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Preface

“Growing Up Together” is a four-level English
Language Listening Program which has been de-
veloped in an educational research project jointly
carried out by Chinese and Canadian teaching and re-
search personnel.

The aims of the program are to improve young
learners’ listening comprehension and to enhance
their use of the English language through the use of
natural and authentic listening materials.

“Growing Up Together” has been prepared for
teenagers who are studying English as a foreign lan-
guage in China. Their specific linguistic, psychological
and developmental needs were carefully taken into
consideration during the preparation of the program.

Level 1 consists of four audio tapes and a manu-
al. There are recordings of 24 poems and rhvmes,
each with extensions and repetitions to illustrate var-
ious sounds and meanings. In all there are about 50
extensions. Lively sound effects and ‘musical lead-in’s
have been introduced into the sequences of each
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item. The manual contains extensive suggested learn-
ing procedures for the users.

Dialogues, conversations, stories, dramas, short
essays, news reports and other forms of audio mate-
rials are inciuded in Levels 2, 3, and 4.

Many individuals and institutions have contrib-
uted to the research project as well as the develop-
ment of this Listening Program.

We wish to thank East China Normal University,
Shanghai, China, and the University of Victoria, B.C.,
Canada, for their enthusiastic encouragement and
constant support. Over the years, we have received
kind help and privileged services from specialists at
both institutions — professional, technical, and prac-
tical.

We are grateful for the generous assistance of
the principals, teachers and students of Fairburn
Elementary School, Campus View Elementary School,
Willows Elementary School, and Arbutus Junior
Secondary School in Victoria, Queen Elizabeth Senior
Secondary School in Surrey and J.W. Sexsmith Com-
munity School in Vancouver, B.C., Canada.

We are deeply indebted to Grace Owen, Mary
Kratzmann. Patsy Kyle, Stephanie Cottell, Christina
Cottell, and Margaret de Weese for their invaluabie
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contributions in editing, recording and assembling re-
sources. We are most grateful for their advice and
consultations.

Our very special thanks go to more than 100
children whose voices were recorded for this pro-
gram. Without their generous cooperation, this pro-
gram would not have been possible.

We have benefited greatly from existing materials
published in many countries. For Level 1, the editors
and researchers along with East China Normal Uni-
versity Press would like to express our sincere grati-
tude to the Department of Education, Wellington, New
Zealand, and the California State Department of
Education, U.S. A. The following authors are also ac-
knowledged for some useful ideas and for a number
of brief excerpts: Joy Cowley, Barbara Hill, Estelle
Corney, Christine Cochemaille, Jarie S. Tippett, Aileen
Fisher, Charles D. Neal. Dr. Seuss and Willard R. Espy.
We also wish to acknowledge and thank all other
friends and publishers who have in some way given
us help. We sincerely regret any possible :rroi. o
negligence and will readily make corrections if
brought to our attertion.

Finally, we are c¢specially indebted to Internation-
al Development Research Centre, Ottawa, Canada,
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whose genuine friendship and continuing assistance
in support of the research project will always be
highly appreciated.

(Note: Names of participants in recording will go to a
separate list in the Appendices.)
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I. Look at the picture and listen. Can you guess the .
meaning ?




