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Preface

Ai Huaisen

A result of the collision of the Indian subcontinent and Eurasian
continent tectonic plates. the Gaoligong Mountains have been nurtured
by both maritime and continental climates, with their distinctive
populations of plants and animals. A wide variety of human cultures
also live in perfect harmony here. I have traveled thousands of miles
over mountains and rivers, but never have I seen another mountain
like Gaoligong, so abundant in the depth and rich variety of colors,
mysteries and magnitudes. Many legends about plants, animals and

people take place in the mountains of Gaoligong every day.

The Gaoligong Mountains preserve the most beautiful, natural
broadleaved forests, the most complete vertical bioclimatic belt
spectrum, the most diverse vertical mountain vegetation types, the richest
biodiversity and the most endemic species in China. In the past 30 years,
it has been a region with the largest number of newly discovered fauna
and flora varieties. Tropical forests are also found at Gaoligong Mountain
Range. which are the highest latitude tropical forests in the world.

The mountains are the original home of the Rhododendron giganteum

(Big Tree Rhododendron), known as the King of Rhododendron, the
largest rhododendron in the world. The eastern and western sides of the
Gaoligong Mountains are home to 16 nationalities including Han. Yi,
Bai, Dai, Lisu and Nu. Different folk cultures and religions contribute to

the varieties of Gaoligong Mountain Range.

Gaoligong Mountains have been a protected region more than
a thousand years. The nature reserve in Gaoligong Mountains in the
modern sense began in the 1960s. As early as in 1962, the Gaoligong
Mountains were designated as a national forest “no cutting”zone
and forestry management depots were set up in Bawan, Mangkuan,
Dahaoping, Qushi and Jietou. In 1983, the Gaoligong Mountain
Provincial Nature reserve was established with the approval of Yunnan
Provincial Peoples Government and three depots to manage the reserve
were set up in Baoshan, Tengchong and Lushui. In 1986, the State
Council approved upgrading the Gaoligong Mountain Nature reserve to
a national nature reserve. In 1992, the World Wildlife Fund designated

it a grade A protected area. In 1994, the Forestry Ministry approved
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implementation of the first phase of a comprehensive plan. Administrative
bureaus were set up in Baoshan City and Nujiang Prefecture to manage
the nature reserves in their respective jurisdictions. In April 2000, the
State Council approved upgrading the Nujiang Provincial Nature reserve
in order to bring it into line with the administration of the Gaoligong
Mountain National Nature reserve. The preservation area after this
combination grew from 12.450.000 to 40,520,000 hectares, making it
the largest nature reserve in Yunnan. In 2000, UNESCO accepted it as
a Biosphere Reserves member. The reserve is part of the Three Parallel
Rivers of Yunnan Protected Areas, established in July 2003, and as such
is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. In 2006, it was named a national
forestry model reserve. In 2011 the Gaoligong Mountain National Park

was established at the southern part of the Gaoligong Mountains.

Since 2004, Gaoligong Mountain National Nature Reserve

Yunnan Baoshan Administrative Bureau have pioneered a new type of

conservation — using videos to protect Gaoligong Mountains. Videos
systematically record the various information of the mountain and

preserve the data comprehensively and in detail. The elegant, truthful

v

and intuitive images of the videos display for all to see the splendid
and magical beauty of the Gaoligong Mountains, the stories of the
mountain’s ecosystem. its wildlife and natural landscape. They also
demonstrate the value and importance of protecting the Gaoligong
Nature Reserve. The videos have greatly promoted the public’s
participation in natural conservation. Since the launch of the video
conservation work, fruitful achievements have been made and the

videos have had a broad impact both at home and abroad.

To better showcase the beauty of the Gaoligong Mountains and
the fruitful achievements of natural conservation, we have published
the One Thousand and One Faces of the Gaoligong Mountains picture
album series. The One Thousand and One Faces of the Gaoligong
Mountains are the 1001 themes and the 1001 stories of the Gaoligong
Mountains and each album tells a story of the Mountains. We hope that
the One Thousand and One Faces of the Gaoligong Mountains will
evoke the people’s love of nature and arouse them to enthusiastically
join in nature protection. We also hope the videos help more and more

people find their way back to nature.
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Lophophorus scalateri
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Lophophorus scalateri is the treasure of Gaoligong Mountains. This large pheasant lives in the
coniferous forest, arrow bamboo forest and scree area in the high altitude mountains. There are
3 different types of pheasant in China, and all are birds under first-class state protection. The
adult male has gorgeous feathers, especially between the head and the neck, that shine with
metallic luster like the rainbow under the sunshine.

The only area where both the Lophophorus scalateri and Lophophorus impejanus can be
found is from southeastern Tibet to Gaoligong Mountains. While looking for the Lophophorus
scalateri, I traveled from north to south. There were precise records of the above two pheasants
at the Duoxiongla Snow Mountains, close to Pai Zhen in Nyingchi Prefecture in Tibet.
However, I only got the pictures of the Lophophorus impejanus, until I reached the Liuku area
at the Gaoligong Mountains on the extension of Nujiang Valley, when I finally took the picture
of the Lophophorus scalateri n the border between Burma and China.

It is a pity that these really special Chinese birds are not well known by the public. Most .
Chinese can name African animals easily, while only one in a hundred can identify these
pheasants. The main threat for the Lophophorus scalateri is poaching from the local
communities. If this valuable large mountain pheasant is extinct solely because of human’s
gastronomic desires, it would truly a tragedy. The most important step toward protecting the
Lophophorus scalater right now is probably publicizing the importance of protection and the
related regulations, to raise awareness in general society.
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Ithaginis cruentus masculus
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Tragopan temminckii masculus




