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THE END

| have decided to divorce my robot wife.

She pleads for forgiveness, her pitiable and lovely eyes
brimming with sparkling tears, and she tries to coax me out of
my anger with her wifely tenderness and the special language
used between husband and wife. But it's useless.

Before long, | had thought our marriage was the happiest
on earth, but...

| maintain that | must divorce her.

What went wrong?
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THE BEGINNING

A year ago, on my twenty-second birthday, | received an
orchid-scented pink card from the Marriage Management
Centre authorizing me to choose a robot wife. | could go to
whichever of the robot companies | liked.

My parents have three children, two boys and a girl. | am
the youngest. According to the Population Law only one of us
has the right to marry a natural human being. In order to avoid
degeneration of the race in the light of the theory of eugenics,
females enjoy priority, so my sister is the one. My elder

brother and | have to marry robot girls.
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CHOOSING A WIFE

| went to Universal Robots Company.

The general manager took me to the company supermarket.
He was evidently an experienced salesman for he did not
just put the beautiful robot models on display for people to
enjoy and to choose; he had them working in the supermarket
as shop assistants and other staff attending to the customers
who came to appreciate them. This supermarket has ten
thousand robot girls in stock waiting for the right persons
to choose them as wives, and they were sold together
with other goods, but only for people holding the special
cards.

There were too many of them for the eye to take in and |
was simply dazzled by them.

Each one seemed more beautiful than the one before: it
was like being in a park where the flowerbeds merge into an
undifferentiated riot of colour.

It is a top-grade company. For one thing it employs the
most prominent artistic designers of our time; they were all
world-famous. Secondly, it has a strong lineup of talented
aesthetic staff of painters, sculptors and industrial artists. It
possesses the most perfect aesthetic modeling data on the
most beautiful women of various races, ancient and modern,
oriental and western.

During the four thousand years since the beginning of
history, human beings have employed the method of love between
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CHOOSING A WIFE

man and woman to conduct natural selection based on aesthetic
law, but it has been a very slow process. Besides, it has
always been damaged and interfered with by various factors
such as power and property, politics and economics, pride
and prejudice and so on. Now, since the appearance of robots,
this process can be controlled by man’s will, and the
achievements in a few weeks or a few months can surpass
those made in several centuries.

Stored in the archives of Universal Robots are all the vital
statistics and specifications of oriental beauties of the past
such as Xi Shi, Wang Zhaojun, Yang Yuhuan, Zhao Feiyan,
Luzhu, Yingying, Zhuo Wenjun and so on.

There are also data of Western types: Parisiennes, gypsies,
classical Roman women, Mediterranean charmers, other worldly
types like Helena and romantics like Shakespeare’'s Desdemona
and Pushkin’s Akulena.

If none of these ready-made models (each has her strong
points and her own lofty elegance having nothing in common
with each other) appeals to you, you can have one made to
order.

You can be quite specific. Aesthetic files are available —
all indexed in great detail of the most beautiful actresses. Or
you may have met a girl whose appearance inspired you in

real life — in the street, on the seashore or in the park even. If
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CHOOSING A WIFE

you can provide enough information the company can
immediately gather all the aesthetic specifications needed by
means of a hologram very skillfully. The data will be analyzed
and then it is decided which to use in accordance with the
established principles of proportion and aesthetic law. The
result will be a perfection you thought existed only in dreams
or in the highest of heavens. You would of course fall instantly
and passionately in love with her.

The general manager steered me from one counter to another,
giving me enough time to appreciate the beauty of these girls in detail.

A certain artist once said that man is nature’s sublime
achievement: of all natural forms, man is the most perfect of
all. There's a time-honoured Chinese adage about man being
the intellect and cream of the universe.

Of all beauty forms and beauty shapes in the universe,
no form or shape is more beautiful than that of man.

These robot girls are like fresh flower buds just breaking
into bloom, with one more delicate and charming than the
other. The general manager was saying proudly, “These girls
with their charm and beauty are destined to win everybody’s
admiration; they are rare specimens, recreations of the most
beautiful women the world has ever known—peerless
champions. They are pleasing to both the eye and the mind.

And you know it's not only what you can see: there’s more to it
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CHOOSING A WIFE

than that. What you can’t see is their internal beauty — the
perfect disposition which will inspire your love and keep you
happy all your life. In ancient China people used to say love
between a man and a woman was like a jade ring — jade for
purity, the ring for eternity. This exactly describes our robot
girls’ attitude towards love. They are programmed with
thought-processes as clear and direct and unalterable as a
geometric theorem. They can only love one man. Once the
purchaser’'s name is written on a robot girl's dispatch list, she
will remain faithful to him till the day of her death.”

“What if | die?” | asked with a smile.

The general manager patted me on the shoulder, “She is
designed according to the universal law of symmetry, her
life-span and existence corresponding to yours. While you live,
she will live; when you die, she dies. The symmetry is like the
compensating balance of applied force and reacting force,
centripetal force and centrifugal force. Do you understand?”

We walked on slowly among the flower beds appreciating
these wonderful scientific flowers.

The general manager went on smilingly, “This is only one
side of the matter. On the other hand these girls are not only

more beautiful but also more tender than fresh flowers. Your
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