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Text A The Water-splashing
Festival '

Text B The Fast-breaking Festival

Text C Winter Solstice

In this unit, you will
- First listen and then talk about festivals of different ethnic groups;
* Read the passages about festivals;

Write an article about one of your favorite festivals;
-+ Review grammar: participles;
= Visit culture salon about more festivals.
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XD Warm Up

l. Listen to the passage and try to fill in the blanks with the missing words.

Welcome to Xiuxian Holiday Village. We hope you will (1) your holiday
with us. The (2) complex is open from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m., and is available for tennis.
3) and bowling. Coaching (45-F) is available at ten pounds per hour, but you must
4) in advance. If you enjoy competition, there will be a variety of games throughout
the week. Please (5) your name on the notice board if you are interested. And if
you need something to drink after a game, you can (6) fruit juice, mineral and other
drinks from the bar. Just to remind you that right (7) must be worn in the sports
complex. Next to the sports complex is a (8) pool. For good meals, you can go to
the Xiuxian Restaurant. If you'd like to try the buffet ( B 81%-) , you can have a meal for just
9 pounds. If you prefer to eat in, you can buy food from the mini market. The
bread, fresh (10) and vegetables are delivered to the mini market daily. For all

inquiries, please come to the reception desk and we will be glad to help.

Il. Listen to the dialogues carefully, then complete the following oral tasks.

Dialogue 1
W: Hi, Joe! Many people in our department are leaving for Thanksgiving. What are you

going to do?

=

I think I'll just stay at home. I may see some friends and watch a few DVDs. And I
probably would go to the Ottawa Car Show. What about you, Ariel? What's your plan?

I am going to do some traveling with my family.

Oh, where are you going?

Toronto. And on our way, we're going to visit my aunt, Valley, in Kingston.

That’s exciting. How long do you plan to stay?

EEEXE

Two days. I have a get-together party with my college friends on the tenth in Toronto.
Oh, I'm afraid I've got to go now. My husband is waiting for me. And we'll have to pick
up Daniel from school. Have a nice holiday, Joe!

M: Thank you. You too!

Dialogue 2
M: Meg, I've just got us tickets to Singapore.
W: This is just too exciting, so when will we set of f ( % )?
M: The plane leaves tomorrow afternoon, so we need to set off for the airport at 11:00 a.m.

W: Just let me write that down so I don’t forget. So we leave at 11:00 a.m. Is it a direct flight?
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M: Well, there aren’t any direct flights but we are very lucky. With these tickets, we can stop
off in Hong Kong. So we can stop and spend two days there on our way to Singapore.
W: You're great. I've always wanted to go there. So we stop off in Hong Kong and just one

more thing: when do we get back?

=

We'll return home in 10 days’ time.

W: Wow, wonderful. I just can’t wait.

O Oral Tasks

Work with your classmates and take turns to practice the conversation.

‘ Sentence Patterns or Expressions for Reference

People are leaving for ...

do some travelling

have a get-together party ...

pick up somebody ...

We leave at 11:00 am. ...

We set off at 11:00 a.m. ...

We stop off in ...

Is it a direct flight?

We will return home in ten days’ time.

AP Reading
Text s : )

Let’s Think I

1. Do you know the Water-splashing Festival? Discuss with your classmates about it.

2. What are people supposed to do during the Water-splashing Festival?
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Let’s Read |

The Water-splashing Festival

The Water-splashing Festival is the most ceremonious traditional festival of the Dai
Minority. It usually takes place in mid-April of the solar calendar, often ten days before or
after the Tomb-sweeping Day, and lasts three to seven days. Water-splashing Festival is the
New Year in the Dai calendar, and also a festival with the largest influence and maximum
participating population among lots of minority festivals in Yunnan Province. In this festival,
the Dai people will get dressed up and shoulder clean water to the Buddhist temple. They
will first bathe the Buddha and then begin to splash water with one another for wishing luck.
happiness and health. The more water people are sprinkled, the more luck they will receive, and
the happier they will be. The Dai people will also invite people from other ethnic minorities and
tourists coming from afar to splash water to celebrate the festival. The scene of water splashing
and spraying is really jollifying, and when getting excited, people will burst out the hurrah like
“shui (water), shui and shui.”

Besides water splashing, there are a lot of other conventions during the Water-splashing

Festival. Children will cut down bamboos to make squirt gun and play water game. People,
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without reference to age and sex, are all dressed up and climb up the mountain in groups to pick
up wild flowers to make flower house. Young people who are not married throw specially-made
bags to pay court to each other. And people let off Gaosheng fireworks and Kongming Lamps
to memorialize the wisdom of Zhuge Liang in the ancient Three Kingdoms Period. Additionally,
there are some other conventions such as Dragon Boat Race, Release of Paper-made River Boat,
Peacock Dancing and Cock Fighting. In the festival, people will decorate their own residences
ceremoniously and the doors and windows of every household are pasted with various papercuts.
Decorated archways, whose top stands a golden peacock that symbolizes happiness and good luck,
are also put up at the main streets in the town.

