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Preface

Easy Chinese Series is intended for learners not studying in school. In
the title of this product, the word “Easy” says it all: this is an easy and
practical Chinese course helping learners to get achievement fast. It is
produced in order to bring more people into contact with Chinese, and
to give them an opportunity to speak Chinese, write characters, learn to
communicate with Chinese people and cope with some practical problems
in a short period of time without going to class, having no teachers, nor
grueling schedules, nor the drudgery of learning grammatical rules and

writing characters with complex strokes.

Easy Chinese Series contains two parts: Understanding Chinese is
produced for non-Chinese who are interested in Chinese and Chinese
culture, and wish to communicate with Chinese people. Speak Out is
produced for learners who have little time, but have to use basic Chinese

in their daily work or life.

Easy Chinese Series can be used not only as study material, but also
as an emergency reference while living, studying, working or traveling in
China.

Easy Chinese Series is a multimedia set including books, MP3s and
DVDs. It can also be used via television networks or the Internet. It offers

learners a multimedia, multi-faceted option for learning Chinese.

Chief Compiler
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To the Learner

Understanding Chinese is one of the two textbooks of the “Easy
Chinese Series”. There are some differences between the Chinese and
English titles of this textbook. The Chinese title is Qingsong Rumen.
Qingsong means “nice and easy”. Rumen means “to enter the gate”. This
title was chosen because we hope the readers of this textbook are able to
take a nice and easy approach to entering the world of Chinese language
study. Its English title is Understanding Chinese. This title was chosen
because learning a language requires learners to understand more than just
the language itself. When learning a language, understanding its people,
culture, and society are just as important as understanding the language
itself, hence the title Understanding Chinese. The English and the Chinese
titles are to complement each other, for when learners truly understand the
Chinese language, the people, culture and society, learning Chinese will

become nice and easy.

There are no complicated grammatical explanations or teaching
of strokes of characters and stroke orders in this textbook. The main
purpose of this textbook is to offer beginners of the Chinese language

a practical means to learn fundamental Chinese, the cultural dos and



don’ts, and differences between Western and Chinese cultures. In teaching
fundamental Chinese, this textbook presents useful expressions and
idioms for real-life situations, which will allow learners to learn practical

Chinese quickly and effectively.

Understanding Chinese is divided into two parts and contains thirty-
eight units, each featuring:

¢ Subject outlines the topic of the unit.

¢ Language Focus provides “key phrases and sentences” that you
will need in real-life situations. The headphone signs indicate that
there are recordings of the phrases and sentences in the MP3, where
the phrases and sentences are read in both a slow speed and a standard
speed. The slow-speed reading will allow learners to clearly hear what
is being said and to focus on the proper pronunciation of each word.
The standard-speed reading mimics the real-life conversation, thus

making it a practical real-life learning experience.

¢ Dialogues provides a context for readers to learn key sentences and
phrases, so that they can have a better understanding of how Chinese
people express themselves in real-life situations. The Chinese texts,
their pinyin and English translations are provided for easy and clear
cross-referencing. In addition, the headphone and the CD signs
indicate that there are corresponding recordings and kinescopes for the
dialogues. Moreover, in the MP3, learners can listen to the dialogues
in either slow speed or standard speed. Moreover, they can watch the
video clips in the DVD that depict the real-life situations presented in
the textbook.



# Notes provides in-depth explanations of difficult language points and
cultural aspects, helping learners to express themselves correctly and
appropriately in Chinese. Additional explanations are displayed next

to real-life examples, making it convenient and easy to look up.

#® Exercises, providing exercises of various levels based on the
sentences and phrases occurring in the text, gives learners the
opportunity to practice what they have learned. The key signs indicate
that there are answer keys attached at the end of this book.

@ Cultural Tips illustrates cultural differences in communication in
some situations with concise expressions, and displays information
which is the most important but easy to be ignored. This will help you
communicate with Chinese successfully with the simplest Chinese and

communication strategies.

@ Language Enrichment provides you with additional useful phrases
and sentences related to the subjects covered. Recordings are also

available for this section.

If learners want to have a thorough understanding of what he or she
has learned, we suggest that they start from the beginning of each unit
and work through the entire one. If time is a problem, you may jump

directly to Language Focus and Cultural Tips.

