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The upper bureaucrat porcelain in early of
the republic

Liu Xinyuan

In recent years, because of the history of the Qing Dynasty research, Yuan Shikai's
enemies and 20th century scholars point at the first President of china. Yuan Shikai's
grievances were newly discovered historical materials gradually washed clean, Yuan
Shikai peacefully ended the rule of the Qing dynasty, Yuan Shikai paid more attention
to the development of national industry, the abolition of the imperial examination, the
establishment of schools and some measures he took also was the beginning of the
understanding, and get the evaluation should be.

Don't avoid the late Yuan Shikai once as emperor, was opposed by fellow official and
resolutely abandoned the monarchy and served as president again. During the reign
of his successor, such as Feng Guozhang, Xu Shichang, Cao Kun, China was peaceful,.
Obviously, the early years of the Republic of China (referred to before the Anti Japanese
War), political situation was generally stable.

My friend Mr. Gong Qinghui paid much attention to this period of history, And made
use of spare time to gather porcelains with Yuan Shikai "Hongxian porcelain" as the
center of this period the upper bureaucrats in Jingdezhen.

About Yuan Shikai in Jingdezhen burned "Hongxian porcelain" as reign gift, there are
two kinds of views in academic circle:

One was according to the Jingdezhen aspects of historical data and curio merchant Guo
Shiwu grandson of memories, They thought Yuan Shikai had ever burned “Hongxian
porcelain”.

Another was according to the Yuan Shikai only had eighty-three days of the emperor,
Because the time was hasty, that he could not fire "Hongxian porcelain", or Guo
Shiwu dictated the unburned "Hongxian porcelain" hearsay, thought that the existing
"Hongxian section of porcelain" was a fake.

Mr Goog and the author thought that the second opinion wasn't unreasonable.
because so many workers could burned the porcelains in eighty-three days in
Jingdezhen. Time wasn't hasty at all. Besides, Guo said unburn "HongXian porcelain”
was only hearsay, The Guo never written instructions. however the person who hold
the first opinion, it was because of Yuan Shikai had ever set up "Taowu Shu" in the
Qing imperial porcelain factory site. Yan Ruzhen was responsible for the manufacture
of ceramic glaze, And many hong dian artists who had certain influence in Hubei hall
were responsible for painting. Ma Chang, Guo Shiwu's grandchildren often recalled his
grandfather who burned gift porcelain for Yuan shikai ceremony (given foreign friends),
it had about forty thousand pieces and cost one million four hundred thousand yuan.

Xiang Zhuo and Jiang Siging recorded the above situation, they both were the early
Republic ceramics scholar. Ma Chang was Guo Shiwu's relative. “Taowu Shu” was
specially set up for “Hongxian porcelain”, how could not burn "Hong Xian porcelain"?



Yan Ruzhen's workshop made ceramic glaze. And A lot of painting artists concentrated
work in Hubei hall, Not only in the literature, and the old Jingdezhen still vaguely
memories. How could these facts be denied?

Mr Goog Qinghui collected Hongxian porcelain as well as close to "Hongxian porcelain”
style but writing other TangMing fine porcelain, In addition to Yuan Shikai and Xu
Shichang (Jingyuan Lou) and Cao Kun (Yanging lou) and Wang Zhaoming (Shuangzhao
lou) etc. Most of his collections were from Europe and the United States, Japan and
HongKong art market, probably in the early years of the Republic went abroad.

Meso Gong's collections, the following characteristics they had:

1, Compared with the late Qing dynasty porcelain glaze, combination was good, there
was no glaze uneven "orange peel". And in comparison with the porcelain of the 30's,
the body was more exquisite, the glaze was more bright.

2, Although it's shape was similar to the Qing three generations of porcelain, but it had
more details. Compared with 30 s porcelain, ceramic was more beautiful.

3, At the end of the Qing Dynasty, porcelain patterns theme was monotonous,
decoration patterns inherited the previous generation patterns. But the porcelain
patterns were more abundant, color were neat and delicate. Painted porcelain since
the 30s copied china painting, fine brush clean, the screen full of artistic conception,
and had a long text inscriptions. And painted patterns of this period was meticulous,
there were few writing poetry'.

The collection of Mr. Gong Qinghui, in addition to porcelain body was delicate, exquisite
workmanship, enamel painting technique was rich, such as, fencai, enamel-decorated,
mocai etc. Decoration themes had auspicious patterns,

Such as, Magu gives birthday to the queen mother; rising in the official world,
Description of the literati life: Dongpo inspecting an inkstone; Huang Er passing a book;
Yuanming inspecting Chrysanthemum etc.

Every photograpy was accompanied by detailed instructions and quite rich historical
materials. This book would give the China ceramics history, art history of the republic of
China scholar and modern art collectors very important research data.

On September 18, 2013
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