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' In ihisunii,you will Ieﬁrn about

1. Principles of good writing.
2. Qualities of a good writer."
3. The purposes of writing.

Warming Up

L. Appreciation of Writing

Writing allows even a stupid person to seem halfway intelligent, if only that person will

write the same thought over and over again, improving it just a little bit each time.
—Kurt Vonnegut
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II. A Famous Writer

William Shakespeare is regarded as the greatest writer and poet ever known in the
English language who authored world’s greatest poems, drama and sonnets. The bard, who
remains an icon in the literary world, wrote over 38 plays, 154 sonnets and several poems and
most of his works are still performed all over the world. Having started with comedies and
histories, Shakespeare earned name for raising the genres to the heights of creativity and
classiness. His major works are considered to be the culmination of art of tragedy, romance
and comedy in his era and is still emulated by the writers that came after him. In his later
career Shakespeare wrote poems which set the best mixture of love, passion, procreation,
romance, time and death. His greatness lies in the fact that several plays and poems written by
him, along with his other works are widely performed and translated into almost every existing

language till date.

Part One Qualities of Good Writing

It is not easy to answer the question “What is good writing?”, because once writing is
considered “good”, there must be different reasons. In fact, there is no formula or program for
writing well. However, there are certain qualities shared by most examples of good writing of
different styles. The following is a general description of the principles of good wiring. Before
reading, please think about the following questions.

(1) Do you like writing? Do you think writing is an easy thing? Why or why not?

(2) What is your impression of good writing?

(3) What is the most difficult thing for you to write?

Principles of Good Writing

Experiences in school leave some people with the impression that good writing simply
means the writing that contains no bad mistakes—that is, no errors of grammar, punctuation, or

spelling. In fact, good writing is much more than just correct writing. It is a writing that
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responds to the interests and needs of your readers.

Briefly, the basic characteristics of good and effective writing are as follows:

e Good writing has a clearly defined purpose.

e [t makes a clear point.

e [t supports that point with specific information.

e The information is clearly connected and arranged.

e The words are appropriate, and the sentences are clear, concise, emphatic, and correct.

e [t carries some of the personality, the individuality of its author. In other words, it has
the quality of creativity.

The ability to write well is not a gift that some people are born with, not a privilege
extended to only a few. If you’re willing to work, you can improve your writing. Good writing
is the result of much practice and hard work. Don’t be discouraged by the thought that writing
rarely comes easily to anyone. Instead, keep in mind that regular practice will make you a
better writer. As you sharpen your skills, you will gain confidence and enjoy writing more than

you did before.
Exercise:

1. According to the above description, can you fill in each branch of the following

diagram with a noun or a noun phrase to summarize all the principles of good writing?

= e

e =
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2. Please read the following passage written by a college student, then, give your

comments and tell in which aspects it is good or weak?

Topic: Today, the high sales of popular consumer goods reflect the power of advertising
and not the real needs of the society in which they are sold. To what extent do you agree

or disagree?

Nowadays, there are lots of advertisements on television or on the streets. Some people
think that the advertising boosts the sales of goods and it encourages people to buy things
unnecessarily.' This arguments many be true. In my country, many advertising companies
produce advertisements with famous and popular actors or singers. People, especially
youngsters, buy goods that their favorite singer advertise, although they do not really need the
products.

Also, on the television screen, a product may look gorgeous and good quality. As a result
of it, people often buy goods without enough consideration. Consumers may not actually need
it but they buy goods impulsively soon after they watch the advertising. Furthermore, as many
customers buy a particular product due to its advertising campaign, the other people may be
affected by the trend, even if the product is not of the real needs of the society.

On the other hand, there are various aspects against these arguments. Moreover, it is
people’s choice to make a decision to buy goods. Advertising may be not a cause of customers’
buying habits. Individuals have their own spending habits. If they have got enough disposable
income, then the right to make a decision is given to them. No once tautly can judge whether
the goods sold are the real needs of the society or not.

In addition, as there should be a limited amount of disposable income consumers are able
to spend, people try to allocate their budgets. They cannot be simply swayed by those
advertisements.

