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Preface

In the spring of 1999 Thomas G. Rawski, a fa-
mous American economist, came to visit Guangzhou.
During his visit we had extensive academic exchanges
and built up close friendship. Prof. Rawski has long
been interested in China and its economic progress . He
is one of the first to visit China in the early 1970’ s
when the two great countries started official contacts.
From then on he visited China many times and estab-
lished close academic relations with many research insti-
tutes. He impressed us with his abstruse observation
and insightful analyses on the Chinese economy.

China has achieved great economic success after a
score of years of reform. At the start of the new centu-
ry greater challenges exist on the way of further devel-

opment. During our academic exchanges with Prof.
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Rawski it came to us an idea of doing a series of inter-
views with some of the foreign economists who observe
the Chinese economy closely. We intend to explore
their unique observations and analyses on the Chinese e-
conomy and share them with our Chinese readers.

It is our fortune and honor that Prof. Rawski ap-
preciated our idea and supported us generously. He in-
troduced a lot of worldly known economists who are
specialized in the Chinese economy. Without his help
this program could not have been turned into reality.

This program started in late 1999. Mr. Wei Xiao,
who graduated from the College of Economics of Pekin
University and obtained his MA in 1993, and went to
Pittsburgh to continue his PhD study in 1996, complet-
ed all the tasks of interviews independently. It is our
hearted thanks to him for his excellent and effective
work of doing all the interviews. His talents and hard -
work deserve our respect.

It is important to note that the comments and sug-
gestions made by the foreign experts are not necessarily
correct, nor do they necessarily fit in the Chinese reali-
ty. Some need to be discussed further more. However,

their comments and suggestions are precious in the
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sense that they give us some new idea or new stand-
point for reference.

We owe our thanks to Dr. Xu Jianbo, professor in
Shenzhen Party School, for his excellent work of trans-

lation.

Yongquan Chen
May, 2000
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