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DOING OUR BIT

Nothing grabbed more of our news headlines than Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome in Spring
2003. Caught off guard by the epidemic's sudden onslaught. our country and people were subjected to
a rigorous test.

' While hundreds of thousands of medical professionals fought, day and night, with SARS at the
very front line of the battle for human lives, more of our fellow citizens joined the line of defence at
neighbourhoods, public transport hubs, factories, schools, and many other vulnerable places.

Journalists were no outsiders. With their special professional sensitivity and sense of duty, they
recorded the true stories of that unusual time.

No sooner had we seen the first signs of the end of the SARS havoc on the horizon than had
China Daily's photographers proposed to compile an album for the special experience, as we have
done every time there has been a matter of great historic significance in the past 20-odd years.

Gratitude welled up from the depth of my heart as | flipped through these unusual works from
those uncommon days. | feel proud of my colleagues. In those difficult days and nights, reporting
missions took them to isolation wards at designated SARS hospitals like Ditan and Xiaotangshan,
once the most-feared places in Beijing. They were also seen at infected urban neighbourhoods, isolated
rural communities, virological laboratories, garbage processing plants, busy supermarkets and desolate
poultry markets, where they were most exposed to the life-threatening virus. In them we saw amazing
loyalty to our profession at a time when one's whereabouts alone might involve a choice between life
and death. )

The fight against SARS was soul-stirring. It made us rethink the mission of journalism in our time
and the meaning of professionalism in our business.

We weathered the storm. We stood the trial. We will grow. The admirable bravery, solidarity, and
tenacity our nation displayed in the face of this calamity will be our lasting source of inspiration.

As this album was being prepared for printing, the World Health Organization announced its
decision to remove Beijing from its list of SARS-infected areas and lifted its travel advisory against the
city. While rejoicing our initial success in the fight against SARS, we feel we do have much to remember,
to learn and to reflect upon. Let this exceptional album be a bunch of carnations dedicated to all of the

courageous people who have come through those unforgettable days.
7
~

Editor-in-Chief
China Daily
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Ward off and Cure SARS
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On April 17, 2003, a nurse adjusts transfusion equipment for a SARS patient in

a quarantine ward at Beiiim
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On April 17, a female SARS patient receives medical treatment
at a quarantine ward in Beijing Ditan Hospital



Union Medical College
on the phone with her
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On April 17, on a corridor at th %ﬂs in Beijing Ditan hospital, a medical
.
worker who is not feeling well breaks m a colleague’s assistance when she

sees the photographer.




