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FOREWORD

He golden monkey is a beautiful and rare primate who

enjoys equal popularity as the panda. The golden monkey, one

of the Chinere national treasures, is listed as the national first-

degree protected animal.. There are existing in the world four

species of golden monkeys, three of which inhabitant within China,

except the snub-nosed monkey inhabitanting in Viet Nam. According to

the different habitats the golden monkeys in China are named Sichuan

Golden Monkeys, Yunnan Golden Monkeys and Guizhou Golden
Monkeys.

The fact that golden monkeys inhabited in the Shennongjia Mountains
was recorded long, long ago in the history. Early in the Warring States
period (475-221 B.C.) the great poet Chu Yuan, whose hometown was in
Zigui County (not far away from the Shennongjia Mountains),
composed a famous poem in which we have found the two lines as we
quoted above. The 'monkey' in the verse actually referred to the golden
monkey. Li Shizhen (1518-1593), the great pharmacologist in the Ming
Dynasty (1368-1644 A.D.) in his Compendium of material Medica
described the golden monkeys he found in the Shennongjia Mountains
as " The golden monkeys re haunting in the thick forest and deep
valleys and they look like apes with golden long tails. The local people
call them 'golden-line monkeys'." According to the record in the
ancient historical documents, ancient golden monkeys inhabited in a
wide area, to the mouth of Changjiang River in the east, to the
Mangkang in Tibet in the west, to Qinling Mountains in the north and to
the southern coasts in the south. Unfortunately, with the increase of
human's activities, 90% of the primeval forests had been felled and the
golden moneys had to retreat to the forests on the high mountains where
human could hardly reach.

I was wondering what life these survived golden monkeys led to as the
public had known little about the life of the golden monkeys in China.
During the period from 1999 to 2000 I ventured into the primeval forest
on the Shennongjia Mountains to find out the golden monkeys shrouded
in mystery. Fortune favors the bold. I was lucky to have many chances
to observe the activities of the golden monkeys within a short distance.
The photos I took on the mountains reveal the life of the golden
monkeys rarely seen by the outside world. The beautiful pictures in this
album will tell you many interesting things about the rare animal----the
golden monkey on the Shennongjia Mountains.

Yin Daolu

In the summer of 2003, Shiyan
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TOWERING SHENGNONGJIA

In the northwest of Hubei Province lies
a mysterious forest in the mountainous
area. Ever since the ancient times, the
wonderland has been famous for its high

peaks and torrent waters, the exotic

flowers and rare herbs, and the rare birds

and animals. According to a legend from
ancient times, Shennong, the earliest
ancestor of Chinese nation and Holy
Farmer, supposed to have invented the
plough and discovered the curative
virtues of plants, set up a high ladder
against mountain cliffs to pick up medical
herbs on the sheer precipices. Shennong
became supernatural being and left the
ladder at the foot of the mountain. Later
on people named the mountains around
'‘Shennongjia'---the Holy Farmer Ladder.
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