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At the Travel Agency

Pialogue 1 | What about a Yangtze Cruise?

(T. Travel Agent C. Customer)
. My husband and | are trying to decide where to go for a vacation.
. There are many different types. Is there anything that interests you?

C

T

C. I'd like something romantic.

T. How about a cruise along the Yangtze River in China?

C. That sounds perfect. I'd like to know more about your Yangtze Cruise.

T. Sure. It's really a great deal. Eight days and seven nights for only $3,200 for each couple.

This includes all your meals and round-trip air.

C. Yes, it is a great deal, but my husband always says there's nothing to do on ships.

T. Well, have you told him about the Royal Star? This ship has a swimming pool, a badminton
court and even a gym.

C. Which brochure tells about that?

T. This one right here. And the ship makes several stops.

C. Where?

T. Well, it begins in Wuhan, Hubei Province and then it goes to Wanxian County where you can

visit the Minor Three Gorges. Then it takes you to Chongging, passing through the famous
Three Gorges along the way.
C. Sounds great. | will talk it over with my husband.

e

And here is a VCD that you can show him as well.
C. Thanks.
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Dialogue 2 | Booking a Hainan Package

(T. Travel Agent C. Customer)

C. Guess what? My husband and | have decided to go to China. I'd like to go ahead and book a
vacation package to Hainan Island.

Oh, great. Have you decided on a departure date?

. We'd like to arrive on October 10.

| think you're in luck. They still have space.

Can we go over the details of the package?

Certainly. | have it right here. You'll leave JFK at 8.25 Saturday and arrive in Los Angeles at
12.20. Your flight for Haikou departs at 1:10 p. m.

S0 A9 d

(@)

. And is there transportation to the beach?

—

. Of course. You will be on the beach for five days enjoying sunbathing, seafood, seashells and
seagulls. | know you will have a wonderful time there.

. Oh, sure we will.

And you will find the Beach Inn most romantic and homey.

. Oh, | can't wait.

40 70

Then for your return, you will come back on Saturday on a direct flight to Los Angeles, with a
connecting flight to JFK arriving at 5 p. m. , the following day.

C. All tanned and rested. ©

T. All tanned and rested.

Words and Expressions to Learn . .

agency /'eidzensi/ n. RE/AS], b4 ¢ brochure /brou'fur/ n. I\NF

cruise /kruz/ n. FEARFHE package /'peekidz/ n. BRI, BINIRIE
vacation /ver'keifon/ n. {REE departure /di'patfor/ n. B2

royal /'rowl/ a. EXH,EEHN homey /'hauvmi/ a. §FiEH

badminton /'beedmmton/ n. JJFEEK tanned /teend/ a. W& T #Y

gym /dzm/ n. BEFE
XK XXX KEKX RXK KKE KKK KKK

a great deal R¥ & i tell about Hik
round-trip air k@412 " the Minor Three Gorges /N=1%

O /NG S7 0y 4
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talk over ERMITIE, B E . decide on EE

Guess what? R E4E7 | IFK (%E) & R @S
(SIS AREREIABL) . Los Angeles (B ) & 1281
go ahead 4%z | can't wait TR

Passage 1 | China Travel Service Overview

Preparation is the key to a successful trip. By planning your visit before you leave, you can
greatly reduce the chances of things going wrong.

Before you board a plane, take some time to learn about the political, cultural and economic
environment of the country you are traveling to. Try to learn at least a few key phrases in the
country's language. When you are traveling, the laws of the country you are visiting apply to you
too. Never assume that because you are a foreigner, you are immune to the laws there. In fact as
soon as you land in the country you are visiting, you are subject to the country’s laws and rules.

One of the best and easiest ways to handle your trip to China is to book it through a China
travel service. There can be a lot less trouble than trying to do it alone.

Regardless of whether you book your trip through a China travel service or plan to handle it by
yourself, there are a few facts that you should keep in mind about visiting China when planning your
trip.

First, be aware that there are many dialects in China. Many people make the mistake of
thinking that these dialects are the same, simply Chinese, but they are not. Mandarin (Putonghua)
is the official language of China and is commonly spoken throughout the capital of China, Beijing.
By and large, most of the population of China speaks Mandarin, but if you're planning to go with a
China travel service to the southern regions of China or to Hong Kong you will most likely hear
Cantonese.

