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NED KELLY
A True Story

Australia in the 1870s was a new country for Europeans. They
came from England and Ireland and Scotland to begin a new
life. Some families had good land for farming and got rich. But
others were poor, and stayed poor. It was a hard life, and a
hard life makes hard young men — like the wild Kelly boys.

Policemen in those early years in Australia were hard men too.
Some of them were not very interested in justice. They just
wanted to win the fight. There were a lot of fights with the
Kelly boys — and not much justice. That is the way to drive
wild young men outside the law.

Ned Kelly stole horses, was often in trouble, and did not like
policemen. They put his mother, Ellen Kelly, in prison for
three years. Ellen and Ned tried to kill a policeman, they said.
But it was not true. What can a man do when that happens?
He becomes an outlaw — and fights back . . .
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‘\ﬁfg Ned Kelly: A True Story

/T 1S THE YEAR 1880.

/n the prison in Melbourne, Australia, a young man has visitors -
his mother, a brother, and two sisters. Nobody is saying very
much. There is only one word to say, and the word is ‘Goodbye'.

Because the young man is Ned Kelly, the most famous outlaw
in all Australia. And tomorrow morning the prison officers are
going to put a rope around his neck and hang him until he is
dead.

This is Ned Kelly’s story . . .



BB D ——PfE - YLRIESE

2

18804

ERXAEERAGBIKF, —NF 58
AR TIUALIR A —— o5 B FE — A%
FoFa AR o HATERE AT 435, B2
H—8 “BR”,

B A A2 AR NS - 9UA, 4 KA
ERA LR, ARTR, REFEBTE
FeAbtgie T L, s LM,

PAF SRS - DRI -

prison n. a building where people
are kept as a punishment for a crime,
or while they are waiting to go to
court for their trial Mifk

outlaw n. someone who has done
something illegal, and who is hiding
in order to avoid punishment ¥k
ZtE, BIE

officer n. a member of the police
%, 5H

rope n. a very strong thick string,
made by twisting together many
thinner strings #1438

hang v. kill someone by, dropping
them with a rope around his or her
neck, or to die in this way, especially
as a punishment for a serious crime
() A3, (B) &L



@5} Ned Kelly: A True Story

1
Ned's young days

JULY, 1865. The story begins in Avenel, a small town north of
Melbourne. Ned Kelly lives here with his parents, fohn and
Ellen Kelly. Ned is ten years old, the oldest boy of the seven
Kelly children. He has two brothers, fim and Dan, and four
sisters - Anne, Maggie, Kate, and Grace.
x x x

‘Where’s your father, boy?” Ellen Kelly called out to her son
one evening. ‘Is he on the road? Can you see him?’

Ned Kelly looked out of the door. ‘No, Ma,” he said. ‘I can’t
see him.’

Ned’s father came home late, and he came in quietly.

‘Ellen,’ he said, ‘come with me. I need your help. There’s a
dead cow by the trees on the hill. We must cut it up and bring
it home.’

‘Oh, John, is it one of our cows?’ his wife asked. ‘How did
it die?’

‘It’s one of Morgan’s cows, and I killed it,” John said. ‘So
we must be quick, before he comes looking for it.’

‘Oh, you fool!’ said Ellen.

In the children’s bed in the next room, Ned listened to this.
It was a small house, with only two rooms, and you could
hear everything. Ned was pleased about the dead cow. They
didn’t often have meat to eat, and the children were always
hungry.
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fool n. a stupid person or someone
who has done something stupid %
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‘~#-§2 Ned Kelly: A True Story

But dead cows bring trouble. Three days later there was a
policeman at the door. ‘John Kelly, you killed Morgan’s cow,
and I’m taking you to prison . ..’

That was the end of school for Ned Kelly. He was the man
of the family now. He helped his mother, and he worked on
the Kellys’ farm. The farm was not very big, and life was not
easy for the Kellys.

John Kelly and Ellen Quinn were from Ireland. They
first met in Melbourne, and then came north, to find land
for a farm. Many other Irish people did the same thing.
Everybody wanted land, but some people had a lot more
land than other people. It was a hard, wild life. There was
a lot of drinking, a lot of fighting, a lot of stealing — horses,
cows, dead or alive . . .

John Kelly was in prison for six months. Prison was not
good for him, and when he came out, he began to drink. A
year and a half later he was dead.

‘What are we going to do now, Ma?’ Ned asked.

Ellen thought about it. She was a tall, strong woman, and
all her life she was a fighter. She had twelve children in the end
and was ninety-three years old when she died.

“We must leave here,” she said. ‘We must go to the north-
east, and live near my family.’

x x x
The Kellys’ new house was at Eleven Mile Creek, near Greta.
They had some animals and a small garden, and Ned worked
hard to get money for the family. He could do farming work,
take care of horses and cows, cut down trees.

6
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policeman n. a male police officer
BEE

hard adj. a situation or time in
which you have a lot of problems,
especially when you do not have
enough money YRMER, 54 R
wild adj. behaving in an uncontrolled,
sometimes violent way FFZ5fH)
fighting »n. when people or groups
fight each other in a war, in the street
etc 13}

steal v. to take something that
belongs to someone else T, HTHL
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But trouble was never far away. The police did not like
the wild Kelly boys, or their friends. In 1870, when Ned was
fifteen, he hit a man very hard in a fight, and the police put
him in prison for six months.

The next year something worse happened. Ned was in the
town of Greta on a brown horse when Policeman Hall came
up to him.

‘Ned Kelly, you get down and come with me. You stole that
horse and I’m taking you to prison.’

‘That’s not true,” said Ned, and then there was a terrible
fight. Policeman Hall had a gun and Ned did not, but Ned was
the better fighter. In the end Hall called for help and five men
came to help him.

Next day they took Ned down to Wangaratta and he went
in front of the judge.

‘It’s not my horse, it belongs to a man called Wild Wright,’
Ned told the judge. ‘Wright was at my mother’s house, and his
horse ran away. He needed a horse so I gave him one of my
horses. And he said to me, “When you find the brown horse, you
keep her for me.” And so when I found the horse, I kept her.’

‘Ned Kelly stole that horse!” Policeman Hall said. ‘It belongs
to a man in Mansfield, and someone stole it on the 6th of
March.’

“Well,” Ned said, ‘I was in Beechworth prison up to the 29th
of March. How can I steal a horse when I’m in prison? And
Wright told me it was his horse — I didn’t know it was a stolen

horse.’
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Ned was in the town of Greta on

abrown horse when Policeman

Hall came up to him.

terrible adj. making you feel
afraid or shocked T1fIf¥), 3% A
)5 SN

judge n. the official in control of a
court who decides how criminals
should be punished #F, #HE
belong to if something belongs to

someone, they own it J& T (FEA)
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But it is a crime to have a stolen horse. Wild Wright, of
course, stole the horse, and he went to prison for eighteen
months. But they put Ned Kelly in prison for three years.
When he came back to Eleven Mile Creek in 1874, things were
very different.
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