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Preface

Promote QA system construction of
Chinese-foreign Cooperation in Running
Schools

—An overview of the international conference on “Si-
no-foreign Cooperation in Running Schools and
Construction of High-level Universities”

Lin Jinhui, Mo Yuwan »»»

Until October,2012, there are 1 765 institutes and programs of the
Sino-Foreign Cooperation in Running Schools nation wide, which have
doubled compared with 712, the number 10 years ago. In the new era,
the Sino-Foreign Cooperation in Running Schools is an inevitable trend
and has become a hot issue in the education field in China. How could it
earn the trust and recognition of the public? How could we construct a
qualification assurance system? Can it play a special role in the process of
promoting the connotative development of the higher education? Interna-
tional Conference on “Sino-Foreign Cooperation in Running Schools and
the Construction of High-level Universities” has been hold recently in
Sanya, Hainan Province in order to further discuss the crucial theoretical
and practical issues in the course of Sino-Foreign Cooperation in Running
Schools. The conference is supported by Department of international ex-
change & cooperation of the Ministry of Education, Xiamen University-

Hong Kong University Joint Research Center of Chinese-Foreign Coop-
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eration in Running Schools, Hainan University and Sanya College co-
sponsored the conference. There are more than 360 representatives from
mainland China, the US, Canada, France, Australia, Hong Kong, etc.
The conference committee has chosen 91 theses out of 160 applied the-
ses. The conventioneers did the research and discussion from policy,
management, curriculum, teaching, regional cooperation, case studies
of institutes and programs, the cooperation in running schools between
mainland China and Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan, and the compari-
son among several countries. The conference is featured in theoretic, ac-
ademic and internationalized innovation.

Zhang Xiugin, the head of the Department of international exchange
and cooperation of the Ministry of Education, tuned out in the conference
and provided guidance. Sheng Jianxue, the vice head of the Department
of international exchange and cooperation of the Ministry of Education,
made the opening speech at the opening ceremony, pointing out the guid-
ance and concrete requirements for Sino-Foreign Cooperation in Running
Schools course in the near future in order to carry out the spirit of the
eighteenth National Congress of the CPC. He pointed out that Sino-For-
eign Cooperation in Running Schools should bring in high quality educa-
tional resources, cultivate internationally qualified students, improve the
quality and level fully and promote the education reform and develop-
ment. Qu Zhenyuan, the president of the China Association of Higher
Education, and Party secretary of China Agricultural University, was in-
vited to attend the conference, He emphasized the unique and positive
functions of Sino-Foreign Cooperation in Running Schools in education
pattern innovation, disciplines construction of higher education, interna-
tionally qualified students cultivation and that the core of Sino-Foreign
Cooperation in Running Schools is to cultivate qualified students, which
is a matter of life and death.

The attended scholars agreed that Sino-Foreign Cooperation in Run-

ning Schools should take the responsibility to promote the internationali-
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zation of Chinese education as well as the construction of high level uni-
versities. Since National Education Plan came out more than 2 years ago,
there have been a lot of positive changes and progress in Sino-Foreign
Cooperation in Running Schools, which shows it has come into a fast and
stable development stage. However, at present there are still some prob-
lem worth our concern. For example, the level of running schools is
low, imported high quality educational resources are not enough, dupli-
cation of similar projects is serious, the quality and level of running
schools need to be improved. Some attended scholars argue that Sino-
Foreign Cooperation in Running Schools should develop through mutual
learning and making best use of the advantages and bypassing the disad-
vantages. Some attended scholars from another angle argue that Sino-
Foreign Cooperation in Running Schools should do more research in
qualified students cultivation pattern and quality assurance system. Pro-
fessor Xi Youming pointed out that high level internationalization must
explore an education system of training qualified students to meet the
needs and features of China. Professor Lin Jinhui, director of Xiamen U-
niversity-The University of Hong Kong Joint Research Center of Chi-
nese-Foreign Cooperation in Running Schools made the keynote speech
and closing speech. He emphasized that Regulations of the People's Re-
public of China on Chinese-Foreign Cooperation in Running Schools has
included Sino-Foreign Cooperation in Running Schools is a important
component of Chinese eduction, but that it not enough. We should do
more research and attract more publicity. Qualification is a matter of life
and death, so we should set up mechanism of permitting the entrance,
and pay more attention to prossess and result monitoring. He also be-
lieves that we should set up unique quality criteria for Sino-Foreign Co-
operation in Running Schools but not the traditional one, so as to fully
make use of the individual ablity to meet the needs of the society and cul-
tivate high quality students with international view and awareness and a-

bility to take part in the international affairs and competition. Therefore,
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Sino-Foreign Cooperation in Running Schools in different levels and with
cultivation goals should have different quality criteria.

The effort for quality assurance we have been making is very helpful
for establishing a quality assurance criteria and system for Sino-Foreign
Cooperation in Running Schools, but we are also facing the challenge of
poor outer quality assurance and self-restriction mechanism and so on.
We have to consider foreign education system, law and international en-
vironment, and learn from their experience so as to set up a long-term
quality assurance system for Sino-Foreign Cooperation in Running
Schools. Some scholars did research on Sino-Foreign Cooperation in
Running Schools assessment and international comparison, and pointed
out that the assessment should change from legitimacy, normative run-
ning schools into developing and lasting quality assessment. Some other
scholars think that examination and approval authority should be differ-
ent from the quality assessment authority and our quality assessment cri-
teria should combine the merits of both China and foreign countries.

The conference is an important one in the new situation where we
are carrying out the spirit of the eighteenth National Congress of the
CPC, scheming the scientifical development of the Sino-Foreign Cooper-
ation in Running Schools, and promoting the construction of high-level
universities. The conference is timely and important. The conference in-
dicates that the Sino-Foreign Cooperation in Running Schools research
has made solid and great progress in theory innovation, pedagogy inno-

vation and discipline construction.
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