Water-splashing Festival was once a religious ceremony in Indian Brahmanism and then
absorbed by Buddhism and passed to the Dai region in Yunnan Province via Burma. It has
enjoyed a history of seven hundred years up to now. At present, the convention of water-splashing
has actually become a form of mutual wishing between one another. In the eye of the Dai people,
water is a symbol of sanctity, beauty and brightness. Only water can help everything on the earth

grow, so water is the god of life.

Words and Expressions

ceremonious /serimaunias/ a. [ E 4 ; #F7ALK A ; EX AT
E.g. 1. Making tea in the afternoon is ceremonious.
2. Combing her hair, putting on her best pink dress, she felt ceremonious.
maximum /makstmom/ a. & & %1; & % 8
E.g. 1. The judge sentenced him to the maximum two years in prison.
2. At her maximum this year she’d reached 288 pounds.
participating /pa:'tisupertim/ a. W % A—A A bl
E.g. 1. There are 44 participating countries in the conference.
2. Almost all participating students are boys.
shoulder /' fauldo/ vt. /& i, &4z vi. AR, AR
E.g. 1. The taxpayers should not have to shoulder the cost of these professors.
2. Europe should not expect the United States to shoulder that burden alone.
bathe /bexd/ vt. ik, #ib-
E.g. 1. The nurse comes to bathe Helene and change her dressings.
2. You will bathe him, shampoo him, weigh and measure him.
splash /splef/ vr. 7%, &
E.g. 1. She went to the bathroom to splash cold water on her face.
2. 1 fetched some water from the fountain to splash on her face.
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sprinkle /sprikl/ ve. i#G; T 3R vi i@, A
E.g. 1. Do not sprinkle salt on my food.
2. Sprinkle the used coffee in the garden.
convention /kon'ven[on/ n. 1745]; £233; 4%
E.g. 1. The terrorists violate the Geneva Conventions by their activity.
- 2.1am a fearful, average man in life and cling to social conventions.
squirt /skwa:t/ ve. BFiZ  vi. "
E.g. 1. A lot of marine species squirt their eggs or sperm into the sea.
2. Do not squirt on the cloth.
memorialize /mr'moiriolarz/ v, 224 5 2 ; 12 h g R P
E.g. 1. They hung flags, listened to patriotic music and memorialize those who died.
2. People will meet to memorialize those who lost their lives in the war.
wisdom /wizdom/ n. B X A% A%, F17, 2R L F
E.g. 1. Only a few people seek wisdom. The rest are content to be entertained.
2. This is a book with wit and wisdom.
paste /pexst/ vt. KNG, #RA% ; A4S
E.g. 1. You can copy and paste it.
2. Put some smashed potato and paste on your bread.
archway /a:it{wer/ n. #:]7; Btid
E.g. 1. He looked at the room through the archway.
2. The archway between the two buildings is covered with flowers.
Brahmanism /bra:manizem/ n. £ % |14
E.g. 1. He loves to study religions such as Brahmanism.
2. Brahmanism is a kind of religion.
Burma /b3amo/ %45 6] (A HTEEK)
E.g. 1. Burma borders on China.
2. We should help people of Burma.
sanctity /senktotr/ n. £iE; 3%, 4 2R TIZ LM
E.g. 1. Protect the sanctity of marriage, protect the sanctity of life. That’s my view.
2. Mom is very strong for property rights and the sanctity of the home.

take place & % ; 2247
E.g. 1. And it is likely that such a vote will take place early in the year.
2. Abuse can take place in any family of any class, wealth or intelligence.,
solar calendar | X | 8%
E.g. 1. The festival is celebrated according to the solar calendar.
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2. Chinese people did not follow the solar calendar in ancient time.
Tomb-sweeping Day 758 %
E.g. 1. Tomorrow is the tomb-sweeping day.
2. Tomb-sweeping day is the day for mourning the dead.
Buddhist temple 45 ; b ; b
E.g. 1. It refers to the pagoda inside this Buddhist temple. ‘
2. We went to the most peaceful Buddhist temple at the very top of a mountain.
ethnic minority " # K 7% ; 'V #% & l '
E.g. 1. That increase in the home ownership rate was due to ethnic minorities.
2. There are 56 ethnic minorities in China.
pay court to &)+ K& ; %
E.g. 1. Yet Clinton decided to pay court to Assad in Damascus.
2. Young men always pay court to beautiful women.
reference to 12 %, % ; £ T, 123
E.g. 1. With reference to the book, many people like it.
2. The sentence cannot be understood without reference to the whole text.

