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Abstract

Chinese philosophy does not derive from wonder but rather from a
sense of concern, that is, from the pain and compassion in the wise
man's heart, which are produced by the endless suffering of all the peo-
ple under Heaven, as well as from their fearless undertaking of these
suffering and pain. This work makes such an attempt: it breaks the
current convention that treats Chinese philosophy in accordance with the
epistemological system of Western philosophy, and breaks through the
classification of epistemology. ontology, the theory of human nature
and ideal personhood, moral theory, and social and political theory. Ac-
cording to the internal mentality of traditional Chinese philosophy, this
work instead reexamines the unfolding process of epistemology in pre-
Qin Confucian philosophy, along with its epistemological features of
standing in the middle of actuality and ideality, and of fact judgment
and value judgment, based on the frame work manifested in “the
relation between Heaven and human beings,” “the relation between

i

mind-heart and nature,” “the relation between righteousness and bene-

fit,” and “the relation between name and reality.”
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