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1. Why Don’t Girls Think like Boys?

Do you believe that only boys do well in science?
Does it seem to you that girls have better
vocabularies than boys? In your opinion, are boys
better at building things? If your answer to each of
those questions is“Yes”,you are right,according to an
article in Current Science, There are exceptions, but
here are the facts,

On the average, males " score ‘® higher an tests
that measure mathematical reasoning, mechanjcal
ability, and problem-solving skills, Females show
superior ability in tests measuring vocabulary,
spelling, and me?nory, But these differences will
probably not always exist, In the future, a person’s
abilities may not be determined by sex, As one
scientist says,” Nothing is impossible for a person to
be or do.?

It is known that bones, muscles ®’, and nerves ¥’
develop faster in baby girls, Usually, too,baby girls
talk at an earlier age than boys do, Scientists think
there is a physical reason for this, They believe that
the nerve endjngs in the left side of the brain develop
faster in girls than in boys_ And itis this side of the
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brain that strongly influences an individual’s ability
to use words,to spell, and to remember things,

By the time they start to school,therefore, little
girls have an advantage that boys do not have, Girls
are physically more ready to remember facts,to spell,
and to read,These, of course, are skills that are
important in elementary school,

But what have the boys been doing in the years
before starting school? They have been developing
something called aggression ‘>, An aggressive person
has courage and energy He feels strong and jndepen-—
dent He is often the first one to start a fight,

What produces aggression in little boys? It has
long been assumed ® that aggression is caused by male
hormones _Scientists today believe that male hormones
are only part of the explanation,however, They say
aggressiveness in boys is also caused by mothers,
While a mother keeps her daughter close to her, she
unconsciously trains her son to move away from her,
to develop independence,and to explore his surround-
ings, She trains him to become aggressive and to be
a problem solver,

Consequently, it is easy to understand why little
girls often perform school tasks more satisfactorily
than boys,especially if the task requires sitting still,
obeying commands, and accepting the teacher’s ideas,

A girl may pass easily through the first few grades,
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While boys of her age bring home low marks,the girl
may easily get good grades Girls seem to have “better
brains” in school, Why, then do so few girls become
great scientistsy Why is the most important thinking
in adult society done by men?

According to scientists, the answer is aggression,
Because boys are aggressive, they refuse to accept
other people’s solutions; they insist upon solving
problems for themselves, Thus, while little girls are
getting high marks in school for remembering what
the teacher has told them, little boys are learning to
think in more independent ways,

In the adult world,the aggressive person is usually
the one who gets the big salary ‘>, the great
responsibility ¢  the powerful job And since males are
trained at an early age to be aggressive, males are

more often chosen for key positions,

Words; 550

(1) male n, man;boy;he-animal

N 2) score v, to win(a total of points)in an
examination

(3) muscle n, (one of)the pieces of elastic

substance in the body that can
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be tightened or loosened to
produce movement

(4) nerve n, any of the threadlike parts of
the body which form a system
to carry feelings and messages

to and from the brain

\(5) aggression n, an attacking action made

without just cause
(6) assume v, to take as true
(7) salary n, fixed pay for regular work
(8) responsibility n. the state or quality of

being responsible

Multiple Choice Questions,

1.

In this passage the writer thinks that

a., boys have better vocabularies than girls

b, males show superior ability in science

c. girls are better at building things

d. females are good at science and technology,

Baby boys talk at a later age than girls do

because

a. the nerve endings in the left side of the

| brains develop slower in boys than in girls

b, the nerve endings in the right side of the
brains develop faster in girls than in boys

c. the bones of the brains develop faster in girls

than in boys



d, the muscles of the brain develop slower in
girls than in boys
In elementary schools,the author thinks that
a. boys are more ready to remember facts, to
spell and to read
b, boys have an advantage
_c. boys have a disadvantage
d, girls have a disadvantage
Because of , boys are more aggressive than
girls,
a, their courage and energy
b, their strong independence
c. the influence of other boys
.d. male hormones
Little girls often perform school tasks more
satisfactory than boys because
little girls have better brains
little girls are more aggressive

little girls like to think things independently

=N .O .c‘ ‘m

little girls have less aggression but have bet—
ter memories

Who(m) does the author think should be given
more important job?

