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Highrise apartment buildings have always been playing an important role in apartment architecture all over the world. This

kind of buildings can save land, increase living space and accommodate more people. They are especially suitable for regions
with high population density and high building density. This book selects representative apartment buildings in recent years
worldwide and classifies them according to the locations. These buildings have peculiar and dynamic appearance and some are
even landmark buildings for cities. Some buildings are inspired by artistic works and some integrate perfectly traditional
and modern elements. A good apartment building should have fine daylighting and appropriate temperature and
emphasize on comfort and health. Some buildings even apply new environmental architectural materials and create
intelligent ecological residences. Designers present design approaches from many different aspects and convey
cutting-edge design philosophies.
In 2011, we published 7he Architecture Design of Apartment in the World. And this book can
be considered as the continuation for that book. We hope that this book can help readers
distinguish the developing orientation for future apartment architecture from
aspects such as planning and layout,architecture conception, space

configuration, interior design, etc.
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Wedged between the office blocks of Bercy and a free-
way, a stone’s throw from the Seine, the operation "Vil-
liot Rapée” encompasses a large block divided into 7
lots. The already completed Lots 1 to 5 line the freeway
and the rue Villiot in a language that speaks of the street:
linear, static, heavy. These towering sentinels fight the
noise of the freeway with strong concrete facades, pro-
viding a barrier for the quiet, heavily planted block be-
yond.

It‘is in the heart of this block that the two “towers” of the
Lot 6 can be found. No longer written in a language de-
fined by the street, they take inspiration from the fluid-
ity and dynamism of the topographical shifts and terrain
that surround them. It is a project formed entirely from
the layering of horizontal strata.

The generous outdoor spaces and glazed surfaces that

each apartment receives go far beyond the brief. If the

shift from house to apartment is defined by the loss of a
sense of “ground”, then this project seeks to reverse this
trend, creating an intermediate typology.

Each apartment sits on a plate that extends beyond
the walls of the building, surpassing the finite concept
of "balcony” and providing a continuity that suggests
ground, earth and garden. The plates shift to allow solar
access, while the balustrades vary in height and material
to provide different levels of privacy to each apartment.
Above all, the project aims to redefine public housing as
a provider of “true homes”, with a sense of ownership
and generosity that denies the traditional desire to cram
inhabitants into small boxes. Residents are given their
share of "ground”, extending their private living spaces,
while having visual connections with the landscaped

public space surrounding the buildings. =
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