) motes

1. Water-splashing Festival is the most ceremonious traditional festival of the Dai minority.
HKRT RIGAREEGHELTE .,

2. Water-splashing Festival is the New Year in the Dai calendar, and also a festival with the
largest influence and maximum participating population among lots of minority festivals
in Yunnan Province. /KK 2 A7 #1F, dLE Z=da 8 VR AT B RA e s
AHR ST E .

3. In this festival, the Dai people, without reference to age and sex, will get dressed up and
shoulder clean water to the Buddhist temple. They will first bathe the Buddha and then
begin to splash water with one another for wishing luck, happiness and health. A
B, &ik B 4% A4 BEATH, BRI T 4eKa b+, #Lkis ik, K54 EK
K, A7 RAFiE | AbFe i e

4. And people let off Gaosheng fireworks and Kongming Lamps to memorialize the wisdom
of Zhuge Liang in the ancient Three Kingdoms Period. A1k &7+ teAn LT , PALZe

AZEMEE O E.,
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| 'pmprehension Check

l. Choose the best answer to each of the following questions or incomplete
sentences.

1. The second paragraph mainly tells us
A. how people decorate their houses
B. young people pay court to each other
C. children play different games with each other
D. what other conventions are there for Water-splashing Festival
2. What is NOT mentioned in Para. 2?
A. Yong people have big parties and invite each other to sing and dance.
B. Children play water games.
C. People put up decorated archways at the main streets.
D. People memorialize the wisdom of great people.
3. From the passage we can infer
A. the Dai people believe in Buddhism
B. Water-splashing Festival originated from Burma
C. all Chinese people celebrate Water-splashing Festival
D. Water-splashing Festival is to memorialize the wisdom of Zhuge Liang in the ancient
Three Kingdoms Period
4. Which detail is NOT mentioned in this passage?
A. The time of the festival.
B. The technology of the festival.
C. The conventions of the festival.
D. The history of the festival.
5. What is this passage mainly about?
A. Water-splashing Festival.
B. The scene of Water-splashing Festival.
C. The conventions of Water-splashing Festival.
D. The history of Water-splashing Festival.

Il. Complete the following sentences according to the text you have read.

1. Water-splashing Festival usually takes place in mid-April of the solar calendar.

2. The more water people are sprinkled,

3. People and climb up the mountain in groups to pick up
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wild flowers to make flower house.

. Decorated archways, are also put up at the main streets in
the town.
. Water-splashing Festival was once a religious ceremony

and passed to the Dai region in Yunnan Province via Burma.

O Language Focus

Vocabulary

. Fill

8]

W B W

s
8.

9

in the gaps with words chosen from the box. Change the form where necessary.

bathe conventions ceremonious jollifying splash
memorialize sanctity maximum shoulder ~  wisdom
. Because the Japanese are a people, gift-giving is very important.

. He goes over to the church and wants Father Tibor to give sermons on the of

Christian marriage.

. How often should I my dog?

. Every morning I wake up, cold water on my face, and say out loud.

. James Madison said, and all of you, in working so hard to the dead, have kept
the lights burning in the firmament.

. But I'll tell you, it’s pretty clear in the what can and should be considered
child labor.
I have learned much from their practical knowledge, their
The federal government might some expenses, t00.

. I think we should aspire to let every child reach his or her potential.

10. The scene of water splashing and spraying is really

II. Fill in the gaps with phrases chosen from the box. Change the form where

necessary.

]

take place  without reference to  paycourtto  temple  ethnic minorities

.1t is enough to know that she had her admirers, those who would her. Kay

was one. I had also seen some others.
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2. Right next to the Church is a Buddhist

3. This isn’t the first time we have seen something like this in the war in Iraq or
Afghanistan.
4. They have equal access to employment, housing, voting, and civic life one’s

background or group membership.
5.In addition, research has supported the increasing number of students, especially
those from , who attend two-year colleges without moving on to four-year

institutions.

[Il. Translation

A. Put the following Chinese sentences into English.

L AT B ROK AT e AR R . (splash)

2. KT REERFFZWMATTH . (influence )

3. A BT K IR #1% . (shoulder, bathe )

4. fk KR Z AN, B8 TS, #EAE. (the more, the more )

5. %A TERYTFH80KHE . (cut, squirt )

B. Put the following English sentences into Chinese.

1. People should keep on learning without reference to age and sex.

2. They pick up wild flowers to decorate houses.

3. People make rice dumplings to memorialize Qu Yuan.

4. Peacock symbolizes happiness and good luck.

5. The Water-splashing Festival has enjoyed a history of 700 years up to now.




