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Below the immortals’ terrace one sees
The towers of the Five Cities,

things in the scene are dreary,

the nightlong rain withdraws.

The colors of hills stretch far to reach
Evening in the trees of Qin,

fulling blocks’ nearby sounds tell

of autumn in the Han palace.
Shadows of a sparse pine fall

On the calm of the empty altar,
scent of tiny plants opens

into the seclusion of a small grotto.
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What use to seek out elsewhere,

Go off “beyond the norms”? —

in the world of mortals also

there is a Cinnabar Mound. (Owen, 2006 :
201)
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Cold red leaves fall one by one onto the
autumn pond,

Always taking the same boat with float-
ing clouds.

Scattered in the South, with no freedom
to bear,

Both are entangled—

I'm afraid the intoning phoenix will grieve
every night. (Lin,1978:108)
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Visiting the Temple of
Gathered Fragrance

1 do not know the Temple of Gathered
Fragrance,

For several miles, entering cloudy peaks.

Ancient trees, paths without people;

Deep in the mountains, where is the bell?

Noise from the spring swallows up lofty
rocks;

The color of the sun chills green pines.

Toward dusk by the curve of an empty
pond,

Peaceful meditation controls poison drag-
ons. (Yu,1980:145)
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In Spring one sleeps
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absent to morning
Then everywhere

hears the birds singing;

After all night

the voice of the storm

And petals—

who knows how many? (Minford &. Lau,
2002:749)
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