In conclusion, as customers have their own strong opinions and standard of good quality
goods, it is better to leave them to make their own decision in buying goods. It is fairly
difficult to say everyone is swayed by advertising and buy goods impulsively. However, in
sensitive area of business such as toy industries, it may be necessary to band advertising to
those children as children have not got enough ability to control themselves or to know what
they need.
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P art Two Qualities of a Good Writer

Group Discussion: In your group, please talk about on the following two questions.
(1) What are the qualities a good writer should have in your opinion?

(2) How to be a good writer?

Now, please read the following statements on the qualities of a good writer and the ways
to be a good writer, and in groups, tell in which aspect you need to make improvement in

order to be a good writer.

1. Qualities of a good writer

1) Proper time management
To be a good writer, it is essential to concentrate on time management. It is also important

to finish your writing projects on time. Never leave articles unfinished. You should also invest
a lot of time in gathering information about the topic on which you’re about to write. You
should never procrastinate and always stick to schedule. It is best to create a timetable and
stick to it. This is necessary to improve the quality of your articles.

2) Open-mindedness

If you want to be a good writer, it is essential to be open-minded. In the online
world, many will read your articles and criticize them. Some will outrightly point out
mistakes. It is essential to take these comments with a positive attitude and work on
your weaknesses. You might have learned everything about writing for the web but
there is so much still left to learn. Your readers and critics will help you in sharpening

your skills.
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3) Learning and understanding new concepts

Knowledge also changes continuously. What might be true 10 years back may not be
fully true now. Thus, it is essential to stay updated about new developments in the field you are
going to write about. It is suggested to have a habit of reading newspapers and news websites
on a regular basis.

4) Language skills

Writing articles written with errors and grammatical mistakes can affect your reputation.
It is a good idea to study a good book on English grammar. You can also use an online

grammar check software.
2. Ways to be a good writer

1) Read, read, read

The best writers are voracious readers. There’s no better way to improve your writing
skills than by reading the works of others. It’s important to read a variety of styles and genres.
For example, if you want to write fantasy novels, you should read fantasy novels, but also
challenge yourself. Your writing skills and voice will broaden if you also read contemporary
fiction, classics, non-fiction and whatever else you can find.

2) Write as much as you can

To become a great writer, you must practice your craft. If you’re struggling to find the
time to write, put writing time in your schedule. Many writers wake up early to write in what
may be the most peaceful time of day. Find a rhythm that works for you and stick with it.

3) Take a writing course

Writing isn’t typically a self-taught profession. There are numerous resources you can
pursue when you need formal training. You might enroll in writing classes at a local college or
apply to a graduate writing program. If cost is an issue, seek out a free online writing course.

4) Read the elements of style

If you want to read about writing, you ought to pick up a copy of The Elements of Style
by William Strunk. This influential guide to English and grammar is one of the most highly
regarded books ever written on the topic. It includes eight elementary rules of usage, ten
elementary principles of composition, a list of commonly misused words and other rules of
form that you can’t do without.

S) Build your vocabulary

You’re bound to be more expressive when you write if you have more words at your
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command. When you come across a word you don’t know, take the time to look it up, then try
to use that new word you’ve learned in your writing. You can also seek out vocabulary
building exercises online to increase the number of words you have at your disposal.

6) Become a better researcher

Good writing is rooted deeply in good research. It’s much easier to craft a
well-written book, article or manuscript when you have a wealth of information at your
fingertips. A good way to learn about the research practices of others is to study the
bibliographies of books you read. Consider the sources other writers used and how they
informed the text.

7) Write for an audience

There’s no pressure to improve your writing quite like having to share it with an audience.

Forums for sharing your work are plentiful. You can read it at an open mic night, publish it on
a blog or share it with friends. You may also consider sending your work out for publication.
While the rejection letters every writer receives can be disheartening, your persistence will
help you grow as a writer.

8) Get workshop feedback

Writing workshops are where aspiring and experienced writers get together for peer

critiques. By joining one of these groups, you’ll get a variety of criticisms on your own writing.

You’ll also strengthen your skills by learning to critique others. If you can’t find a local
writing workshop, look for one online.

9) Learn how to edit your own work

Laurell K. Hamilton, author of the wildly popular Anita Blake series, once said that
“70% of a first draft is garbage and 30% is gold’ and she couldn’t be more right. Editing is
part of writing. You’re fooling yourself if you think you can write a piece once and be
done with it. There is always something that can be improved upon. By taking the time to
learn how to edit your own work, you virtually guarantee that you will become a better
writer.

