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ABSTRACT

In previous chapters we have tried to expose history of the Tsou. We
have shown the different implications revealed by the cultural practices of
the Tsou at different stages as various historical factors affect the social
structure principle.

The society of the Tsou has increased in complexity, they neither live
in a timeless present nor possess an integrated tribal culture. The change in
social forms among the Tsou causes individuals who were involved either
in public or private realms to have a varied cultural understanding of
collective knowledge; which results, on the face of it, in different social
cultural practices. The important main or original house (emo), the forbid-
den house (monopesia), the men's house (kuba), the belief system of the
spirits (hitsu), the millet rituals (miapo and homeyaya), the war rituals
(mayasvi), and the 'main settlement centrism' have not disappeared through
political and economic changes and the influx of Western religion, but have
continued to be passed on by the Tapang and Tufuya main settlements-
despite the interacting influence of such historical factors as political,
economic, and religious shifts.

The murder of the official translator Wu Fong in 1769 is regarded by
the Han Chinese as 'a process whereby an uncivilized people is transformed
into a civilized people by abandoning the savage behaviour of head-
hunting'; the manipulation of ethnic separation policy by the Japanese is

somewhat mixed in this process to cause conflict between the Han Chinese
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and the Tsou. All this, related to the Tsou belief system, encourages the
tribal member to believe that the relationship between magic and Wu Fong
brought about the outbreak of smallpox. The Tsou believe that outside
forces can intrude not only into the ecological and social world, but also into
the supernatural. Whether the Tsou can resist or not depends on the strength
of the outside forces. The Tsou believe the magic of Han Chinese to be more
powerful than their own. The relationship with the outside world is even
better expressed in the ceremonies relating to war and the repair and
rebuilding of the men's house (¢’kubi), and may be also deeply hidden in the
lineage ceremonies connected with consecrating the forbidden house.

During the Tsou people's political modernization, cultural values have
had a strong influence. Under the great pressure from the outside power,the
tribe chose to seek for help from the traditional structure and organization.
New leadership closely interacted with traditional power, and the inherited
hierarchy remains in the society. The social solidarity based on clan
organization, and the administrative system based on bureaucratic prin-
ciples were became consolidated under the interweaving influences of the
tribal tradition and the involvement of new powers from the outside world.
The phenomenon could be observed clearly from the organizations' forma-
tion and the changes in power structure. Thus, the Tsou's political modern-
ization is a result of the interactions of government policies, history, and the
cultural values.

Under these circumstances, the tribal chief has become a divine
symbol of traditional tribal values, and plays important roles in rituals such
as the homeyaya and mayasvi-though, in the recent mayasvi held in the

Tapang and Tufuya main settlements, we have learnt that the two main
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settlements have held the ritual separately since 1985, which slightly
reduces the importance of the peongsi. Meanwhile, elders of the tribe still
maintain their political influences under the Kuomintang government's
rule, acting as community heads, representatives of the township, leaders in
local organizations, priests and teachers. In the traditional society, the elder
mameyoi had the authority to mediate among tribal people; in the modern
world, as committees in the village arbitration commission, they still
possess authority. In other words, while the peongsi has lost political power,
the mameyoi has taken over through making a certain consensus to the
outside world.

The tribe's strong tradition, Japanese indirect rule through the police,
and the tribes' taking Japanese as their legendary brothers-preventing
conflict between the new ruler and the indihenes-contributed to the stability
of the power structure at that time. Under the Kuomintang government rule,
however, the peongsi's power declined, and the chief became a divine
symbol of the tradition and the religion; all this could be observed from the
fact that administrative executives had taken over from chiefs in Tapang as
authority figures. Though lineages with traditional higher social status had
more chances of obtaining economic, educational and political resources,
their involvement in political incidents against the government in the 1960s
reduced their opportunities in politics. The Tsou people, under the historical
pressure from the outside world, inclined to react with their traditional
thinking which, on the contrary, enhanced the new leaders' power.

Under the direction of 'main settlement centrism', which is associated
with concepts of centre and origin, the Tsou trust in their elders to help

consolidate the tribe. However, their absolute obedience to a centre or to a

Xi
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leader causes them to easily surrender to political pressure. Traditional
leaders' political roles declined after their involvement in the political
rebellions against the Kuomintang government in the 1960s. Nenertheless,
new leaders received the same support, and their position was stabilized by
the traditional values of absolute loyalty to the centre. This political
pragmatic conservatism can be found in the Ching Dynasty, in Japanese

colonization, and at the beginning of Taiwan's return to Republic of China.
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