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Author’s preface

Unlike other cultures that people write their own given name
first, Chinese people write their family name first; unlike other
people introduce their given names when they first meet, Chinese
people would ask for the family name first; such as “{R 5 #:7”
(What's your family name?). The Chinese are also considered it is
most solemn when they swear, by saying that they would not belong
to their family name they carry otherwise. For example, “FRZEffA
FXHE, ALK (I 1 break my promises to do so, I'll belong
to my family name of “Zhang”no more! In this case, the surname is
“Zhang”).

Through the simple examples given above, we can see how
important the family names (or Surnames) mean to the Chinese
people, what important position they place it in their hearts.

In researching Chinese surnames, you will find that there exist
so many and so complicated Chinese surnames. With Chinese history
stretching back so far and Chinese territory being so broad, these
reasons all make researching into Chinese surnames more difficult
and confusing. But the good things are, Chinese culture has always
emphasized their ancestors, and has had a long tradition in
worshiping their ancestors instead of god; and with their long,

continuous civilization, rich well-recorded history and the country’s
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relatively closed in geography; it is not an impossible task to
research the origins of the Chinese surnames. In comparison, it is
almost an unimaginable and impossible thing for the other cultures
in the world to do so.

This is a book that tries to analyse, simplify and classify the
complex of numerous streams of Chinese surnames.

The author’s aims are not only to give readers a broader and
clearer view of the Chinese culture, especilly in the culture of
Chinese surnames, which is also a part of the Chinese culture that
has five thousand years of civilised history; but also to point out the
importance of the Chinese surname system for researching human
beings and human social development.

This book divides two main streams of surnames in a traditional
way, what the Chinese people considered as (“% # F#0”) the
descendant of “Yan” and “Huang” who lived around 5, 000 years
ago. The book classifies all current popular surnames into these two
streams, and lists them all into two stream figures. Further, this
book also introduces the origins of the ancestors in the
“YaoShunYu” (38%% ) age more than 4,000 years ago. According
to analysis of detailed, legendary records from that age, the
surnames that stem from these ancestors are further classified into
eight separated streams. And all current popular surnames are also
being separated into the eight stream figures.

This book not only introduces the top twenty of the current,
most popular Chinese surnames’ origins in detail, but also
introduces the top one hundred and twenty of the Chinese surnames’

origins in brief. Moreover, for every surname, the author has also listed



some influential people who had that surname in Chinese history, in order
to give readers more reference and more interesting.

Further, this book gives the top two hundred of the current
most popular Chinese surnames in one table and marks them with
their main origin out of the eight streams. And this book also tries
to provide some answers for difficult questions and confusing aspects
about the origins of Chinese surnames.

The author’s principle in writing this book was to make such
complicated concepts as simple and clear as possible. As such, the author
has endeavoured to present the information in a simplified form, utilising
as many tables and figures as possible. He hopes that comprehensive
information presented this way will enable quick understanding and
allow for the book to be a source of reference that can be pulled out
and checked upon easily from time to time when needed.

The author wishes this book not only can deliver the system of
Chinese surnames in its entirety, but also wishes it can help readers, in
particular Chinese people who live overseas, as well as those who from
the backgrounds other than Chinese who are interested in Chinese
culture, to know and understand more about Chinese history, Chinese
culture, especially about Chinese surnames’ culture,

The unique Chinese surname system, the Chinese surname
culture, can be a priceless source of study on human beings and

human societies.

Yinong Chen
Melbourne

May 2013
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