10) Don’t rely on spell check—proofread

Proofreading is just as important as editing. While spell check tools are helpful, they’ll

) ) . i d piece
often miss errors. Careless mistakes can cost you a job, embarrass you and ruin a good p

of writing. Always proofread what you write. Do it slowly and do it twice.

sy
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Part Three Purpose of Writing

When a person writes something, he or she has purposes for writing. The writer may have
motivations of which he or she is unaware. The writer may also have mixed, and even
contradictory, motivations for writing. In general, people write either because they are required
to or because they choose to write for their own reasons. Required writing happens on the job
and in school. Self-chosen writing happens in many circumstances. Both required and
self-chosen writing can be of many kinds. In either case, reflection on different purposes for
writing can help one produce the most effective piece of writing.

Six General Types of Purpose

1. Expressive purpose: One may write simply to express one’s feelings, attitudes, ideas, and
so on. This type of writing doesn’t take the reader into consideration; instead, it focuses on
the writer’s feelings, experience, and needs. Expressive writing may take the form of poetry,
journals, letters, and, especially, free writing. Often, a person will do expressive writing and
then be disappointed when readers don’t respond to it.

2. Conative purpose: Conative writing seeks to affect the reader. Persuasive writing is
conative; so is writing intended to entertain the reader. Writing intended to arouse the
reader’s feelings is conative. Conative writing may take about any form, so long as its
intention to persuade the reader or affect the reader emotionally.

3. Informative purpose: Informative writing refers to something external to the writing itself,
with the purpose of informing the reader. For instance, this page is informative, as are the
other components of this Map. In our times, informative writing is usually prose, although
in earlier periods poetry was used for informative purposes.

4. Poetic purpose: Poetic (or literary or stylistic) purposes focus on the message itself—on its
language, on the way the elements of language are used, on structure and pattern both on
the level of phrase and of the overall composition. Poetic writing can be in prose as well as
in verse. Fiction has poetic purposes. Anytime one writes with an emphasis on the way the
language is used, one has a poetic purpose.

5. Phatic purpose: Phatic language (and nonverbal communication) establishes and maintains

8
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contacts between speakers or between writer and reader. In speaking, for instance, we may
greet someone by saying, “Howya doin?” or “Hozit goin?” These questions are not requésts
for information. They are intended to establish and maintain friendly contact. Phatic
purposes are not significant in most writing. The use of greetings and closings in letters is
one example of phatic purpose in writing.

6. Metalinguistic purposes: Comments on a piece of writing are metalinguistic. If a student
attaches a note to an essay to explain why the essay is late, the note is metalinguistic in
relation to the essay. An author’s preface to a book is another example of metalinguistic

purpose in writing.

Usually, many pieces of writing have more than one purpose. A poem may intend to
arouse the feeling of sadness in the reader (conative), express the poet’s feelings (expressive),

and use the language imaginatively and forcefully (poetic).

Exercise: Now, please read the following passages and tell the writer’s purpose or

purposes.

Passage 1

Paper Making

First trees are felled and then the branches and leaves are removed. After the
transportation of the logs to the saw mill the bark is stripped from the trunks which are then
sawn into logs. Then the conveyance of the logs to the paper mill is followed by the placement
of the logs in the shredder where they are cut into small strips. Next the small strips are mixed
with water and acid and the mixture is heated and crushed to a heavy pulp. After the cleaning
of the wood pulp, it is bleached with chemicals in order to whiten it and then flattened w.ith
rollers. This results in the production of sheets of wet paper. Finally, water is removed (passive)
and the sheets are pressed and dried....

Writing Purpose is
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Passage 2

There's More to
Life than Money

Nowadays Chinese parents have misled their children into believing that study is their
only goal in life, so they can achieve a better career and earn more money. The parents think
studying hard is the children’s only task, and tend to over protect their children by sweeping
away any difficulty. It’s a social disease that Chinese parents always try to give the children
the best without realizing what they are doing just erodes their children’s independence in the
long run. Parents should change their behavior, because what children need to learn at an early
age, is not just knowledge but also their future responsibilities.

Writing Purpose is

Passage 3

A Special World

A special world for you and me
A special bond one cannot see
It wraps us up in its cocoon

And holds us fiercely in its womb.

Its fingers spread like fine spun gold
Gently nestling us to the fold
Like silken thread it holds us fast

Bonds like this are meant to last.

10