In addition, the appendix in the end of the textbook contains the
vocabulary, expressions and phrases covered in the Subject, Language
Focus, Dialogues, Exercises and Language Enrichment sections, which

are presented in both Chinese and English for learners’ convenience.
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Abbreviations for Parts of Speech

g-+—iR
Di-érshiyi Ke
Lesson 21

E-+ZiR
Di-ershi’ér Keé
Lesson 22

=R
Di- érshisan Ke
Lesson 23

£ +Mig
Di- érshisi Ke
Lesson 24

F-+HIF
Di- ershiwti Ké
Lesson 25

E-+NR
Di- ershiliu Ke
Lesson 26

B R
Canzhud Liyi
Table Manners

RIETE
Bidlodd Xayao
Expressing Wants & Intentions

BfR T (BPRR)
Shijian | (Shidian)
Expressing Time

BffE I (BB )
Shijian || (Shiduan)
Expressing Duration

P
Mai Piao
Buying Tickets

ITHIFELD (EA)
D& Dianhuad | (Zhdo Rén)
Making a Phone Call
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F+LEiR
Di- ershigi Ke
Lesson 27

FZ+HI/UR
Di-ershiba Ke
Lesson 28

- o R
Di- ershijill Ke
Lesson 29

=1+
Di-sanshi Ké
Lesson 30

F=t+—1R
Di- sanshiyi Ke
Lesson 31

E=1+Ti§
Di- s@nshi’er Ke
Lesson 32

B=1+=ig
Di- sanshisan Ke
Lesson 33

E=+mR
Di- sanshisi Ké
Lesson 34

ITRIET (BERE)
DA Dianhud || (Zhudn Jié Didnhud)
Transferring a Phone Call

X
Shéng Bing
Seeing a Doctor

;)
Mdi Yao
Buying Medicine

AT LATR] i 7] R
Kéyl Wén de Wenti
Asking Proper Questions

%51 8ol

BUbi Jieyi de Weénti

Answering Embarrassing Questions
1SSl

Tan Tiangi

Talking about the Weather

g EAL Y
Zengsong Liwu
Giving Presents

=#
Gaocf
Bidding Farewell
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F=1+HIR
Di-sanshiwl Ke
Lesson 35

E=+XIg
Di- sé@nshilid Ke
Lesson 36

F=1++LiR
Di- sanshigi Ke
Lesson 37

E£=+/UR
Di- sanshiba Ké
Lesson 38

SEER
Cank&o D&’an

Keys to Exercises

WERSI

Ciyl Sudyin

Z it IE 4
Weéiwdn de Jujué
Refusing an Invitation

RERRE
Qingxu de Bidoda
Complaining

ERHRE
Alyi de Bidodé
Expressing Love

PR
Zhuyuan
Best Wishes

Index of Words and Phrases
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Abbreviations for Parts of Speech
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Abbreviations for Parts of Speech

adj. Adjective i Z 23t

adv. Adverb Al

ap. Adjective Phrase A
IE. Idiomatic Epression SRR A
int. Interjection 3]

m. Measure Word &

mdpt. Modal Particle BB

n. Noun EAT|

np. Noun Phrase AT
num. Numerals - i

opv. Optative Verb - BEEEhE
part. ‘ Particle Bhid

n. Proper Noun EH4
pre. Prefix Ak
prep. Preposition i

pron. Pronoun Al

qp. Question Pronoun BElRfRiE]
V. Verb i)

vp. Verb Phrase A iE
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Table Manners

35
Subject

A person with good table manners is considered

by Chinese as polite. Since most Chinese show their
hospitality and friendship by inviting you to dinner,
it’s important that you are well prepared for the
situation.



Table Manners

HT)ER Language Focus gg S f, 27 '

Q E 8 Key Words and Phrases

0 (—) &)L (vidanr m. a little; a bit

0 T hifzo de IE. OK; all right

0 ¥z h&ochi adj. delicious

0 & hdokan adj. good-looking; look nice

@ E S5 Key Sentences

0 %% (—) R
Dud chi (yi) didnr.

Please eat some more.

O CH/M T S
Chihdo/bdole ma?

How'’s everything?

0 REF7,
H&n hdochi.

It’s delicious.