The currency of China is known as the People's Money or Renminbi. It is denoted with the
symbol ¥ . You may also see the currency denoted as RMB. Whenever you exchange your money,
always carefully examine the money you receive to make sure that you are not receiving fake
currency. Bank of China is the most common and safest place to make your currency exchanges.
Some hotels also have money exchange service. Unlike some countries, you will receive a better
exchange rate for traveler's checks than cash.

When you are traveling in China, it's a good idea to remember that prices can be very different
throughout the country. By and large goods are much cheaper in the western than in the eastern

Lesson ) At the travel Agency “



regions.

China is full of natural and man-made wonders. Its great rivers include the Yellow River and
the Yangtze River. There are also many mountain ranges including the Himalayas and the Kunlun
Mountains. Part of the Gobi Desert is located in China's Inner Mongolia. China's most popular man-
made wonder is the Great Wall. The Great Wall was built in the 3rd century B. C. (completed in
204 B.C.). It extends for about 1,500 miles from Gansu Province to the Bohai Gulf. The wall
averages 20 to 50 feet high and 15 to 25 feet thick. The actual length, including branches, is more
than 2,000 miles.

Hong Kong SAR is highly developed, and a popular destination. Macao SAR has well
developed tourism. Gambling and tourism are some of the major factors in Macao's
economy.

Visitors to China should be aware that Chinese regulations strictly prohibit travel in “closed”
areas without special permission. However, over 1,200 cities and areas in China are open to
visitors, including most major scenic and historical sites. If you need to know whether an area is
open to travel, get advice from the nearest Chinese embassy or consulate, or, if you are already
in China, from the U. S. Embassy in Beijing, the nearest U. S. consulate, or the local Chinese

public security bureau.

N Ty A T

board /bod/ vt. B i average /'severidz/ vt. FIA

assume /a'sjum/ vt. (FEW)IAA destination /desti'neifon/ n. B &1t
dialect /'daslekt/ n. 7= . gambling /'gremblip/ n. Hi#

Cantonese / keenta'nizz/ n. BiE regulation /regjv'leifon/ n. MEHE , E
currency /'karensy/ n. %% embassy /'embast/ n. K{ELE

denote /di'naut/ vi. F= consulate /'konsjulat/ n. $AHE1E

exchange /iks'tfendz/ v. n. Hift

* %% * X % * % % * % ¥ * %% * ¥ % * ¥ ¥

be the key to 2 HI &5 i the Himalayas = 3+ # L

apply to EAF the Gobi Desert % 83

be immune to Xt HREH, AZE W . Inner Mongolia WE® 55K

be subject to &+ 3 & Hong Kong SAR & #4557 BX
regardless of & , T, 7% 8 . Macao SAR #1517 B X
keep in mind 121F, &ic public security bureau A%/

by and large K%, 289K
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Passage 2 | What to Bring Along

“Lightweight” and “Compact” are two words you should remember when you are deciding
what to bring along. China today is well stocked with most personal items. You will have many
chances to buy whatever you may need. It would be much better to buy them when you need along
the way, than to end up throwing them away because you have too much to carry!

However, there are some things we suggest that you bring from home.

Buy a good backpack and you will never regret. A strong backpack is much easier to carry
than a suitcase.

A small shoulder bag is necessary for carrying your camera and other daily items around
after you have left your backpack at the hotel or railway station. But do not place valuables in
them.

Clothing is inexpensive and one of the best buys in China, so we do not suggest you bring too
much from home. Basically you need only two sets of clothes, one to wear while the other set is
being washed. Take with you just a couple of shirts, sweaters, and a jacket (depending on the
season). These can be worn in layers in case of climatic changes. Dark colored clothing is a better
choice because it does not show the dirt.

If you are traveling in north China during winter, prepare yourself for extreme cold. A good
down jacket, hat, mittens and boots are necessary. Besides underwear and rainwear,
comfortable socks and hiking boots are also needed.

Bring a good pair of sunglasses, a hat, sunscreen lotion and a water bottle especially when
you are traveling in the desert areas or at high altitudes.

Tooth-brush, towel, wet tissue, cold and indigestion medications, lip balm and any other
first-aid items you may generally need should be included. If you have to take regular prescription
medicines, be sure to bring enough supplies for your trip.

Remember to pack your camera, enough films and batteries as well. Note that while print film
can be found in most places, slide film may be difficult to find.

Electrical multi adaptor is a must if you plan on bringing electrical appliances. An alarm clock
would also be useful.

A China guidebook, a pen and a notebook to keep track of all the exciting things happening on
the trip are also “must-brings” on your trip.

