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Address

Design epitomizes the wisdom and creativity of humankind, and the development of design embodies human's
continuous pursuit of better life. Today, modern design has become a core factor in the flourishing creative industry.
It represents both artistic creativity and economic and technological strength, and becomes an important part of
core competitiveness in the developed countries. Meanwhile, as an important form of contemporary culture, modern
design shapes and leads social trends and tastes, creates and changes people's lifestyle. From the cultural perspective,
design mirrors a nation's history, culture, aesthetics, and spirit. It is also an important way to inherit and reform a
nation's culture.

Since the Reform and Opening up, modern design has achieved remarkable development in China. Design industry
has related to other fields, such as economy, science, technology, culture, and daily life, and become an important
driving force for China's economic growth and social progress. In recent years, China established "Improving the
Capability of Independent Innovation and Building Innovation-oriented Country” as the national strategy. Modern
design plays an essential role in the transformation of intellectual property and materializes the independent
innovation in China's modernization. It provides both strong support to the sustainable development of China's
economy and powerful force for the rapid growth of China's comprehensive national power and competitiveness.
Ministry of Culture of China and Shenzhen municipal government co-sponsor "2012 Chinese Design Exhibition."
Taking "Time and Creativity" as the theme, the exhibition aims to display the great achievements made in Chinese
design in recent years and to promote the development and innovation of Chinese design. Times breeds design and
design leads social fashion. "2012 Chinese Design Exhibition" takes "Encouraging the Innovation in Chinese Design
and Promoting the Advancement of Social Life" as the objective. It advocates that excellent works should accord
with the reality in China and display Chinese characteristics so as to highlight the positive role that design has played
in the economic and social development and the improvement of people’s living standard. It particularly concerns
the humanistic and cultural values of design and prefers the designs that inherit the traditional culture and embody
innovative spirit. In addition, as a national platform for design exhibition, "2012 Chinese Design Exhibition" not
only encourages the innovative designs that combine art and uniqueness to foreground the role that excellent
designs play in leading the social fashion, but also upholds the concept of “Green Design," hoping to establish more
healthy and positive lifestyle through excellent designs and to promote the sustainable development of China.
Although design involves many fields and categories, culture is the foundation on which it stands. With a history
of 30 years, modern design is flourishing in China. At present, China is striving to build the well-off society in an
all-round way. Under this circumstance, Chinese design will meet precious opportunities and enormous challenges
and undertake more responsibilities. | sincerely hope that “2012 Chinese Design Exhibition" can collect more design
resources and attract more excellent designers, enrich the cultural value of Chinese design, lead the innovation in
Chinese design, promote the sustainable development of Chinese design and creative industries, and make more

contribution to the construction of the innovative country and powerful socialist cultural country.

By CAl Wu

Minister of Ministry of Culture of China
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Address

As the combination of science and art, creative design not only epitomizes art and wisdom but also represents the
development of history and the spirit of society. Nowadays, with the expansion of economic globalization and the

development of media technology, creative design is presenting a brilliant future.

"2012 Chinese Design Exhibition" is a national exhibition co-sponsored by Ministry of Culture of China and Shenzhen
municipal government. The exhibition takes "Time and Creativity" as the theme and "Encouraging the Innovation
in Chinese Design and Promoting the Advancement of Social Life" as the objective. Through the exhibitions in
exterior and interior, the exhibition displays the latest achievements made in Chinese design and attracts many
designers from China and overseas. In addition, several seminars will be held during the exhibition, in which designers
would discuss the situation, achievement, and future of Chinese creative design. | believe these will promote the

innovation and development of Chinese design.

Shenzhen became the special economic zone under the approval of Deng Xiaoping, the chief designer of China's
Reform and Opining up. The special economic zone is also the result of creativity, which is the most important
character of Shenzhen. In the past three decades, Shenzhen created miraculous development in industrialization,
modernization, and urbanization with the pioneer spirit. In the 1980s, Shenzhen firstly implemented the market-
oriented economic system. In addition, Shenzhen adjoins Hong Kong and Macao. These advantages endow Shenzhen
with diverse culture and attract many ambitious designers who start their career there. The creative spirit in design
accords with the pursuit of creativity in Shenzhen. In these years, Shenzhen held many design exhibitions and
competitions, such as "Mayor's Cup Competition of Industrial Design" and "Biennale Exhibition of City Architecture.”
Shenzhen has also cultivated many design companies with worldwide fame. In 2008, Shenzhen entered the UNESCO
Creative Cities Network and became "Capital of Design® in China. Now, design has closely related with Shenzhen,
endowing the city with power of creativity. Ministry of Culture of China chooses Shenzhen as the host city of "2012
Chinese Design Exhibition," which, | believe, demonstrates the achievements Shenzhen has made in design and

promotes the construction of “Capital of Design® in China.

