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Features Y% i

There are many people helping to look after Earth’s
environment and wildlife. Find out about some of
these people in Earth Watch.

2 RBRE AEBNRIPUIKIMENGF LAY . EAH “FHith
B BEESR, (RESTRMENMERSE .

How safe are chemicals that people use to kill
pests? Read about DDT on page 9 and then decide
for yourself.

ANARFROUFEBHEEESRE? #F 9 R, (REIEBIHX0DT
MiER. ARBEHLIRE SRFIETE.

An animal is extinct when none of its kind can be
found anywhere, but what is an endangered or
threatened animal? Turn to page 13 to find out.
MR —FENEMER ERR K, RABRXANIH L T
BMRRANEEMBYE W N EFHH T P, XERTAESR
We? FHEISE 13 1, IRATLURBIMEXMER.

What kind of vehicle can fly underwater? Discover more
in Flying Beneath the Waves on page 21.
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On the Wild Side

Since the 1800s, people have made many
improvements to their lives. They have invented
machines to help them move and work faster.
They have learned to harvest Earth’s resources.
However, some of these changes have caused
damage to Earth’s oceans, forests, and animals.

Rachel Carson, Eugéne Rutagarama, Dr. Sylvia
Earle, and Peter Garrett are environmentalists.
They have each worked hard, in many different
ways, to help look after the world’s natural
environment. Sometimes, they have had to speak
up and “walk on the wild side” to have their
causes heard!
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" Peter Garrett, Australia, is working to protect Australia's rivers, national parks,
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On the following pages, you
will read about the work of
environmentalists, such as Sir

Peter Blake, from many parts of
the world. These people work to
help save Earth’'s environment
and wildlife.




Rachel Carson

Who Was Rachel Carfsan?

Rachel Carson was born in the
United States in 1907. As a young
girl, Rachel loved to write stories.

As a young woman, Rachel studied at
a university and then at a marine
laboratory. It was at the laboratory
that she became interested in
the world’s oceans and the

environment.

Throughout her
career, Rachel
combined her love of ' l{/
writing with her love of o /
the environment. She wrote |
three books about her ocean
studies. Then, in 1962, she wrote
Silent Spring. People still talk about
this book today.
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Rachel Carson’s Life 1

pennsylvania,

1907—Born in Springdale,

|

U.S.A.
1936—Wrote science radio _then ‘1
became of all for o

the U.S. Fish and wildlife Service

1941 —First book, Under the Sea-wind,

published i

1945—Became aware of effects of chemicals  §

in the environment
pubhshed

ment policies to 1
vironment. ‘

1962—Silent Spring

1963—Called for new govern
protect human health and the en
Presented her ideas to
1964—Died in Gilver Spring, Maryland, U.S.A. \
1999—Named one of TimMe magazine’s 1
«Top 20 Most Influential Scientists and d
Thinkers of the Twentieth Century”




While studying the oceans, Rachel noticed the effects
of on the environment. She questioned
some scientists in chemical businesses about the
long-term dangers of using pesticides. This was the
subject of her book Silent Spring. - N
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Rachel Carson continued

Many business people were angry about the book
before it was published. However, U.S. President John
F. Kennedy was very interested in Rachel’s writing. He
ordered studies on the effects of pesticides. By the end
of 1962, bills had been introduced in many states to
control the use of pesticides.

Spraying crops with
chemicals can get rid of
unwanted pests. However,
some people believe that
pesticides can be harmful
to people and animals.
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SAVING THE AMAZON |

t in the world. But

largest tropical fores

The Amazon rain forest is the
and land is cleared.

every day, frees are cut down
Chico Mendes (1944—1988) was a rubber Tap|
+. His job of

who worked in +he Amazon rain fores
collecting rubber did not destroy any frees.

When he saw other people destroying parts
of the forest, he decided to do something

abouft it. He +raveled the world to talk

about the destruction of the rain forest.
He helped people learn about problems
in the forest.

Today, there are still many
people working to help save the

Amazon rain forest.

Amazon Basin
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+~  WORKING N
% THE ARCTIC

Monte Hummel is President of the World
Wildlife Fund (WWF) in Canada,

His lifelong interest in the

environment began when he returned

to his childhood home in Ontario,
Canada, to find q poisoned river and
the local community in despair.

Today, Monte’s special interest is in the
Arctic, where WWEF has been working for
more than 25 years. The Arctic is home to

i ding polar bears and whales. WWF'

protect the animals and their ho

reduce the amount of poisons in

the environment.
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Eugene Rutagarama

Eugéne Rutagarama was born in Rwanda,

Africa, in 195S. He

is a conservationist

with a special
interest in saving
mountain gorillas.
In 1991, he was
forced to leave his
country because of a war.

Eugeéene’s love of animals led
him to risk his life and return
to Rwanda. He traveled

many times to dangerous areas,
taking money and supplies to
park rangers. In 2001, Eugene
was one of six people who won
an important environmental award
(shown right) for his work.



Mountain gorillas

are an endangered

species. The word

endangered is used to

describe a kind of animal
that is in danger of becoming
extinct. The word threatened
is used to describe animals
that are likely to become
endangered in the near
future, especially if some
of the conditions in their
environment are not changed.
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