, computers are tools. Tools help us
do our work better.

—Playboy, February 1985
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When you're a carpenter making a beautiful
chest of drawers, you're not going to use a
piece of plywood on the back, even though

it faces the wall and nobody will ever see it.
You'll know it's there, so you're going to use a
beautiful piece of wood on the back. For you
to sleep well at night, the aesthetic, the quality,
has to be carried all the way through.

—Playboy, February 1985
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In most cases, people get stuck in those
patterns, just like grooves in a record, and they
never get out of them. It's a rare person who
etches grooves that are other than a specific
way of looking at things, a specific way of
questioning things. It's rare that you see an
artist in his 30s or 40s able to really contribute
something amazing. Of course, there are some
people who are innately curious, forever little
kids in their awe of life, but they're rare.

—Playboy, February 1985
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As it was clear that the Sixties were over, it

was also clear that a lot of the people who had
gone through the Sixties ended up not really
accomplishing what they set out to accomplish,
and because they had thrown their discipline
to the wind, they didn't have much to fall

back on. Many of my friends have ended up
ingrained with the idealism of that period but
also with a certain practicality, a cautiousness
about ending up working behind the counter
in a natural-food store when they are 45, which
is what they saw happen to some of their older
friends. It's not that that is bad in and of itself,
but it's bad if that's not what you really wanted
to do.

—Playboy, February 1985
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