Last but not least, DO NOT FORGET your passport, visa, traveler's checks, ATM cards and
airline tickets! !
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compact /kom'pekt/ a. ZEH
item /'atom/ n. —# (%K)
backpack /'beekpeek/ n. if)
mitten /'miten/ n. FE

altitude /'eelttjud/ n. 5E, 8%
tissue /'tifu/ n. SELE, B

* % % * % % * % %

be stocked with fit57 , 324

SR Pl HEL
BIEHE ; AR
down jacket J345HR

hiking boots i

sunscreen lotion i if 5

end up (doing)

in case of #E------

i indigestion /indi'dzestfon/ n. LT R
medication /medi'keifon/ n. 5%, 755
first-aid /'fast'eid/ n. 2
prescription /pri'skripfon/ n. 475

. battery /'beetort/ n. @3th

appliance /o'plarons/ n. 88 8 ,1&&

* ¥ % * % % * % %

© lip balm JHBH

 print film 7K, 2%

L slide film K4TR %, B 6 R RAR A

electrical multi adaptor % 8 8 E#H kL

keep track of iC#

last but not least R GEHFEREAETEMN(—=)

. Youand five other students in your class are planning to book a package tour to somewhere for
. the National Day holidays. The travel agent suggests Suzhou, but you don't fancy men-made '
scenery like gardens. Then he suggests going to Mt. Xlangshan (Mt. Fragrance) in Beijing to eruoy
 the red maple leaves. All of you think it a good idea and agree to book the tour.

’ —IME,TﬁF!E‘o . ;

EE, REALST MO, ;
;—ﬂ%oﬁﬂﬁnﬁﬁgLé¢%$Am@mmﬁﬁﬂoMTHE—T&M%E%%
~ (catalogue) , BB RO I LAY |




 _BRASKERSEEEUANN, RLBELAT, HREB TR
RIS |
| —EBMELR BT USRI,

 HNEBILEILRT o RAOHNE LR RABNE, i
—H7T, BREZHENE, BILELEIAFA N I\NHNER, XERFTRAITE,
L XRAERANNEEZ—, ?
IR, RITEE,

. W TERER,

be immune to regardless of by and large be subject to

be stocked with end up in case of keep in mind

. They made up their rﬁinds to go on with the plan all possible difficulties.
. You'd better take an umbrella rain. |
, the people there are very friendly to foreigners.
. He was always late for work and losing his job.
. Every piece of luggage X-ray screening at the airport.
. Though very small, the store almost anything we might need.
the suggestions | have just made, and you will surely have a nice trip. |
the influence of modern fashion and always wears old-fashioned clothes.

@ Choose the best answer for each of the following.

1. If you want a smooth trip to China, the best way is to
A. book a package tour with a Chinese travel agency
B. learn the Chinese language though it is a very difficult task
C. study the laws of China and obey them when you are there
D. plan it carefully before setting off
2. What can we learn from the statement “Unlike some countries, you will receive a better
exchange rate for traveler's checks than cash”?
A. You can get the best exchange rate for traveler's checks in China throughout the world.
B. There is a higher exchange rate for traveler’s checks in China than in other countries.




C. In China, your traveler's checks are worth more than the cash of the same face value.
D. China is more willing to accept foreign currencies in cash than to take traveler's checks.
3. Which of the following is NOT TRUE according to Reading Passage 17
. The Yellow River, the Yangtze River, the Great Wall, the Himalayas, the Gobi Desert
are all among China’'s world famous natural wonders.
. The economy of Macao SAR heavily depends on gambling and tourism.
. Tourists are not allowed to go everywhere they want to visit in China.
. To avoid fake currency, the best place for a traveler to exchange his money is in Bank
of China.
4. When travelers break a certain law of China, they will be
A. sent back to their home country immediately
B. on trial and sentenced according to the Chinese laws
C. judged by their home country's embassy or consulate in China
D. forgiven and released as free people since they don't know the Chinese laws
5. Which of the following statements can best summarize Reading Passage 27
. Packing is an art because not everyone knows what he should pack before traveling.
. Traveling to China, You needn’t pack clothes because clothes are cheaper and better
there.
. The best way is to pack as much as possible with some items necessary but not found
in China.
. Pack as lightly as possible and pack differently according to the seasons and regions
you are traveling to in China.

@ Topics for discussion.

1. Which is your favorite way of traveling, package tour or independent traveling? Why?

2. Comment on the packing tips listed in Reading Passage 2. What other tips can you provide?
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