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Interior design is a practical art. It requires the designer’s deep
consideration on a series of processes, such as the surroundings. spatial
distribution. color matching, lighting applications, home furnishings, soft
decorative assembly and so on. In that case, not only can the reasonable
design create a sense of artistic beauty, a comprehensive function is also
to be guaranteed. Thus, users can enjoy its convenience and comfort.
Specifically, an excellent design often possesses the following qualities.
m An aesthetic sense is often the soul of a design. But in a deep sense,
a perfect design is the highly combination of the artistic beauty and
practical applicability.

m Some people like luxury styles while some others prefer the simple
and implicit ones: Some like the busy and cheerful environment, while
others pursue a peaceful life. Actually, only the "people-oriented" design
, which satisfies the customers’ needs is the best.

m Multiple ethnic characteristics are the real international qualities. The
design needs to reflect and inherit the ethnic traditional cultures, which
not only includes the surface application of national elements. but also
refers to the deep identity and expression of the traditional cultural
deposits in the spiritual aspect.

m Human beings are the products of nature, while “the harmony

between man and nature” is the realm we pursue. Perhaps it seems

entirely imaginary, but we can start from the simplest actions, such as
environmental protection and energy savings. Environmental-friendly
protection is the new requirement for design in the new era. A dutiful
designer is responsible to develop a sustainable green design. He should
respect for the environment and make the best use of the resources. A
conscientious designer should take the responsibility for the environment
protection, the effective use of resources, and the sustainable development.
The rapid development of our society brings higher requirements
to interior designers. Higher requirements are raised to the interior
designers with the rapid development of our society. It demands that they
should have good aesthetic accomplishments, positive creative abilities
and international field of views as well.

According to these design principles above, this book contains about 100
wonderful cases which happened one year or two ago around the world
today. It covers different kinds of customs from the west, Asian, African,
Australian and other parts of the world.

In terms of its function, it’s divided into four volumes: residential space,
office space. special hotel, culture/education/ public space: it represents
the greatest achievements and development trend in the field of today's
interior design. I believe the majority of designers and professional

students and teachers can benefit a lot from this book.
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ERIKA MANN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

" BENHE
Project Details

Project Name / &£ f# @ Erika Mann Elementary School
Location / #h %, © Berlin » Germany
Design Company / i 5f/2 8 : Baupiloten (www.baupiloten.com)
Designer / &t £l : Die Baupiloten
Construction Photos / &% ' janbitter.de
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The Baupiloten create an
all-day “home-away-from-

home” for grade-schoolers

Following the successful
modernization of the Erika-
Mann Elementary School
in the Utrechter Street
25 /27 - 13347 Berlin,
the Baupiloten have now
designed the building’s
interior for all-day use. With
new seating-landscapes
and worlds of recreation,
the Baupiloten — together
with the schoolchildren —
expanded upon the concept
of a comfortable learning
environment to include
the school’s hallways and
classrooms. Until recently,
the hallways of the school
building (designed by
Ludwig Hoffmann in 1915)
embodied the sterile and
authoritarian educational
atmosphere of the early 20th

century. In their redesign, the
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hallways were made to suit modern educational
concepts of a “rhythmic” learning atmosphere,
thereby serving the current need for communal

areas of varied use.
“Form Follows Kids’ Fiction™

Working together with the Baupiloten in a series
of workshops, the students created fantastical
and poetic worlds, culminating in the fictive
“Snuffle of the Silver Dragon”. This was a
further development of the “Silver Dragon
World™ created in the school’s hallways in
2003. The “Snuffle of the Silver Dragon™, a veil
covering the floors and ceilings of the schools 3
upper stories, functions (depending on weather

conditions) as a brilliant light filter.
Children as Designers of their Worlds

Beyond the collaborative process, children
should be able to form their daily environment
— not only suggestively in the form of ideas,
but as actual co-designers of their world. In the
school’s three upper stories, a seating landscape
was created in a series of openings contained
within the “Snuffle of the Silver Dragon™. In
these openings, the children can relax upon soft,
warm materials. The landscape is composed of

five modules: couches, caverns, lairs, pedestals,
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(@) Herr de Schnaubens

and tables with fold-out benches. These modules allow
the children to test their bodies and find the most
comfortable position in which to learn or play, without
having to conform to seating norms. The children can
communicate via the “Snuffle Beatle”, a total of 34

reflectors placed around the building.

The “Snuffle Garden™ on the schools second story
offers a series of horizontal and sloped surfaces on
which the children can lay, sit, or slide. Particles such
as the “Wings™ and “Fireflower™ float inside the “Snuffle
of the Silver Dragon™. The particles are fold-out chairs

and sculptures on which the children sit or retreat into —
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either together or on their own. Warm rays of light shine into the particles from

the ceiling, covering the seats in a golden glow.

The hidden ,,Dragon’s Treasure* is also located on this story. The children
decorate its magnetic walls with colorful mosaics that can be changed
however they please. On the 3rd story, the “Snuffle of the Silver Dragon™ is
entangled within the “Kaleidoscope™. A gallery of mirrors optically dissolves
the geometrical space; the walls and ceilings of the hallway are equipped with
highly reflective ficld of metal panels, penetrated only by a collection of images
composed of 270 picture frames. The children decorate the picture collection
with their own creations, allowing their images to be endlessly reflected and

providing for a constant change in spatial perception.

The “Chill Room™, also located on the third story, is a landscape of seating-
pedestals covered with foam, tarp, and various textiles. A series of one-meter
high “Petals” form a protective island around the pedestals, large enough for
two to three children. These protective islands are made of wooden frames and
can be individually formed by the children. Thus, the children are able to form
their own environment according to their wishes through the manipulation of

sound, light, and laminate.
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PUBLIC SCHOOL PANTA RHE! IN AMSTELVEEN
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Project Details

Project Name / £Z 4  Public School Panta Rhei in Amstelveen
Location / # & © Amstelveen * Netherlands
Area / & * 4000 m’
Design Company / &% &t/A7) © i29 | snelder (www.i29.nl / www.snelder.com )
Designer / &8l : Jeroen Dellensen, Jaspar Jansen
Construction Photos / ##% : Jeroen Musch
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Architecture and interior

In the design for the new accommodations of public
school Panta Rhei in Amstelveen (NL) there is a lot of
attention on the balance be-tween freedom and a sense
of security. Snelder Architect realised a building with
many open multifunctional spaces where students can
make themselves familiar with the teaching material.
The interior design by 129 links up with that perfectly

and gives the spaces an identity that connects with the
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