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People in the story

BRI AY

David is seventeen. He lives  Ella is sixteen and she lives
in Hampstead, London, with  on the street.

his cat. BAL %, ﬂ@ﬁgﬁﬁ%o
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Steve sells drugs. Socrates is David’s cat.
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~ Before reading
Z AR %

1. Look at page 5, the Contents page. How many chapters are
there? Whom are ‘my’ and ‘I’ in Chapters 1, 3 and 4? Whom
are Chapters 2 and 5 about? Do you think the story will have a
happy ending?

2. Look at the People in the story on page 6. Work with a partner.
Ask each other questions: How old is David? What does Steve do?
What is the name of David’s cat? Think of two more questions.

3. Look at the maps on page 7 and circle the correct answer in the
sentences below.

a) Hampstead is in North / South London.

b) Leeds is 200 / 600 miles from London.

¢) David’s house is near / a long way from Hampstead Heath.
d) Hampstead Heath is a small / large park.

e) The Lido is about 800 / 80 yards from David’s house.

4. The following numbers come in the story. They are written in
words below. Write them in figures and practise saying them.
a) seventeen ( )

b) a hundred ( )

¢) a hundred and sixty ( )

d) three hundred and eighteen ( )

e) three thousand ( )

f) a million ( )

g) seven million, five hundred and sixty thousand ( )



i : Chapter 1 Books are my life

My name is David and this is my room. There are
lots of books in the room. And a cat. His name is
Socrates. Why? Because he thinks all day.

No. Again.

This is a book about books. My name is David and
books are my life. There are so many worlds in books.
In books, I can be anybody. Books are my friends.

Friends? No. That’s not good. Books are my
world? Again.

This is my house.

Chapter 1 Books are my life 9



Well, no, it isn’t. It’s my mother and father’s house,
but they’re dead.

So, it’s my house, but nobody knows that. Everybody
here thinks that my parents are in Canada. My aunt knows
that they’re dead, but she’s not here. She lives in Canada.

My aunt thinks I’m at a friend’s house. She thinks
there’s no-one in this house. She gives me money. It’s
not a lot, but I can buy food for Socrates and pizza
for me. My aunt is going to come here in September.
Now it’s June.

But all this isn’t important. In a book you need a story.

David Sims is seventeen. His mother and father
are dead. He lives in Hampstead with his cat,
Socrates, and three thousand books.

Is it three thousand? I don’t know. Four thousand?
This is stupid. I'm going to start again.

My name is David and I'm writing a book about my life.

10 Book Boy



No. This is wrong. I don’t have a life. My life is: I
read books and I talk to my cat. And I eat pizza every
day and...and...my life is books. No, that’s really
stupid. I want to write a book. But I need a story and
I don’t have a story. I’m going to start again. No, I'm
going to get a pizza and then I'm going to find a story.

‘Is that OK?’ I ask Socrates.

Socrates says, ‘I want fish.’

No, he doesn’t. He’s a cat; he can’t talk. But he
says, ‘Miaow’ and ‘Miaow’ is ‘I want food.” ‘Miaow’
is also ‘I want your bed.’

‘OK,’ I say to Socrates. ‘I’'m going to get some cat
food. Then I’'m going to get my pizza.’

I like pizza. I eat it every day.

I buy the cat food and then I go to a bookshop.
They have lots of old books and sometimes I buy
one. Then I go to a café in the High Street.

Today I see a girl outside the café. I think she’s sleeping.
I walk into the café. I’m hungry and I want a pizza.

Chapter 1 Books are my life 11



Chapter 2 Eia

When I come out with my pizza, I see the girl again.
She isn’t sleeping now. She looks cold and hungry. I stop.

“Hello,’ I say.

‘Have you got a pound?’ the girl asks.

“Yes,’ I say. ‘Are you hungry? I’ve got a pizza. Do
you like pizza?’

‘I don’t eat anchovies,’ says the girl.

‘Anchovies?’ I say.

‘Small fish, lots of salt,” she says.

‘I know what anchovies are. There aren’t any
anchovies on this pizza.’ I laugh. ‘Socrates likes
anchovies, but I don’t.’

12 Book Boy



‘Socrates?’ she asks. I think she’s about sixteen,
and she’s pretty, but very thin.

‘Socrates is my cat,’ I say. ‘And I’m David,’ I tell
her.

‘My name’s Ella,’ says the girl. ‘Now, where’s this
pizza?’

Chapter 2 Ella 13



The pizza is good. We eat and don’t talk. Then
Ella smiles.

‘Are you a student?’ she asks.

‘No,’ I say. ‘But I’'m going to be a student. In October.”

‘But you’re not at school,’ she says.

‘No,’ I say. ‘I don’t go to school now. I’'m seventeen.’

‘Do you live with your mother and father?’ she asks.

“You ask a lot of questions,’ I say. ‘No, I don’t.
My mother and father are dead.’

‘My father’s in prison,’ says Ella.

‘Oh,’ I say. ‘Why?’

‘I don’t talk about it,” Ella answers.

‘I’m sorry,’ I say. I look at Ella. It’s a hot day, but she
looks cold.

‘Are you OK?’ I ask. ‘Are you cold?’

‘I’m always cold,” Ella answers. ‘I’m cold because
[’m tired.’

14" Book Boy



