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Abstract

There are many essential differences between Marx’s theory of the origin of
the state and Wittfogel’s thought of “Social administrative country”. According to
Marxism, “civiliz(s)ation” does not refer to the social progress or delicate cultural
forms, but “state” or “state community”. The essence of a “state” is its public power
separated from the people instead of its public administrative function because the
latter cannot distinguish a state from a non-state. State violence is the essential feature
of civilized society because the public power at first works only as a police presence.
Gens are not an aggregation of families. The occurrence of monogamy families means
the disintegration of the primitive society. The final victory of the occurrence of
monogamy families is a symbol of the start of civilization. Engels’ theory on symbols
of the state formation can also be applicable to the ancient China.

The civilization process in the Middle Reaches of the Yangtze river can be
generally divided into developmental trajectories from the chiefdom at the end
of primitive society, the city-state of early states to the Metropolitan state and the
kingdom and the empire in turn. It seems a little earlier than its vicinity and is one of
the direct sources of Meishan type culture which influences the Erlitou Culture. The
culture and civilization in the Middle Reaches of the Yangtze River played a critical
role in the formation of Xia civilization.

The Middle Reaches of the Yangtze River is an important birthplace of civilization
in China. It is also an important birthplace of rice and pottery making. The prehistoric

handicraft of the middle reaches of the Yangtze River reached higher level or no less
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than that of other areas. They include pottery, metallurgy, building materials, jade,
architecture, bamboo or wood furniture, lacquer, textile and garment processing, etc.

The causes of the rapid evolution of the civilization chiefly lie in the development
of productivity, the transformation of production relations and social ideology. The
northward push of the cultural centre as well as its rapid development benefited a lot
from the merge and conflict of different cultures in the cross-country areas.

The Middle Reaches of the Yangtze River are the main activity region for many
historical characters such as Paoxi, Shennong, Yellow Emperor, Xiling, Emperor
Ku, Emperor Zhi, Emperor Yao, Zhu Rong, Lao Tong as well as the Chu people, Ba
people and Sanmiao people. Jiuli and Sanmiao are the people who were reduced to
ordinary people,while “Baixing” refers to those who belonged to the noble class. The
occurrence of the state in the Middle Reaches of the Yangtze River like the occurrence

of the other states has revivified the theory of the origin of the state in Marxism.

Key words: Marxism; the theory on the origin of the state (civitas); the Middle
Reaches of Yangtze River; the Neolithic culture; the civilization process; legendary

period
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