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Preface

China is a great country with a long history of an ancient civilization covering vast areas of
land and having numerous lakes and rivers, 18 000km coastline and more than 6 000 islands, and
nearly 3 million square kilometers territory waters stipulated according to the United Nations Con-
vention on the Law of the Sea as well. Through out a prolonged practical process of marine naviga-
tion, the Chinese people of all nationalities with ardent love their motherland and return good for
good — neighborliness, created a glorious Chinese maritime civilization which was turned into the
precious wealth of Chinese nation and entire mankind. It is indispensable for China in the peaceful
development new century to inherit and develop the Chinese outstanding culture, to effectively
promote the whole nations maritime consciousness, advance Chinese marine transport continuous
growth and build China into a strong modern maritime country, following the road of resources —
saving and environment — friendly communications and transport developments.

State leaders of new China have repeatedly emphasized: we should inherit civilization, edu-
cate people to learn from history and the experience of the Communist Party of China, create and
bring forth new ideas. What we have done today will be the history of tomorrow, and being adept
at studying history is a far — reaching sagacity. In autumn 2006, the original Ministry of Communi-
cations commissioned Dalian Maritime University to carry out a research program in basic literature
on Chinese history of marine navigation, which would last six to eight years, overall and systemati-
cally retrieve, sort out and research various kinds of basic literature, such as official history
books, unofficial history, private record of anecdotes, local gazettes, archaeology, archives,
drawings, academic publications, abroad ancient codes and records of each historical period from
remote antiquity to the founding of the People’ s Republic of China, and from which the drawings
and written materials of activities, events, characters, areas of exploration, marine navigation in-
struments, navigational technology, maritime administrative organs and maritime policies related
would be edited into collected works, compiling and publishing " The Compilation of Basic Litera-
ture of Chinese History of Marine Navigation" of more than a hundred million characters in multi-
ple volumes, which will remain a treasured national heritage to our future generations in recogniz-
ing the course of Chinese maritime developments, and this is also an achievement which will be a
contribution to contemporary times and confer benefits to future generations. Making a good job in
editing and publishing " The Compilation of Basic Literature of the Chinese History of Marine Nav-
igation" is a scientific research program that bisects many broad fields and thus faces and provides

a variety of challenges. It needs full cooperation and concrete support from many departments, en-
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terprises and public institutions. It also needs the participation and assistance of many depart-
ments and experts in various walks of life. I genuinely hope that through our sustained effort, this
vital task will be smoothly accomplished on schedule.

Through the three — year hard work, the first volume ( official history) and the second volume
(unofficial history) of " The Compilation of Basic Literature of the Chinese History of Marine Navi-
gation" were published in succession, and the third volume ( private record of anecdotes) will also
be published, I would like to take this opportunity to express my congratulations and highest con-
sideration to the individuals and institutions that have participated in and supported the edition and
publication of this volume and the follow — ups. Through these valuable historical materials records
collected in " The Compilation of Basic Literature of the Chinese History of Marine Navigation"
( multiple volumes) , we are deeply affected by the rich and time — honored Chinese maritime cul-
ture. Recalling the past illustrious Chinese history of marine navigation is conducive to carrying
forward the spirit of ardent love for our country and scientific navigation, and this certainly shall
encourage the vast workers and staff members of the communications and transport industry to

strive for realizing the objective of building China into a strong maritime country.

Mr. LI Shenglin
Minster of the Ministry of Transport, the People’ s Republic of China
Revised on 30" May, 2010
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