a_ Males only,

b. Females only,

¢, Both men and women,

d, Aggressive persons,



7 . In the future, a person’s ability may not be
by sex,
&, decided b, defeated
c, deformed d, defended
8 . The antonym of“independent”is |,
a, depend _b. dependent
c. dependence d. dependable

9, Girls may easily get good grades Here“grades”can
be replaced by,
a, “degrees” b, %marks?
c. “ranks” d., “courses”
10, Which word doesn’t mean“money”?
a, Wage, b. Pay,
c, Salary, \d. Present,



2. The Perfect Match

In many parts of the world, a young person’s
husband or wife is chosen by the person’s parents,
in the United States, the choice is usually made by
the young people themselves, A few people now pay
private companies to help them in their search for
the right husband or wife, Such a company collects a
great deal of information about each man or woman
who is interested in marrying and puts the infor-
mation on a card, which is called an IBM card, All
cards are then classified by a computer, a machine
which organizes the c;Es into groups, The theory is
that such a machine can make the best decision about
matching 't the right man with the right woman
because machines are not influenced by emotions, The
value of this theory is considered in the following
short story,

I walked into the office and shook hands with a
smiling man named Mr, Bleaucher, He was dressed
very well, compared to me, There was a pile of papers
on his desk,

“I’m sure you’ll be very pleased with her, ”he

said “She was picked by our computer out of more than

o 7 o



ten million women in the United States, We classify
them by race ‘®’, religion,and regional background ?

I sat there interestedly, wishing I had taken a
shower # before I came It was a very nice office but
the chair wasn’t too comfortable,

“And now—"he said, He suddenly opened the door
to the next room,and [ got a surprise,

She was pretty Really,she was pretty,

“Mr, Walker, this is Miss Alice Dunfield of
Laughing Lake, Montana, Miss Dunfield, this is Mr,
Franklin Walker of New York, ¥

“Call me Frank Nobody calls me Franklin "] said
I was a little nervous, She was pretty, you see,

Mr, Bleaucher left,and we were able to talk,

“Hello,”I said,

“Hello,”she answered,

“I>m—I°m very pleased with the choice,”] said I
was trying to be careful of my words, Maybe she
didn’t like being called a choice, %] mean—I’m glad
about the way things turned out, ”

She smiled She had a nice smile Good teeth,

“Thank you,”she said “50 am [ "She was nervous,
too,
“I’m thirty-one,”] told her,

“Yes,I know,”she said “It’s all on the cards,”
There didn’t seem to be anything to add to the

conversation, Everything was on the cards, so there
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wasn’t much to talk about,

“How about children? ”"she said,

“Three, Two boys and a girl ”?

“That’s exactly what 1 want,” she said, “It’s
written under ‘Future Planning * It’s on that page
there ”

I suddenly noticed the papers in my hand On the
first page an IBM card had been attached with facts
about her, [ guessed that the papers she was holding
told facts about me, I began looking through the
papers | had She did the same The turning pages made
a lot of noise,

I read that she liked classical music (This was in
“Preferences ‘4’ and Habits ?) “You like classical mu-
sic? 7] asked her,

“«Well—better than anything else, [ also have the
complete collection of Frankie Laine records ”

“He was a great singer, "I agreed,

I went on looking through the papers, and so did
she She liked books,football,sitting near the front at
movies,sleeping with the windows closed,dogs,cats,
goldfish, ham > sandwiches, simple clothes, private
schools for the children(our children,really),living in
the suburbs, art museums,

She looked up “It seems we like the same things,”
she said,

“The exact same things,”] said,



I read the report which thad the  title,
“Psychology ‘® ” It said she was shy,avoid arguments,
didn’t talk much, was a good mother type,

“I>m glad you don’t drink or smoke,”she said,

4] don’t, T don’t like to, Sometimes I have beer,
though ”

“It doesn’t say so here ”

“Well, maybe I forgot to mention it "I hoped she
didn’t mind,

We finished reading the reports on each other,

“We are very much alike,”she said,

Alice and [ have been married for nine years
now, We have the three kids already,two boys and a
girl We live in the surburbs and listen to a lot of
classical music, The last time we had an argument is
too far back to remember, We agree on practically
everything, She’s been a good wife, and,if I may say
so,I’ve been a good husband Our marriage is perfect,

We’re getting divorced next month, I can’t go on

like this,

Words, 750

(1) match v, to find person suitable for
another
(2) race n, a group of people of the same
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