In "2012 Chinese Design Exhibition,* the works have been selected from more than 10, 000 works by judges in a
strict and fair way, and they cover graphic design, product design, space design, and cross-over design. With
international perspective and diverse form, these works present to us "Time and Creativity, " the prosperous Chinese

modern design, Chinese designer's thoughts on and explorations of design, and the directions of the future design.

Here | would like to express my sincere gratitude to all the friends who contribute to the success of "2012 Chinese
Design Exhibition" and my highest respect and best wishes to the designers who never give up their pursuit of

design!

By WANG Rong
standing Member of Guangdong Provincial CPC Committee

Secretary of Shenzhen Municipal CPC Committee
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Preface

Design is an interdisciplinary activity and has been widely used. With technological development and cultural support, design
has been expanding its boundary among technology, art, science, ethics, material, spirit, tradition, and modernity and
exploring the new lifestyle of humankind by integrating other fields. In the post-industrial era, design plays a crucial role
in social transformation and industrial upgrade and becomes an important part of the core competitiveness in many countries.
Since the Reform and Opening up, design has achieved remarkable development in China. Design industry has now related
to other fields, such as economy, science, technology, culture, and daily life, and become an important driving force for the
rapid growth of China's comprehensive national power. In the 21st century, globalization is deepening. China's development
relies more and more on the world and design industry meets unprecedented opportunities as well as big challenges.

With full preparation, Ministry of Culture of China and Shenzhen municipal government co-sponsor "2012 Chinese Design
Exhibition," a national platform for design exhibition and research. The exhibition aims to display the achievements made
in Chinese design, to present the overall view of Chinese design, and to promote the development and innovation of Chinese
design. Taking "Time and Creativity" as the theme, this exhibition shows the relationship between design and social reform
in China: Time stimulates the birth of Chinese design and design, in turn, leads the social fashion. China is a developing
country with a population of 1.3 billion and is facing significant opportunity for development. China is furthering the
economic, political, cultural, social, and environmental development. Under such circumstance, more excellent designs that
accord with the reality in China will be needed so that people's needs can be satisfied and the coordinate and sustainable
development can be realized.

Design would not advance without technological and industrial development, especially the cultural innovation, of a country.
Culture is the source of thought and wisdom. Only basing design on culture can we broad our vision and face the future
challenge. In the creation of contemporary culture, design not only seeks resources from the traditional culture to grow
up, but also transforms it and makes it new. The exhibited works in "2012 Chinese Design Exhibition" are created by designers
and design teams from mainland China, Hong Kong, Macao, and Taiwan of China, and overseas Chinese. As founders of
modern Chinese design, they have been influenced by both the Western ideas and Chinese traditional culture. They observe
that design displays the developing paradigm and social life of China and represents the significance of diversity, as the
saying suggests, “Things differ but co-exist harmoniously." We must admit that design starts late in China and lags behind
compared with the developed countries. However, more Chinese designers have obtained confidence by turning to the Chinese
construction tradition and combining the East and the West, the tradition and the modernity, and are striving to find a
developing paradigm that accords with the reality in China and the social trend. Although this exhibition presents the designs
created since 2008, it embodies the trials and tribulations Chinese design has experienced in the last three decades. Through
this exhibition, we hope to collect more resources and designers in Chinese design and to find and present more excellent
designs that more people can enjoy so as to foreground the humanistic value of Chinese design, to enrich the cultural value
of Chinese design, and to promote the sustainable development of Chinese design and creative industries.

The 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China has outlined the plan for building the moderately prosperous
society in an all-round way, promoting the socialist modernization, and making new victory in the socialist construction with
Chinese characteristics, made overall plan for China's reform, and marked a new era for China's building the moderately
prosperous society in an all-round way. To further and coordinate the economic, political, cultural, social, and environmental
development, Chinese design will undertake more responsibilities. We sincerely hope that "2012 Chinese Design Exhibition"
will mark a new start for Chinese design and contribute to the construction of the powerful socialist cultural nation and

the realization of the moderately prosperous society in an all-round way.
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