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Preface

Memories Covered by White
Liu Weibing

—g-he spring of 2003 witnessed the whole East being covered by white. The city faces
were half concealed, only the eyes left uncovered and to be met by other eyes.
This was the memory of the spring of 2003.

This was the facial expression of the spring of 2003.

This expression was not to be found in any other period of human history: people
separated themselves from the outside world with the color of white.

Nor did this expression of spring stand comparison with the expression of any other
spring: blossoms of flows were left unappreciated and only to be beaten by the rain.
Of all the colors, none has been so popular as the white of the bygone spring, which
was seen on every face: masks became an indispensable part of life.

Only then did we begin to feel acutely that the white sea of masks had given full

expression to a type of behavioral art, one that was costly. Into it every one of us had
been forced to get deeply involved, but meanwhile reduced to staying within safe dis-
tance from other participants. We felt unable to breathe. Therefore we would rather it
be an authentic type of behavioral art, which comes to its end when the curtain falls
and thus enables us to enter the dreamland of spring with the fragrance of the flowers
in our hands.

Awakening from the dream, we found that the city had fallen in white. The White

Terror in war times was replayed, with its severity, acuteness and ferocity reinforced
by rolling clouds of white dust blown up by people's confrontation with SARS. So we
had to build lines of life defense on the behalf of mankind. On the lines were found
nurses, soldiers and all of us as well, who confronted, opposed and charged the troops
of SARS.

From then on, every one of us would have a white recollection. In front of the disaster,

each of us, however beautiful, with whatever youthful looks, wore masks, which con-
cealed our identity as well as our faces. But the eyes, the posture and walking manner
revealed our reflection on this world and this spring. Only after the spring was covered
under white did we become aware of its beauty and the attractiveness of our hidden

faces.

Let us remember these faces, on which we see the windows to the soul. The more
these eyes are gazed into, the better we are able to see their overflowing love for this
spring.

Let us remember this period of history as well.

Though with their eyes, our offspring will "read" our story, but their eyes can never

be like ours, which embodied sophisticated and boundless feelings.
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s a mortal being like you and me, who
hasn't been beaten by the wind and waves of
hardship? But never before have we experi-
enced such panic as that caused by SARS.
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